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Mayors Message

It is my pleasure to submit the 2010 State of the Environment Report to the
Community of Gloucester Shire.

Your Council is committed in its endeavours to progress the region but at the
same time having due regard to environmental and social issues which affect all
aspects of our district. Council has been successful in obtaining grant funding to
carry out a range of projects designed to protect the environment and/or carry
out remedial works to rectify problems. A good example is the drainage work
being done in the Billabong adjoining the town.

I believe that Council through its decisions and the hard work of its staff are
making progress in dealing with the many environmental issues which are
within its domain and I commend the report as a reflection of the present state of
our region.

Geoff Slack,
Mayor,
Gloucester Shire Council



6

INTRODUCTION

The 2006/07 Department of Environment and Climate Change “Who Cares about
the Environment?” survey identified that the environment remained the 3rd

highest priority behind family and friends. 93% of respondents rated the
environment as either very or rather important. It is therefore important to
recognise the quality of our environment and monitor the impacts and changes
that may lead to its degradation.

The Department of Local Government and Gloucester Shire Council is committed
to Ecological Sustainable Development (ESD). The principles of ESD are to
prevent and reverse adverse impacts of economic and social activities on the
ecosystem while continuing to allow the sustainable, equitable development of
society.

The State of the Environment report systematically monitors environmental
performance in order to improve the quality of the local environment and
monitor the success of management decisions. It is Council’s annual
environmental ‘report card’ and, as such, provides relevant information for
Council policies and programs.

Gloucester is well positioned to adopt sustainable practices as a small rural
based community. There are a wide range of activities that are currently being
undertaken by the general community, community groups and business and
industry in regard becoming a more sustainable community.
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BACKGROUND

The Gloucester Local Government Area (GLGA) is located in the north-eastern
corner of the Hunter region, approximately 120 kilometres north of Newcastle.
The shire encompasses an area of approximately 2,952 km2.

Gloucester Shire forms a significant catchment for the Manning River, comprising
four main river systems- the Gloucester, Barrington, Barnard and Avon Rivers.
The Barrington Tops National Park and large areas of State Forest encompass
areas of steep topography within the Gloucester Local Government Area and are
relatively pristine with high conservation value, representing a significant
ecotourism resource.

Gloucester Shire Council has a commitment to the community through its
Corporate Objectives, "To enhance the quality of life in the Gloucester Shire
through the provision of services based on sound economic, social and
environmental planning."
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Figure1: Location of the Gloucester Local Government Area

1. HUMAN SETTLEMENT

By comparing a range of social indicators, the health of a community can be
determined. Indicators which can be used include population structure,
employment, family characteristics, and new dwelling approvals.

Demand for infrastructure, including housing, energy, water, transport and
waste disposal, increase as the population grows. Supplying this infrastructure
result in changes to land use and can also impact on the environment. Careful
planning can minimise and help to manage these impacts.

POPULATION

Historical records indicate a steady total population growth since 1911 within
the Shire. Preliminary statistics released from the 2008 census indicate a total
population of 5001 persons within the Gloucester Local Government Area
(GLGA) (Graph 1).
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Graph 1. Total population in the GLGA, 2005-2008
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DEMOGRAPHICS

Population growth in Gloucester has been accompanied by change in the age
structure, average number of people per household, and the composition of
households. Shifts in demographics drive changes in land use and demand for
housing types.

Table 1. Gloucester Population Age Structure 2008 census

Age Group % of Population
0-14 years 16.8

15-24 years 10.1
25-34 years 7.3
35-44 years 12.3
45-54 years 14.1
55-64 years 17.3
65-74 years 11.4
75-84 years 8.2

85 years and older 2.2



10

Graph 2. Average annual salary income in the Gloucester Local Government Area
and Australia 2005-2008.
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Although lower than the Average Australian income, average income in the
Gloucester LGA has steadily been increasing in line with the average Australian
income.

Table 2. Gloucester Family Characteristics 2006 Census.

