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SUMMARY OF REPORT 
 
This report addresses the Rates Harmonisation Project currently underway and provides a 
recommendation for the adoption of categories and sub-categories for rating purposes and of 
a draft rate structure to form a community information program. 
 
SUMMARY OF RECOMMENDATION 
 
That Council: 
 

1. Adopt the categories and sub-categories outlined in the Table ‘Proposed Categories & 
Sub-Categories’ contained within the report. 

2. Adopt the draft rate structure contained within Annexure A as the basis for a community 
information program to be undertaken in early 2021. 

 
FINANCIAL/RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 
 
The rates harmonisation project does not increase the total amount of rates that Council can 
levy and collect as this is governed by ‘rate pegging’ legislation.  
 
LEGAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
The categorisation of land for rating purposes and development of rating structures are 
covered by specific requirements within the Local Government Act. These are outlined within 
the report. 
 
ATTACHMENTS  
 
A: Rates Harmonisation Briefing Paper – Morrison Low – May 2019 
B: Assessment of Ability to Pay – Mid Coast Council – Morrison Low – July 2019 
C: Rates Benefit & Service Pricing Report – MidCoast Council – Morrison Low – September 

2020 
 
Attachment A-C have been circulated to the Councillors and Senior Staff, however these 
Attachments are publicly available on Council's website. 
 

 
BACKGROUND 
 
The Local Government (Council Amalgamations) Proclamation 2016 which created Mid-Coast 
Council contained the following clause in respect of the rating structure and categorisation of 
land for rating purposes. 
 
25 Rating structure and categorisation of land for rating purposes 

(1) This clause applies to the levying of rates for the 2016/2017 rating year. 
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(2) The structure for rates applied by a former council to rates levied for a parcel of land in 
a former area for the 2015/2016 rating year is to be applied by the new council to that 
parcel. 

(3) The category or sub-category applied to a parcel of land in a former area for rating 
purposes for the 2015/2016 rating year is to be applied by the new council to that 
parcel. 

(4) It does not matter that different rating structures apply to different parcels because of 
subclause (2). 

(5) This clause does not prevent a person from applying for a review of a category under 
section 525 of the Act or from making an appeal under section 526 of that Act. 

(6) The rating structure is to be reviewed within the first term of the new council following 
the first election of the council. 

 
The Local Government Act 1993 was subsequently amended by the inclusion of section 218CB 
‘Transitional provision for maintenance of pre-amalgamation rate paths’ which allowed the 
Minister for Local Government to make a determination that allowed for the rating structures 
of the former councils to remain in place for a period of 3 years after such a determination was 
made. 
 
The Minister at the time made such a determination in May 2017 which meant that the rate 
structures of the former councils remained in place until 30 June 2020. 
 
Further changes to the Act provided the Minister with the ability to extend the ‘rate freeze’ 
provisions for a further 12 months. Council chose to accept the additional 12-month extension 
the result being that Council is required to have a single or ‘harmonised’ rates structure in place 
by 30 June 2021 taking effect for the 2021/2022 rating period. 
 
IMPACT OF RATES & RATEPAYERS 
 
The objectives of this project were twofold: 
 

1. To develop an equitable rating structure that distributes the rates burden fairly across 
the new LGA 

2. Balanced with the need to reduce the extent of a sudden, unexpected impact for the 
majority of ratepayers. 

 
To an extent these are conflicting objectives as any increase in what a ratepayer is currently 
paying may be viewed as being the result of an inequitable rate structure. The rates 
harmonisation process is also impacted by all of the rating policy decisions made by the former 
councils since 1993 (coinciding with the introduction of the new Act) and in some instances 
prior to that date. Those decisions have created the differentials that are being highlighted 
through this process. 
 
It is important to note at the outset that this Rates Harmonisation Project does not increase the 
total amount of rates that Council can levy and collect. This is governed by the general income 
requirements of the Act and by the rate pegging and special rate variation processes overseen 
by the Independent Pricing & Regulatory Tribunal (IPART). 
 
The announced rate peg for the 2021/2022 rating year is 2%. Council will increase its general 
income by this figure. It will not be making an application to the IPART for a special rate 
variation above the rate peg for the 2021/2022 rating year. 
 
