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WATER RESTRICTIONS
for landholders 

Without significant rain, emergency level restrictions may need to be 
introduced to restrict demand so that the water supply system can 
continue. The sooner we can reduce demand on the town water supply, 
the less likely it is that we will need tighter restrictions.

What do I need to do?
We are asking for your cooperation to reduce your town water use. To 
do this, you may need to consider your livestock management options. 
Some options may include:
• selling excess stock, 
• agisting animals away from the flood plain, or 
• preparing an alternative water supply for beef cattle, horses, or 

sheep currently watered by town supply on the lower flood plain.
If you are considering any of these options, NSW Local Land Services is 
available to help with decision making - for more details, check overleaf.

Are there other options?
Purchasing water from alternate sources and carting to the farm is 
expensive and may not be viable on top of hand feeding costs because it 
adds to already high feed costs. 

Some farms may be able to access stock water from existing shallow 
bores or wells. However, the salinity of these bores can be too high for 
good stock water. On the flood plain the salinity of well water increases 
east of Taree and closer to the coast. It is possible to mix low salinity 
bore water with less than 5000 ppm TDS with town supplies but this 
strategy declines in effectiveness as salinity levels rise. 

We can offer salinity testing of existing wells or pool suppliers can also 
provide a quick salinity test. If the salinity is low enough further testing 
can be done for long term usage.

In general deep bores have been unsuccessful over much of the lower 
floodplain due to dense clay based sediments. There are examples of 
productive low salinity water near the Oxley Island village and near 
Pampoolah but these are small confined areas. Both cost and the time 
taken to get bores drilled mean deep bores are a longer-term option to 
be investigated thoroughly before investing.  

Extreme water shortages are now impacting the MidCoast, particularly for 
the town water supplies of Taree and Forster. With Level 4 severe water 
restrictions now in place, all commercial users of town water supplies, 
including local livestock producers, are required to implement changes to 
reduce demand.



What other help is available?

Hunter Local Land Services is available to help you with making important 
decisions for managing your livestock and property. They can assist with 
advice and support on drought management, animal health and other 
requirements and targeting your best marketing options.

You can contact Hunter Local Land Services by calling 1300 795 299. 

Please be aware under the NSW Government’s Drought Relief Package, 
the Emergency Drought Transport Subsidy can be applied to the cost of 
transporting fodder, water to a property for stock or domestic use, stock to 
and from agistment, and stock to sale or slaughter. 

The Emergency Water Infrastructure Rebate scheme is also available 
to eligible primary producers who can claim rebates of up to $25,000 on 
new purchases and installation costs of water infrastructure projects for 
animal welfare needs. This includes the installation of pipes, water storage 
and water pumps, de-silting dams and associated power supplies such as 
generators.
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Managing water supply during the drought

2019 has been the lowest rainfall year on record and inflows 
into Bootawa dam have ceased.  Several previous droughts 
have extended up to 19 months so worst case scenarios need 
to be considered. 

Current water restrictions

Level 4 Severe water restrictions are currently in force across 
most of the MidCoast region. The target for water reduction at 
this level  is 17 megalitres per day - but current use is still too 
high at around 20 megalitres. To avoid the need for emergency 
level restrictions this summer, we will need usage to drop to 
17 megalitres or less per day.

What are the plans to continue water supply?

We are currently preparing to increase the proportion of town 
water supplied from the Nabiac bore fields, with additional 
bores being sunk and an expansion of the borefield underway. 
In addiiton, we’ve applied to the NSW Government to install a 
temporary desalination plant at the Nabiac borefield, to allow 
us to treat brackish water for additional supply to the system.
This will allow us to supply emergency level rationed water 
use.

It’s crucial that all water users, especially high users, 
curtail water use now - to try to avoid the need for 
emergency water restrictions.
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