Family Characteristics Gloucester % of Total Families
Total Families 1393 -

Couple families with children 496 35.6%
Couple families without children 725 52%

One parent families 157 11.3%
Other families 15 1.1%

There are more couples without families in the Gloucester LGA than other
groups, in 2006.
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DEVELOPMENT

Graph 3: Development applications in Gloucester LGA, 2003-2010.
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Graph 4 :Value of developments in Gloucester LGA, 2005-2010.

The total number of development applications has decreased in the GLGA since
2007/2008, despite the increased value of development during the same time,
indicating more value per development.
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Graph 5: Development types in Gloucester Shire for 2009 and 2010
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Total number of dwellings has increased in the 2010 financial year, whilst
subdivisions, sheds and carports, industrial buildings swimming pools and
multiple occupancy has decreased

2.LAND

DROUGHT

The State’s producers can be seriously affected by drought.
Drought declarations for the Gloucester area for 2009-2010 are provided in
Table 3.
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Table 3: Monthly drought declarations

Month Declaration
July 2009 Satisfactory
August 2009 Satisfactory
September 2009 Marginal
October 2009 Marginal
November 2009 Marginal
December 2009 Marginal/Satisfactory
January 2010 Marginal/Satisfactory
February 2010 Marginal/Satisfactory
March 2010 Marginal/Satisfactory
April 2010 Marginal/Satisfactory
May 2010 Marginal/In drought
June 2010 Marginal/Satisfactory

EXPLORATION AND MINING ACTIVITIES

Exploration and mining in NSW are conducted under licences and leases issued
by the Mineral Resources Division of Department of Primary Industries (DPI)
under Mining Act 1992 and Petroleum (Onshore) Act 1991. Any company or
individual can apply for a title; however they must satisfactorily explain its
proposed program and expenditure, demonstrate its technical, environmental
and financial capacity to conduct the program, and explain how it will
rehabilitate any disturbance and report the results, as required under the
conditions of the exploration licence (DECC 2008).
The following are the current licences in the GLGA:

MINERAL, PETROLIUM AND COAL TITLES

All new titles are Part 3 applications under the EP&A Act. Details are on each
specific businesses web pages.

Petroleum Titles:

PEL 285 – Petroleum Exploration Licence – Expire 15 April 2012 - AGL
Gloucester LE Pty Ltd, 19kms S GLOUCESTER

Petroleum Title Applications:

PELA 115 (1991) – Petroleum Exploration Licence Application - Pangaea Oil and
Gas Pty Ltd, 8km west of GLOUCESTER
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Coal titles

Auth 311 – Sept 82 to Nov 2012 for 5125HA, GLOUCESTER COAL LTD – 16km
SSW of Gloucester
Auth 315 – Dec 82 to Nov 2012 for 7610HA, GLOUCESTER COAL LTD – 20km S
Gloucester
EL6523 – Mar 06 to Mar 2012, 5525HA, GLOUCESTER RESOURCES LIMITED –
4km SSW Gloucester
EL6524 – Mar 06 to Mar 2012, 2091HA, GLOUCESTER RESOURCES LIMTED –
17km SSW Gloucester
EL6563 – May 06 to May 2012, 3600HA, GLOUCESTER RESOURCES LIMITED –
17km SSW Gloucester
ML1360 – Dec 94 to Dec 2015, 754.70HA, CIM STRATFORD PTY LTD, 13km S
Gloucester
ML1409 – Jan 97 to Jan 18, 87.32HA, CIM STRATFORD PTY LTD, 12km S
Gloucester
ML1447 – Apr99 to Mar 2020, 52.21HA, CIM STRATFORD PTY LTD, 12km S
Gloucester
ML1521 – Sept 02 to Sept 2023, 4.5HA, GLOUCESTER COAL, 14km S Gloucester
ML1528 – Jan03 – Jan2024, 205.90HA, CIM STRATFORD PTY LTD, 11km S
Gloucester
ML1538 – Jun 03 to Jun 2024, 1.03HA, CIM STRATFORD PTY LTD, 14km S
Gloucester
ML1577 – Mar06 to Feb 27, 2.24HA, GLOUCESTER COAL LTD, 10km S Gloucester