The Rates Harmonisation Project will impact the amount of rates that will be levied on and 
payable by individual ratepayers. There will be ratepayers who will receive a decrease in their 
rates as a result of this process. Similarly, there will be ratepayers who will experience an 
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increase in the level of rates payable. This is an unavoidable outcome of the requirement to 
move to a single or ‘harmonised’ rate structure. 
 
Morrison Low described the impact as follows: 
 
“Even small changes to the rating structure will normally have large effects on the calculation 
of rates on some individual assessments, due to the nature of differential rates. 
 
History and past policy decisions work against this process because small policy differences 
have large cumulative impacts on individual rate assessments that will necessarily result in 
large adjustments in any new harmonised rate structure. 
 
There is no solution that will not produce outlier increases and decreases for individual 
ratepayers that may be beyond Council’s accepted tolerance level. Our objective throughout 
this process is to produce an equitable rates structure that distributes the rates burden fairly; 
and this objective is balanced with the requirement to reducing sudden, unexpected increases 
for the majority of ratepayers.” 
 
Using the Farmland category to illustrate this point, the following table shows the existing 
Farmland structures of the former councils. 
 

 No. of 
Assess 

Base % Base 
Amt 

Land Value Rate in $ Yield 

Gloucester       

Farmland 643 15.97% $619.50 $467,465,800 0.004485 $2,494,922 

Great 
Lakes 

      

Farmland 4,082 44.00% $387.00 $630,189,665 0.003191 $3,590,669 

Greater 
Taree 

      

Farmland 1,521 35.08% $741.00 $707,944,839 0.002946 $3,212,827 

Total 6,246   $1,805,600,304  $9,298,418 

 
There are significant differences between the Base Amount and the Rate in the $ applied to 
each of these existing structures. A move to a single Farmland structure will result in the 
movement of yield between the former areas and between ratepayers. The table below 
illustrates this using a base amount of $729 which is approximately 49% of the total yield for 
the combined Farmland category. 
 

Category - 
Farmland 

No. of 
Assess 

Base % Base 
Amt 

Land Value Rate in $ Yield 

Gloucester 643 48.97% $729.00 $467,465,800 0.002628 $1,697,247 

Great 
Lakes 

4,082 48.97% $729.00 $630,189,665 0.002628 $4,631,916 

Greater 
Taree 

1,521 48.97% $729.00 $707,944,839 0.002628 $2,969,288 

Total 6,246   $1,805,600,304  $9,298,452 

 
The above table indicates a movement of rate burden from Gloucester and Greater Taree 
Farmland properties to Great Lakes Farmland properties. This is due to the lower value of 
these properties and the lower base rate that applied. Gloucester properties with a higher base 
rate and ad valorem rate would experience a large decrease in rate burden from the example 
above. The Great Lakes figures contain 3,194 non-urban properties that are categorised as 
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Farmland and that generally have low values. Substantial increases in rates for these 
properties would be the result of adoption of this model. 
 
Note that this example is not the recommended structure but is provided to illustrate and 
highlight the challenges associated with this project.  
 
In preparation for the initial 30 June 2020 deadline Council engaged Morrison Low consultants 
to assist with the Rates Harmonisation Project. This work included the preparation of a number 
of briefing papers, undertake rates modelling and participation in workshops with Council to 
present, review and refine a draft structure of consideration. 
 
The Briefing Papers developed and presented to Council workshops included a Rates 
Harmonisation Briefing Paper, Assessment of Ability to Pay Report and a Rates Benefit & 
Service Pricing Report. These reports were prepared to provide Council with information in 
preparation for the strategic conversations that were held in respect of setting a new Revenue 
Policy and Harmonised Rates Structure. 
 
Those reports are included as Attachments A – C. It is noted that Attachment B “Assessment 
of Ability to Pay” has a Table on Page 1 which cannot be completed until Council adopts a 
Rate Structure. When this information is available the Table in the Report will be completed 
and included in the community information program.  
 
LEGISLATIVE REQUIREMENTS 
 
The legislative framework for setting rates and designing rating structures is set out in Chapter 
15 of the Local Government Act 1993. 
 
The focus of this report and of the council workshops has been on the development of a 
structure that addresses the ordinary rates levied by Council. Separate work is being 
undertaken in respect of annual charges, specifically domestic and non-domestic waste 
management charges and stormwater management charges. 
 
The rates that will be levied on an individual ratepayer are based on a combination of the 
category (or sub-category) that applies to the land, the valuation of that land and the structure 
of the rate determined by Council. 
 
