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The benefits of Heritage Listing can far outweigh any 
perceived negatives. 

Listing places no legal restriction on the sale or 
leasing of properties. 

Heritage buildings are best cared for when they 
are lived in and loved. This means they must be 
useable. Houses may need new toilets, bathrooms 
and kitchens; commercial buildings may need new 

services and fire protection. 

Listing does not exclude changes or additions or 
new buildings on the site, provided that these do 
not detract from the heritage significance of the 
listed items. This is consistent with what most 
owners want for their heritage properties. It is 
also consistent with advice from real estate agents 
that well looked after heritage properties are 
among the easiest to sell and can bring the    
highest prices. 

Listing does not exclude the adaptive re-use of a 
heritage item. Sometimes this is a sensible way of 
ensuring the future use of an important place. 
Examples include the conversion of a warehouse 
to residential use or the adaptation of a house to 

offices. 

Other than normal maintenance, it is not expected 
that owners take any additional measures or   
undertake restoration work. Action against owners 
is only pursued in situations where an owner is   
deliberately allowing a property to deteriorate and 
where discussions have failed to resolve the issue. 

Maintenance of heritage items and gardens does 
not require formal approval, though, like all   
buildings, Council approval is necessary for certain 
works (refer to Council guidelines for further    
information). 

Some owners occasionally open their heritage 
properties to the public, usually on an entry fee 
basis, either for themselves or charity. However, 

as with all private property, heritage listing does 
not allow the general public the right to visit the 
property without the express permission of the 
owner. 

 

 

 

UNDERSTANDING 
HERITAGE LISTING 

...understanding our heritage 

This brochure has been prepared to 
assist the  understanding of local 
issues associated with heritage    
listing and purchasing a heritage 
property or within a heritage      
conservation area. 

MYTHS ABOUT HERITAGE LISTING 

This brochure has been produced to assist owners and 
prospective owners of local heritage items or properties 
located within Heritage Conservation Areas.  

If you require further advice, please make an           
appointment with Council’s Heritage Advisor by calling 

Council on 6592 5399. 

If you would like to learn more about Greater Taree’s 
heritage, please visit Council’s website at: 
www.gtcc.nsw.gov.au 
Other organisations that may be of assistance are: 
The NSW Heritage Branch: www.heritage.nsw.gov.au 
And the National Trust of Australia (NSW) 
www.nationaltrust.org.au 

 

** Not all information on listings could be provided in this 
brochure. For further information and consultation please  
contact Council’s. Heritage Advisor. Note that this is a free 
service. 

     LOCAL HERITAGE FUNDING 
Council and the NSW Heritage Branch, Department of 
Planning, provide a small assistance fund that can be 
used for painting heritage colour schemes, front fence 
replacement and reinstatement of missing heritage   
elements such as window awnings and verandahs.  

The applications for the Heritage Assistance Fund must 
be lodged and approved prior to the commencement of 
the works. 

Application forms for the Heritage Assistance Fund are 
available at Council or on Council’s website. 

Further information can be obtained from the Council, 
via the Councils’ Web site or from Council’s Heritage 
Advisor. 

WHO CAN I CONTACT FOR ADVICE? 
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Many owners and managers are concerned that    
Heritage listing their properties will result in stringent 
and oppressive rules and regulations. Many feel that 
their properties cannot be altered, that they cannot 
paint their house the colour they like and that selling 
their property will become difficult.  

Heritage listing of properties and homes need not be a 
burden but a source of pride and community focus. 
The main reason why people purchase heritage    
buildings is because they like them. And they like them 
for all sorts of reasons. It may be because of  their 
character, wonderful setting, or their well established 
gardens. Owning a heritage-listed property brings 
other  advantages: 

Heritage Listing provides certainty for owners, 
neighbours and intending purchasers. This is       
important when people are looking for a particular 
environment within which to live and work. It      
explains why certain suburbs, towns, villages and 
rural properties are sought after. 

Protection of an item also requires the local council 
to consider the effect of any proposed development 
in the area surrounding heritage items or            
conservation areas. This is positive as it ensures an 
appropriate context for heritage items. 

Through flexible clauses in local environmental 
plans, owners of heritage items can gain additional 
benefits when considering redevelopment. 

Listing provides potential savings through special 
heritage valuations and concessions. If the property 
is listed in a local or regional environmental plan 
(individually or in a conservation area) the owner 
can request a ‘heritage restricted valuation’ for land 
tax and local rate purposes from the Valuer-

General. 

  ADVANTAGES OF HERITAGE LISTING   HERITAGE LISTED? HOW TO FIND OUT 
In NSW there are two types of statutory heritage listing. 

A property is a heritage item if it is listed in the  
heritage schedule of the local council’s Local      

Environmental Plan; or 

the State Heritage Register, which provides a list of 
places and items of particular importance to the 
people of NSW. 

There are also many non-statutory heritage lists, such 
as the National Trust Register and the Royal Australian 
Institute of Architects’ Register of 20th Century      
Buildings. Although these registers do not provide legal 
protection, they help to alert the community to the    
intrinsic heritage value of particular places. 

 

To find out if a property is heritage listed, access the 
Heritage Office website: www.heritage.nsw.gov.au 

Alternatively, you can check with your local council to 
find out if a property is identified in the Local           
Environmental Plan: www.gtcc.nsw.gov.au 

 ALTERATIONS & ADDITIONS 
Heritage properties need to be occupied and used. If a 
young family wants to extend to provide additional   
bedrooms or living areas, or a commercial business   
requires more space, they are able to add to their home 
or building to accommodate those needs. Obviously this 
needs to be appropriate development and consider the 
values of the heritage item or conservation area,     
however, the heritage listing does not stop alterations or 
additions to a property. It is advised that you discuss 
your plans with the Council and the Heritage Advisor 
prior to undertaking the work. 

HERITAGE LISTING CRITERIA 
Property owners often express concerns that they are 
unsure if their property should be heritage listed and 
what rights do they have to object? Heritage listing of a 
property follows a legislated process outlined in the 
NSW Heritage Branch document: Assessing Heritage 
Significance. 
 
A study, which looks at heritage listing of items, is    
required to consider seven assessment criteria: 
1. An item is important in the course, or pattern, of 

NSW’s cultural, natural or local history; 
2. An item has strong or special association with the 

life or works of a person, or groups of persons, of 
 importance in NSW’s cultural, natural or local      

history; 
3.   An item is important in demonstrating aesthetic 

characteristics and/ or a high degree of creative or 
technical achievement in NSW; 

4.   An item has strong or special association with a 

particular community or cultural group in NSW for 
social, cultural or spiritual reasons; 

5. An item has potential to yield information that will 
contribute to an understanding of NSW’s cultural, 
natural or local history; 

6.   An item possesses uncommon, rare or endangered 
aspects of NSW cultural, natural or local history; 

7.  An item is important in demonstrating the principal 
characteristics of a class of NSW’s cultural, natural 
or local places, or cultural or natural environments. 

 

A Copy of the NSW Heritage Branch document:  
Assessing Heritage Significance, can be obtained 
from the NSW Heritage Branch in Parramatta by  
phoning: 02 9873 8500 
or from their website: http://www.heritage.nsw.gov.au/
docs/assessingheritagesignificance.pdf 