Mineral titles

EL4848 – 31/05/95 to 18/08/10, metallics and mineral sands, HEWETT, Robert
Patrick – 45km NW Gloucester
EL6885 – 21/09/07 to renewal sought, metallics, M.A. ROCHE GROUP PTY LTD –
50kms N Gloucester
EL7188 – 14/08/08 to 14/08/10, metallics, M.A. ROCHE GROUP PTY LTD –
55km N Gloucester
EL7350 – 10/06/09 to 10/06/11, geothermal substances, GRADIENT ENERGY
LIMITED - 15km S Gloucester
EL7385 – 18/08/09 to 18/08/12, geothermal substances, GEOGEN VICTORIA
PTY LTD - 52km WNW Gloucester
EPL 1094 19/08/88 to 18/08/10, metallics, mineral sands, non-metallics,
diamond, corundum, ruby and sapphire, , HEWETT, Robert Patrick – 45km WNW
Gloucester

GAS EXPLORATION

In the last 12 months AGL Energy Limited (AGL) took over full ownership of the
Gloucester Gas project from the joint venture shareholders Lucas Energy and
Molopo. AGL now owns and operates 100% of PEL 285 and is responsible for all
activities in the Gloucester Project (AGL 2009).

AGL commenced the community consultation process in September 2008 with
an open day for the community to attend and the development of the Community
Consultative Committee (CCC).
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AGL has applied for Part 3 application under the EP&A Act. Details are available
on their website: http://www.agl.com.au.

BUSHFIRE

Uncontrolled bushfires can cause destruction to life, property and flora and
fauna. Hazard reduction burns are carried out throughout the Shire in an
attempt to control the negative effects of wildfires. These burns are carried out
by State Forests NSW, NSW National Parks and Wildlife Service, Department of
Lands, the Rural Fire Service and landholders. In order to mitigate potential
unwanted fire events, Gloucester Shire Council has identified areas within the
LGA that are bushfire prone. This map can be viewed at council and is shown in
Map 1.

Map 1: Bushfire Prone Areas in the Gloucester Shire

Table 4 : Area burnt within the GLGA 2009-2010 (RFS, 2010)

Indicator Area/number Comment
Total Number of Bush/grass
fires

42 Break down of this is 30 grass fires
and 12 bushfires

Total number of Hectares 3850 Approximation break down is 511ha
on grass land fires and 3339 ha on
forested areas (excluding State Forest
area).

Area burnt by Bushfires Refer above
Area burnt by Hazard Reduction
works

280 This is the number of permits issued
for burning during fire season with
an approximate area of
2244 ha (excluding State Forest
area).
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3. WATER

DRINKING WATER

The Gloucester water supply is treated, filtered and pumped approximately
1.5km to the township. The system services approximately 2700 people. Council
regularly monitors drinking water quality in the Gloucester township and
Barrington village.

Water Watch

The Gloucester Environment Group and Stratford Public School carries out
quarterly water testing on several sites within the Gloucester Shire under the
Water Watch banner. These sites are located on the Upper Avon River, Avon
River, and Gloucester River. The results of the groups work are available on the
Water Watch web site, and indicate that the rivers are in relatively good
condition

SEWERAGE AND WATER TO BARRINGTON VILLAGE

Council operates a water scheme in the village of Barrington. This scheme
obtains water directly from the Barrington River and chlorinates the supply only.
Historically, water from the Barrington River has systematically failed testing. As
a result, in 2009 the construction of a sewer and water reticulation system from
Gloucester’s water and sewer treatment plant to Barrington village commenced.
Due to be complete in 2011, these works will result in Barrington residents
receiving increased water quality. The provision of sewer will address further
health and environmental concerns within the village.