Categorisation of Land 
 
Section 493 of the Act states that there are 4 categories of rateable land – farmland; residential; 
mining and business, and that Council may divide these categories into sub-categories in 
accordance with section 529. 
 
The relevant sections of the Act are reproduced below: 
 
514   Categorisation of land for purposes of ordinary rates 

Before making an ordinary rate, the council must have declared each parcel of rateable 
land in its area to be within one or other of the following categories— 

• farmland 

• residential 

• mining 

• business. 
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Note— 
Land falls within the “business” category if it cannot be categorised as farmland, 
residential or mining. The main land uses that will fall within the “business” category 
are commercial and industrial. 

 
515   Categorisation as farmland 

(1) Land is to be categorised as farmland if it is a parcel of rateable land valued as one 
assessment and its dominant use is for farming (that is, the business or industry of 
grazing, animal feedlots, dairying, pig-farming, poultry farming, viticulture, orcharding, 
bee-keeping, horticulture, vegetable growing, the growing of crops of any kind, forestry 
or aquaculture within the meaning of the Fisheries Management Act 1994, or any 
combination of those businesses or industries) which— 
a) has a significant and substantial commercial purpose or character, and 
b) is engaged in for the purpose of profit on a continuous or repetitive basis (whether 

or not a profit is actually made). 
(2) Land is not to be categorised as farmland if it is rural residential land. 
(3) The regulations may prescribe circumstances in which land is or is not to be 

categorised as farmland. 
 
516   Categorisation as residential 

(1) Land is to be categorised as residential if it is a parcel of rateable land valued as one 
assessment and— 
a) its dominant use is for residential accommodation (otherwise than as a hotel, motel, 

guest-house, backpacker hostel or nursing home or any other form of residential 
accommodation (not being a boarding house or a lodging house) prescribed by the 
regulations), or 

b) in the case of vacant land, it is zoned or otherwise designated for use under an 
environmental planning instrument (with or without development consent) for 
residential purposes, or 

c) it is rural residential land. 
 

(1A) For the purposes of this section, a boarding house or a lodging house means a 
building wholly or partly let as lodging in which each letting provides the tariff-paying 
occupant with a principal place of residence and in which— 
a) each tariff charged does not exceed the maximum tariff for boarding houses or 

lodging houses for the time being determined by the Minister by order published in 
the Gazette for the purposes of this subsection, and 

b) there are at least 3 tariff-paying occupants who have resided there for the last 3 
consecutive months, or any period totalling 3 months during the last year, 

and includes a vacant building that was so let immediately before becoming vacant, 
but does not include a residential flat building, licensed premises, a private hotel, a 
building containing serviced apartments or a backpacker hostel or other tourist 
establishment. 

(2) The regulations may prescribe circumstances in which land is or is not to be 
categorised as residential. 
 

517   Categorisation as mining 
(1) Land is to be categorised as mining if it is a parcel of rateable land valued as one 

assessment and its dominant use is for a coal mine or metalliferous mine. 
(2) The regulations may prescribe circumstances in which land is or is not to be 

categorised as mining. 
 
518   Categorisation as business 

Land is to be categorised as business if it cannot be categorised as farmland, 
residential or mining. 
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519   How is vacant land to be categorised? 

If vacant land is unable to be categorised under section 515, 516 or 517, the land is to 
be categorised— 
a) if the land is zoned or otherwise designated for use under an environmental 

planning instrument—according to any purpose for which the land may be used 
after taking into account the nature of any improvements on the land and the nature 
of surrounding development, or 

b) if the land is not so zoned or designated—according to the predominant 
categorisation of surrounding land. 

 
529   Rate may be the same or different within a category 

(1) Before making an ordinary rate, a council may determine a sub-category or sub-
categories for one or more categories of rateable land in its area. 

(2) A sub-category may be determined— 
a) for the category “farmland”—according to the intensity of land use, the irrigability of 

the land or economic factors affecting the land, or 
b) for the category “residential”—according to whether the land is rural residential land 

or is within a centre of population, or 
c) for the category “mining”—according to the kind of mining involved, or 
d) for the category “business”—according to a centre of activity. 

 
Note— 

In relation to the category “business”, a centre of activity might comprise a business 
centre, an industrial estate or some other concentration of like activities. 