STRATFORD COAL MINE

Water quality

The Stratford coal mine operations work within the Gloucester LGA. The mine
undertakes regular environmental monitoring as a condition of their licensing
and includes testing for:
 Surface water quality
 Surface water flow
 Ground water
 Water quality sampling is undertaken monthly and presented at the

consultative committee.
Monitoring results can be found in the Annual Environmental Management
Report, July 2010.

BILLABONG DRAINAGE

A project funded by the Department of Infrastructure, Transport, Regional
Development and Local Government, allowed for the removal of silt and weed in
the ‘Billabong” between Hume street and Gloucester River in the Gloucester
Township. Extensive planting of new vegetation was also carried out.
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Removal of silt and weed from the Billabong.

FISHWAYS

The Fishway on Rheinbergers Crossing on Faulkland Road was completed in the
2009/2010 year. Fishways have been constructed on Gloucester’s waterways to
encourage native fish by allowing easier access to upstream spawning areas, thus
creating a healthy river environment.

Fishway on Rheinbergers Crossing

.
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RAINFALL

Graph 6:Monthly rainfall in the Gloucester Township 2007-2010
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Rainfall within the GLGA over the last 3 years shows irregular rainfall activities,
with 2008/2009 having a very high rainfall in February.

CATCHMENT MANAGEMENT AUTHORITY

The Hunter-Central Rivers Catchment Management
Authority (HCRCMA) was very active within the
Gloucester LGA, contributing $250, 958 in grants to local
landholders and to the Gloucester Local Government in
2009/2010. Projects included riparian fencing, off
stream stock water systems, native vegetation replanting
and regeneration, erosion works, subdivisional paddock
fencing for groundcover control and grazing uniformity.
The projects were scattered through out the entire shire
area. Further projects included incentive property
vegetation plans and technical advise.
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4. AIR
Gloucester has a warm temperate climate, with warm to hot summers and mild
to cool winters. Wind direction and patterns are influenced by the topography of
the Gloucester area, where winds tend to be channelled along the valley.

TEMPERATURE

Graph 7: Average maximum temperatures in Gloucester township
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The maximum temperatures in the GLGA follow general patterns with January,
historically recording the highest temperature.

Graph 8: Average minimum temperatures in the Gloucester township
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Graph 8 shows higher minimum temperatures over the 2009-2010 year,
compared to 2007 and 2008.

AIR QUALITY

Council does not conduct air quality monitoring in the Gloucester Shire, however
Gloucester’s air quality is considered to be of a high quality.

Activities that can contribute to the reduction of air quality in the GLGA include:
Use of wood heaters during winter, bushfires, agricultural activities, motor
vehicle emissions, and operations at Stratford coal mine.

Dust monitoring at Stratford coal mine

Stratford coal mine dust monitoring is outlined in the Annual Environmental
Management Report, June 2010. Dust monitoring is undertaken in two forms –
static dust monitoring (SDM), and high volume dust sampling. Two types of
monitoring are undertaken- PM10 which is important for health criterion and
SDM which is used for determination of amenity impact. SDM is recorded
monthly and high volume dust monitoring is undertaken every 6 days for a 24hr
period and monitors for particulate matter less than 10 microns in size (PM10).
Monitoring results show that the mine is consistently well under these limits.

5.BIODIVERSITY

THREATENED SPECIES

Threatened Species are protected through legislation at both national and state
levels. The Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (the
EPBC Act) is the Australian Government's central piece of environmental
legislation. It provides a legal framework to protect and manage nationally and
internationally important flora, fauna, ecological communities and heritage
places.

The NSW Threatened Species Conservation Act 1995 (TSCA) identifies and
protects native plants and animals in danger of becoming extinct. Gloucester
Shire is home to 53 species of flora and fauna that are listed under the
Threatened Species Conservation Act 1995. (Table 8), with 2 bird species, the
Flame Robin and Scarlet Robin added in 2009/2010 .