 
(3) The ad valorem amount (the amount in the dollar) of the ordinary rate may be the same 

for all land within a category or it may be different for different sub-categories. 
(4) Land may be taken to be irrigable for the purposes of subsection (2)(a) if, and only if, it 

is the subject of a water right within the meaning of the Valuation of Land Act 1916. 
 

Sections 520 – 528 deal with the procedural aspects of land categorisation for rating purposes. 
 
Each of the former councils had categorised and sub-categorised parcels of rateable land to 
meet the requirements of those councils at the time. The current categories, the rate that 
applies and definition of uses to the various sub-categories are set out in the tables below 
which have been taken from the current Operational Plan. 
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For the purposes of this project a detailed review of the existing categorisation of land was not 
undertaken i.e. it was assumed that existing categorisation declarations were correct. Attention 
at workshops was focussed on the level of sub-categorisation that would be desirable in 
combining the existing rate structures into a single structure. 
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Farmland 
Farmland can be sub-categorised on the basis of intensity of land use, irrigability of land or 
economic factors affecting the land (noting that irrigability is related to water rights within the 
meaning of the Valuation of Land Act). 
 
The existing Farmland structures contained 1 sub-category within the former Great Lakes 
structure that covered land described as non-urban predominantly located in the North Arm 
Cove, Pindimar, Carrington etc areas. These properties are residential type blocks which are 
zoned RU2 - Rural Landscape but cannot receive building approval however limited 
agricultural use may be permitted. 
 
Following consideration of various Farmland models that removed this sub-category it is 
proposed that it be retained on the basis of the intensity of use as it is recognised within the 
LEP as being capable of limited agricultural use in comparison with all other Farmland 
categorised properties which are required to meet the definition of Farmland under the Act. 
 
Mining 
There are 6 properties categorised as Mining across the entire MidCoast Council area. It is not 
proposed to sub-categorise on the basis of the kind of mining involved and as such there will 
be a single Mining category covering all such properties. 
 
Residential 
The Residential category covers the majority of rateable properties in the MidCoast Council 
area. Acknowledging the differences in values, availability of and access to services and 
facilities and the varying size and locality of population centres it is proposed that sub-
categories be utilised in the Residential rate structure. 
 
The Residential category can be sub-categorised based on centres of population or if the land 
is rural residential land.  
 
The definition of rural residential land is land that is the site of a dwelling, is not less than 2 
hectares and not more than 40 hectares and does not have a significant and substantial 
commercial purpose or character. There are also criteria in relation to the zoning of the land 
that need to be considered. 
 
It is not proposed that a rural residential sub-category be created. For land to fall within this 
sub-category it must meet the all parts of the criteria. In practice this raises anomalies 
particularly in rural residential estates where there may be small variations in the area of 
adjoining properties eg 1 property with an area of 1.99ha adjoining a property with an area of 
2.01ha and both having a dwelling – the result is that the 2.01ha property is sub-categorised 
as rural residential and the 1.99ha property is not. 
 
It is proposed to continue with the sub-categorisation of the Residential category based on 
centres of population. The current sub-categories for the former council areas are set out 
below: 
 

Great Lakes Greater Taree Gloucester 
 

Forster Taree Gloucester 

Tuncurry Cundletown Barrington 

Green Point Wingham Stratford 

Pacific Palms Hallidays Point Craven 

Winda Woppa Old Bar  Residential Rural 

Hawks Nest Harrington   

Tea Gardens Coopernook  
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North Arm Cove Croki  

Pindimar Johns River  

Seal Rocks Krambach  

Coomba Park Lansdowne  

Nabiac Tinonee  

Bulahdelah Rural Estates  

Stroud Residential Rural  

Residential Rural Black Head  

 Crowdy Head  

 Wallabi Point  

 Diamond Beach  

 Manning Point  

 Red Head  

 Tallwoods Village  

  
Following considerable discussion at the workshops it is proposed to create the following sub-
categories under the new structure. 
 

Sub-Category Sub-Category 

Forster Pindimar 

Tuncurry Pacific Palms 

Taree Seal Rocks 

Cundletown Smiths Lake 

Wingham Green Point 

Gloucester Hallidays Point - including Black Head, Red 
Head, Diamond Beach & Tallwoods Village 

Hawks Nest Old Bar / Wallabi Point – including Manning Point 

Tea Gardens Harrington / Crowdy Head 

North Arm Cove Winda Woppa 

  
It is also proposed that those existing sub-categories that are not mentioned in the table above 
will cease to be sub-categories and will remain categorised as Residential. 
 