Scarlet Robin
Flame Robin (Petroica boodang)
(Petroica phoenicea)
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Table 5 identifies current known Threatened species recorded since 1980 in the
Gloucester local government area (NPWS Wildlife atlas database).

Table 5. Current threatened species listed for the Gloucester LGA
Fauna – Common Name Scientific Name Status
Booroolong Frog Litoria booroolongensis Endangered
Davies' Tree Frog Litoria daviesae Vulnerable
Glandular Frog Litoria subglandulosa Vulnerable
Stuttering Frog Mixophyes balbus Endangered
Speckled Warbler Pyrrholaemus saggitatus Vulnerable
Rufous Scrub-bird Atrichornis rufescens Vulnerable
Gang-gang Cockatoo Callocephalon fimbriatum Vulnerable
Glossy Black-Cockatoo Calyptorhynchus lathami Vulnerable
Black-necked Stork Ephippiorhynchus asiaticus Endangered
Wompoo Fruit-Dove Ptilinopus magnificus Vulnerable
Superb Fruit-Dove Ptilinopus superbus Vulnerable
Olive Whistler Pachycephala olivacea Vulnerable
Grey-crowned Babbler
(eastern subspecies)

Pomatostomus temporalis
temporalis

Vulnerable

Powerful Owl Ninox strenua Vulnerable
Masked Owl Tyto novaehollandiae Vulnerable
Sooty Owl Tyto tenebricosa Vulnerable
Flame Robin Petroica phoenicea Vulnerable
Scarlet Robin Petroica boodang Vulnerable
Eastern Pygmy-possum Cercartetus nanus Vulnerable
Spotted-tailed Quoll Dasyurus maculates Vulnerable
Eastern Quoll Dasyurus viverrinus Endangered
Brush-tailed Phascogale Phascogale tapoatafa Endangered
Common Planigale Planigale maculate Vulnerable
Parma Wallaby Macropus parma Vulnerable
Brush-tailed Rock-wallaby Petrogale penicillata Vulnerable
Red-legged Pademelon Thylogale stigmatica Vulnerable
Eastern Freetail-bat Mormopterus norfolkensis Vulnerable
Broad-toothed Rat Mastacomys fuscus Vulnerable
Broad-toothed Rat at
Barrington Tops

Mastacomys fuscus Endangered

Yellow-bellied Glider Petaurus australis Vulnerable
Squirrel Glider Petaurus norfolcensis Vulnerable
Koala Phascolarctos cinereus Vulnerable
Rufous Bettong Aepyprymnus rufescens Vulnerable
Long-nosed Potoroo Potorous tridactylus Vulnerable
Grey-headed Flying-fox Pteropus poliocephalus Vulnerable
Large-eared Pied Bat Chalinolobus dwyeri Vulnerable
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Eastern False Pipistrelle Falsistrellus tasmaniensis Vulnerable
Golden-tipped Bat Kerivoula papuensis Vulnerable

Little Bentwing-bat Miniopterus australis Vulnerable
Eastern Bentwing-bat Miniopterus schreibersii

oceanensis
Vulnerable

Large-footed Myotis Myotis adversus Vulnerable
Greater Broad-nosed Bat Scoteanax rueppellii Vulnerable
Eastern Cave Bat Vespadelus troughtoni Vulnerable
Stephens' Banded Snake Hoplocephalus stephensii Vulnerable
Flora Scientific Name Status
White-flowered Wax Plant Cynanchum elegans Endangered
Milky Silkpod Parsonsia dorrigoensis Vulnerable
Barrington Tops Ant Orchid Chiloglottis platyptera Vulnerable
Veined Doubletail Diuris venosa Vulnerable
Slaty Leek Orchid Prasophyllum fuscum Vulnerable
Willi Willi Zieria Zieria lasiocaulis Endangered
Polblue Eyebright Euphrasia ciliolate Vulnerable
Fragrant Pepperbush Tasmannia glaucifolia Vulnerable
Broad-leaved Pepperbush Tasmannia purpurascens Vulnerable