It is a requirement of the Act that all properties across the council area be categorised into one 
of the four allowable rating categories. It is not a requirement that all properties be sub-
categorised. The rate structure that will be proposed below groups certain sub-categories and 
applies a common base amount and ad-valorem rate to them eg properties along the coastal 
strip. It is the properties falling in centres of population where a common rate other than that 
proposed for the Residential category that have been identified above as requiring sub-
categorisation. 
 
Business 
As identified above land is categorised as Business if it cannot be categorised in one of the 
other 3 categories. Sub-categorisation is based on centres of activity. All of the former councils 
have created sub-categories that generally align with town or village boundaries with the 
remaining properties in the Business category. 
 
Those existing sub-categories are set out below followed by the proposed sub-categories 
 

Great Lakes Greater Taree Gloucester 

Forster Town Commercial / Industrial 

Tuncurry Village Other 

Council Administration Rural  

Business   
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Proposed Business Sub-categories 
 

Forster 

Tuncurry 

Gloucester 

Taree 

Cundletown 

Wingham 

 
Note that all other properties that are categorised as Business will not be sub-categorised. 
There are approximately 975 of these properties to which the Business rate will apply. 
 
The table below outlines the new category / sub-category proposal and includes the number 
of properties within each category or sub-category. Where there is no sub-category listed, this 
represents the properties that have not been further sub-categorised. 
 
PROPOSED CATEGORIES & SUB-CATEGORIES 
 

Category Sub-Category No. of assessments 

Farmland  3,056 

 Low-Intensity 3,194 

Residential (No Sub-Category) 12,313 

 Forster 7,250 

 Tuncurry 3,171 

 Taree 6,823 

 Cundletown 717 

 Wingham 2,140 

 Gloucester 1,175 

 Hawks Nest 1,384 

 Tea Gardens 1,409 

 North Arm Cove 403 

 Pindimar 196 

 Pacific Palms 1,042 

 Smiths Lake 1,022 

 Seal Rocks 61 

 Green Point 311 

 Hallidays Point 2,022 

 Old Bar / Wallabi Point 2,498 

 Harrington / Crowdy Head 1,934 

 Winda Woppa 167 

Business (No Sub-Category) 975 

 Forster 405 

 Tuncurry 215 

 Taree 722 

 Cundletown 11 

 Wingham 108 

 Gloucester 243 

Mining  6 

 
It should be noted that these sub-categories are based on the existing sub-category maps. It 
will be necessary to review these maps and identify any areas where town or village 
boundaries have expanded and require adjustments to sub-categories. 
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Should Council adopt these categories / sub-categories there is an administrative process that 
will follow to notify ratepayers of the new category / sub-category that is proposed to apply for 
the 2021/2022 rating year. There are appeal processes associated with these declarations 
which are set out in sections 520 – 528 of the Act. 
 
The Structure of a Rate 
The existing rate structures of the former councils predominantly consist of a base amount to 
which an ad-valorem amount is added. Business rates in the former Greater Taree structure 
consisted of an ad-valorem amount subject to a minimum amount of rates while the Gloucester 
Mining rate structure was 100% ad-valorem. 
 
The proposed structures for each category and sub-category are all configured on a base 
amount + ad-valorem component methodology.  
 
From a legislative perspective the following matters need to be considered in applying a base 
amount and ad-valorem structure. 
 

• The base amount may be uniform or may vary between categories or sub-categories. 

• The base amount is applied uniformly to all land subject to the rate (or category or sub-
category of a rate). 

• The base amount cannot produce more than 50% of the total revenue to be derived 
from a rate (or the category or sub-category of the rate). 

• The ad-valorem amount of a rate is to be levied on the land value of all land that is 
rateable to the rate. 

• The ad-valorem rate may be the same for all categories or it may be different for 
different categories. 

• The same applies to categories and sub-categories i.e. the ad-valorem rate applied to 
a category and its sub-categories may be the same or different. 

 
Rate Structure Modelling 
A series of workshops have been conducted with councillors to consider the impact of moving 
from the 3 existing rate structures to a single rate structure. Initial modelling and workshops 
were undertaken by Morrison Low and focussed on the use of a range of common base 
percentages applied across a range of options for the number of sub-categories that may 
apply.  Later workshops undertaken by council staff focussed on the movement within 
categories and sub-categories to identify the percentage and dollar movements from the 
application of new structures. There was also a move from a common Base percentage to a 
common Base amount applying to categories and sub-categories. 
 