The Grey Crowned Babbler is listed as vulnerable under
the TSC Act, with some family groups residing within
the Gloucester urban and industrial areas. As a result,
Gloucester Shire Council commissioned a Retention
Plan for the Grey-crowned Babbler and dedicated 2
areas as Babbler reserves.
A cat free zone around the main reserve area has been
put in place. Further, a grant from the NSW
Environment Trust was obtained to erect a fence
around a section of the identified Babbler
habitat to ensure the protection of the area from cats and dogs and to ensure the
habitat is protected.

ROADSIDE VEGETATION PROJECT

Roadside environments comprise a diverse range of
environmental, economic, social and heritage values
and provide a range of benefits in this regard.
Roadside environments make up 5% of total land area
in NSW, with local government responsible for the
management of around 85% of this area.
The Regional Roadside Environmental Policy (RREP)
has been developed as part of a resource kit that
includes management guidelines, GIS layers and staff
training. The kit enables HCCREMS member councils
to adopt a consistent approach to the management of
roadside environments in the region. The policy was
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finalised in early 2010 and other components are due for completion prior to the
end of 2010.

Roadside environments fall within the road reserve boundaries. Council is
responsible for maintaining the road reserve system including the management
of the flora and fauna.

The RREP policy will put up for adoption by Council and if accepted, will provide
with an important tool to assist in meeting a wide range of legislative
requirements. The policy provides a framework for management decisions
regarding roadside environments.

WEEDS

Weeds are problem plants that invade natural ecosystems, reduce agricultural
production and/or threaten other species including both plants and animals.
Weeds tend to be introduced species but can also be native species growing
outside their natural range.

Weeds pose one of the most significant threats to biodiversity after land clearing
and habitat destruction. Council is bound by legislation to manage declared
weeds, and in response has developed a Noxious Weed Policy (2006) and
Pesticide Use Notification Plan (2006). These policies are in place to ensure that
weeds are managed in accordance with the legislation and to assist in notifying
the public of any pesticide spraying that is being undertaken in public area that
are owned or controlled by public authorities.

Council also implements the Regional Weeds Strategy (RWS) (2008-2012)
developed by Mid North Coast Weed Advisory Committee. The RWS provides
landholders and land managers with a set of standards and guidelines for
implementing effective and co-ordinated weed control programs. Priority is also
given to new incursion surveillance, education and awareness programs. This
strategy is aligned to the NSW State strategies & Hunter/Central Rivers and
Northern Rivers Catchment Action Plans.

Council’s annual inspection program focuses on certain catchments each year.
The 2009/2010 annual program focused on the Avon River and Manning River
Catchments, with all noxious and environmental weeds mapped on Councils GIS
system. In the 2000/2010 year Council under took 360 property inspections.

Councils management of noxious and environmental weeds involve spraying,
releasing biological agents, slashing and some fire control along Council
roadsides, reserves, fire trails and adjacent to our rural villages. Educational
displays and information are distributed and held throughout the year.

Council has close ties with the Mid North Coast Weeds Coordinating Committee
as well as the Hunter Central Rivers Catchment Management Authority and
received funding to carry out work in the Bowman River Catchment on Blue
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Periwinkle and Honey Locust in the Waukivory Valley. These works were carried
out by local indigenous people.

Noxious and Environmental Weeds treated and mapped have
included Mother of Millions, Giant Parramatta Grass, Groundsel
Bush, St Johns Wort, Green Cestrum, Salvinia, Water Hyacinth,
Blackberry Noogoora Burr, Bathurst Burr, Privet, Camphor
Laurel, Cats Claw Creeper, Madeira Vine and Lantana.