Having considered the information provided by Morrison Low around service costing and 
benefit analysis, models were prepared so that the rate burden was not shifted between 
categories i.e. the current amount of rates levied on the Residential category would be the 
same after the modelling. It was understood that the rate burden may move within categories 
and across sub-categories and this was a consideration in assessing the impact of any model 
that was produced.  
 
Modelling also focussed on the application of a common rate across sub-categories where 
there was a similarity in services and facilities provided and/or comparable valuations. 
 
The modelling has also been based on the 2020/2021 rate levy and each model reconciles 
back to the level of rating income levied for that year. This allows for a direct comparison 
between the current and modelled structure. Once a draft structure is adopted it will be subject 
to an increase equivalent to the rate peg of 2% when it is included in the draft 2021/2022 
Integrated Planning and Reporting documents. 
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The initial groupings looked at an Urban rate that would apply to the major urban centres of 
Taree / Cundletown / Wingham and Forster / Tuncurry, a Coastal rate that would apply to the 
centres of population along the coastline of the MidCoast area given the higher values and 
similar service levels, a Village rate focussed on small villages such as Stroud, Bulahdelah, 
Nabiac, Tinonee and a Residential rate that would apply to all other properties within this 
category. 
 
Based on the consideration of these models, the movement of rates burden between sub-
categories and the range of movements in terms of percentage and dollar value a draft 
structure as contained in Annexure A was provided for consideration. 
 
For Farmland, modelling focussed on the use of a single category covering all properties 
categorised as Farmland. Consideration was also given to the creation of a separate sub-
category containing those non-urban properties from the former Great Lakes structure. Models 
were prepared for this scenario as well. 
 
There are few options available minimise the movement of rates across the Farmland category. 
The differences between each of the former councils is significant and any model that applies 
a common structure across all of these properties results, in general, in a reduction of rates 
levied on former Gloucester Farmland, increases in the former Great Lakes Farmland 
properties and increases and decreases across the former Great Taree Farmland category. 
 
A separate sub-category for the non-urban land in the former Great Lakes is recommended 
with the rate burden maintained at a similar level to the current level. While this does not 
provide a resolution to the longstanding issue of the rating of these properties, it does maintain 
the status quo in terms of level of rates paid, level of outstanding debts etc. 
 
This proposed structure is shown in Annexure A. 
 
The Mining category contains 6 properties of which 2 are large coal mines. Any single structure 
results in a shift of rate burden from the Gloucester mine (Stratford) to the Great Lakes mine 
(Duralie) with smaller increases in the smaller mines. 
 
A structure utilising a 1% base amount is recommended and included in Annexure A. 
 
The Business category provides similar challenges to the Residential category. A change from 
a minimum rate structure to a base and ad-valorem structure is proposed for the former Greater 
Taree business properties. This provides consistency across the entire rate structure. To 
minimise impact, it is proposed that there be separate sub-categories and rates that cover the 
main business centres of Forster / Tuncurry, Taree / Cundletown / Wingham and Gloucester. 
All other Business categorised properties would be subject to a single rate. 
 
This structure is shown in Annexure A. 
 
For comparative purposes the current rate structure as adopted by Council is included as 
Annexure B. 
 
COMMUNITY CONSIDERATION 
 
It is proposed that the draft structure form the basis of a community information program to be 
undertaken in the new year. This will provide the community opportunities to understand the 
likely impact of the move to a single or ‘harmonised’ rate structure on their individual 
circumstances and for feedback on the structure at a strategic level. 
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This provides time for Council to consider any feedback received and whether amendments 
are required to the draft rate structure prior to its inclusion in the 2021/2022 draft Statement of 
Revenue Policy (which forms part of the 2021/2022 draft Delivery Program / Operational Plan). 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That Council: 
 

1. Adopt the categories and sub-categories outlined in the Table ‘Proposed Categories & 
Sub-Categories’ contained within the report. 

 
2. Adopt the draft rate structure contained within Annexure A as the basis for a community 

information program to be undertaken in early 2021. 
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ANNEXURES  
 
A: Proposed Draft Rate Structure for MidCoast Council  
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B: Current Rate Structure for MidCoast Council 
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