Cats Claw Creeper (Macfadyena unguis-cati)

6.NOISE

NOISE POLLUTION

Noise pollution can be defined as unwanted or offensive sounds that
unreasonably intrude into our daily activities. Noise can have many sources,
most of which are associated with urban development: road, rail and air
transport; industrial noise; neighbourhood and recreational noise.

In relation to managing noise Gloucester Shire Council has developed a noise
zone map for the airport. Properties within the possible affection zone are
identified in planning certificates issued by Council under Sec 149 of the
Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979.

Figure 2: Airport Noise Map
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STATFORD COAL MINE

Stratford coal mine (SCM) has a Noise Management Plan (1996) in place that
details monitoring, reporting and management requirements in respect to
noise that the SCM operations.

The SCM Annual Report for 2009/2010June recorded 24 noise related
complaints. This was an increase of 1 complaint from the previous year. The
majority of complaints were in relation to night time noise. Details can be
viewed in the Annual Environmental Management Report 2010.

7. WASTE

Gloucester landfill site

GARBAGE DEPOT

Rehabilitation work has been conducted within the 2009/2010 year, including
revegetation, and bank re-alignment. This work is part of the annual rehabilitation
contribution.

WASTE MANAGEMENT/RECYCLING

In response to becoming a Regional Regulated Area (RRA), the Gloucester Shire
Council is required to pay $10/tonne for all waste. The introduction of the levy
meant changes to the local landfill which included the introduction of disposal
fees for non Gloucester residents and commercial vehicles, recording of amounts
and types of waste and reporting to the Department of Environment, Climate
Change and Water every 6 months. Landfill data shows that Gloucester Shire
residents and businesses have recycled in 2009/2010 :227 tonnes of steel, 2000
tonnes of green waste, 5260 litres of oil, 1047 herbicide drums to DrumMuster,
and 1475 tonnes combined recyclables to the landfill site. 3900 tonnes of waste
was deposited also. By 2014 DECCW requires that 66% of waste is recycled.
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Further education and recycling incentives will be introduced to meet this figure.
The current rate is approximately 49%.

MIDCOAST WASTE

In May 2009 Gloucester Shire Council, Great Lakes Council and Greater Taree
City Council signed a 10 year waste management contract with JR Richards and
Sons. The three councils are known as the Midcoast Waste Group and work
cooperatively together with the contractor to provide waste services across the
region.
The contract commenced in November 2009 with the introduction of the green
waste bin which provides residents with a kerbside service for garden waste.
The service has been well received, with a significant increase in the volume of
greenwaste delivered to the landfill. Monthly volumes have increased by 10-30
tonnes.
The Midcoast Waste group also developed educational materials that included an

information booklet, information for caravan
parks and motels to use as part of their welcome
package, and greenwaste brochures. The
Materials Recovery Facility (MRF) was opened in
Forster, NSW in March 2010. The facility is run
by JR Richards and Sons, and is where all
kerbside recycling is processed for re-use. The
facility enables tours of the MRF for community
and school groups, with an inbuilt educational
and MRF viewing room.

MOBILE MUSTER

Council continues to support and take part in the mobile muster campaign.

8. ECOLOGICAL SUSTAINABILITY

HUNTER AND CENTRAL COAST REGIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL
STRATEGY (HCCREMS) ACTIVITIES

Focus on Energy

The program, “Focus on Energy” allows local
residents to borrow an Energy Saving Kit for a 2
week period to measure the energy consumed by
house- hold appliances. Over the past 12 months
over 30 Gloucester residents have borrowed these
kits and discovered which appliances consume the
most energy.
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Focus on Facilities

Focus on Facilities is a new program developed by Hunter Councils during the
last 12 months and has provided funding for each of the member Councils to
undertake projects relating to energy assessments for Council assets. The region-
wide activities include events specifically on how to save energy and water at
priority facilities. Through this program Gloucester Shire Council has taken the
opportunity to become a member of Planet Footprint. Planet Footprint measures
Council’s environmental performance including consumption, costs and
emissions of Council’s properties for energy, streetlights, water, fleet, waste and
greenhouse. Once completed, the results will be compared and benchmarked .

Regional Approach to Climate Change Risk Assessment and Adaptation Planning by
Councils

Council staff attended local and regional workshops to look at and assess the risk
of Climate change to Council assets and infrastructure. These workshops are a
follow up on the Regional based Climate Change reports
that identified predicted changes at both regional and
local (as best as possible) level impacts.
The workshop process has identified 22 key risk areas for
Gloucester Shire and key actions and recommendations
that can be undertaken at both regional and local levels.
The document being prepared ‘Regional Approach to
Climate Change Risk Assessment and Adaptation
Planning by Councils’ provides each Council with actions
and recommendations that can be prioritised and
undertaken to increase the ability of the local government to adapt to a changing
climate over both short, medium and long terms.

Gloucester Sustainability Expo 2010

The Gloucester Sustainability Expo was proudly sponsored by Country Energy
and was held in conjunction with the Farmers Market, on Saturday 10th April
2010 at Billabong Park.
The Expo had exhibitors from a range of business areas that provide alternative
energy options, water saving products, solar hot water, chemical free cleaning
and waste management and had approximately 2000 people passing through the
exhibition.

Gloucester’s Community Economic Transition Program

The Gloucester Economic Transition Program (GET) is a community driven
program aimed at identifying key initiatives to enable economic growth and
development within Gloucester; while taking account of the changing
environment in terms of climate, environmental and sustainability issues.
The first phase of the Program has been completed and included an initial
Community Information Evening followed by a series of workshops to identify
initiatives to be considered as part of the GET Program. This process has
identified over 150 community proposals and a Steering Committee will be
established to advance the ‘priority’ activities.



28

THE GLOUCESTER PROJECT

The Gloucester Project is a community based organisation that is driving climate
change research and development for the Gloucester Shire using the Transition
Town principles. Some of the major initiatives that are being undertaken by the
Gloucester Project include:

Gloucester’s Farmers Market

One of the farmers market’s role is to reduce food miles and in the long term
develop Gloucester as a ‘food bowl’ area. The first Farmers Market was held in
February 2010 and from this has grown to a successful event supporting 50
stallholders offering a range of fresh produce including fruit and vegetables,
wine, cheese, beef, soap, olive oil, preserves and relishes, bread and baked goods.
Annually the Market turns over $500,000.

Tucker Patch Demonstration Site.

An area to demonstrate key food crops and techniques for the local area and key
growing times for different fruit and vegetables.

Purification and Sustainable Use of Water from Deep Aquifers

The Gloucester Project will give attention to the purification and use of
mineralised water, especially for horticultural use.

Energy Use

Helping community members reduce reliance on fossil fuels by
 Using less energy
 Researching the use of solar, wind, water, biomass and gas as sources of

energy
 Local generation of electricity
 Conversion of farm and road engines

Community Stall at Gloucester’s Farmers Market
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BASIX

The Building Sustainability Index (BASIX) was introduced in 2004 as a New
South Wales planning requirement that aims to reduce the environmental
impacts of new dwellings and more recently alterations and additions.

Figure 5. Sustainable housing features encouraged by BASIX for new
developments.

BASIX, the Building Sustainability Index, ensures homes are designed to use less
potable water and be responsible for fewer greenhouse gas emissions by setting
energy and water reduction targets for houses and units.

Since 2004 all new homes in the Gloucester local government area have
incorporated water and energy efficient design in accordance with BASIX.

SHIRE BUILDINGS

The Gloucester Shire Council is in the process of reducing it’s Carbon footprint by
installing Solar panels on the roof of the Council Chambers. This is due to be
completed in the 2010-2011 year and will reduce the Councils electricity usage
by 10-15%.

FOR ANY FURTHER INFORMATION ON THE STATE OF ENVIRONMENT REPORT,
PLEASE CONTACT GLOUCESTER SHIRE COUNCIL.


