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Summer 2020

BUSHFIRES, DROUGHT AND 
NATIVE WILDLIFE
How can you help our wildlife in these 
extreme conditions?
 
The bushfires in our region have had a significant 
human impact, including the loss of life, human 
injury, damage and destruction of property, the loss 
of stock and pets and serious trauma.

The scale and magnitude of the bushfires has 
also caused death and injury to millions of native 
animals, including koalas, possums, gliders, 
echidnas, kangaroos and wallabies, reptiles, birds 
and frogs.  The fires have burnt through areas of 
locally and regionally significant koala populations.  
The Kiwarrak area contained the highest abundance 
of koalas and this area was severely affected, along 
with habitats in the Rainbow Flat, Possum Brush, 
Wherrol Flat, Lansdowne and Dingo Tops areas.  In 
Forster, the core squirrel glider area has been severely 
burnt.

In fire-affected areas, wildlife that are not killed are at serious risk of 
infection, dehydration, starvation, effects of smoke inhalation and predation.  
The fires destroy shelter, pollute water resources with sediment and ash and remove 
food resources. Habitat trees (hollow-trees) are severely affected either by the fire itself or post-fire felling to reduce 
risk and to black-out burnt landscapes.  Hollows in trees are a critical resource for wildlife.  The wildfires have 
burnt and damaged vegetation, including plant species and vegetation types that are sensitive to the effects of fire 
(rainforests, wetlands), that may take decades or longer to recover.  Animals dispersing from fire affected areas are 
also at greater risk of predation, dog and cat attack and vehicle strike.  Burnt landscapes are at risk from erosion due 
to the loss of vegetative cover and invasion by weeds. 

• Put containers of clean, fresh water in affected areas in the shade with sticks, mesh or rocks to prevent small 
animals drowning

• Be mindful of domestic pets in wildlife areas - please keep cats indoors (especially at night) and keep dogs under 
your control

• Watch for animals crossing roads, especially in or near burnt areas

• Put out fruit for native birds, reptiles, bats and other mammals with a high water content (eg watermelon, apples, 
pears, oranges)

• Install nesting boxes and retain logs and rocks for animal shelter

• Avoid non-essential clearing of burnt and unburnt native vegetation

• Use the FAWNAfood4wildlife initiative - public collection points with free macropod pellets and wild bird seed are 
set up at Taree, Wingham, Bobin, Nabiac, Rainbow Flat, Hallidays Point, Old Bar and Manning Point. Instructions 
are at the collection points.

How can you help?

https://www.fawna.org.au/food-4-wildlife-food-stations-midcoast-lga/
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Prior to the fires wildlife and the natural environment were already under severe stress from the effects of drought, 
combined with the legacies of clearing of habitat, feral pests, weeds and pollution.  The consequences of fire in 
combination with these pressures are severe.  The threats multiply and accumulate, drought has taken away their 
water and fire has taken away their food. The community can assist wildlife recovery and environmental protection 
efforts.

Members of the community are asked not to enter bushfire-affected landscapes unless it is safe to do so.  If an 
injured or burnt animal is encountered, if safe, the animal should be captured and wrapped loosely, ideally in 100% 
cotton fabric. The animal should be placed in a ventilated box with a lid and kept in a dark, quiet place.  If it is a 
koala, please call Koalas in Care on 6552 2183.  For other native wildlife, call FAWNA on 6581 4141 or transport 
the animal to the nearest vet. Please do not attempt to feed the animal.  Do not try to capture injured flying-foxes, 
birds of prey, snakes, goannas or micro-bats.  For these animals, please call FAWNA so that a trained rescuer can 
attend to the animal.

The community is asked to immediately report all koala sightings to Koalas in Care on 6552 2183.  Even if the koala 
appears healthy and unburnt, it needs to be assessed by trained rescuers.

WATER FOR WILDLIFE
 
Native animals are adapted to be able to survive with the water sources that 
are available to them in the landscape or in their food, because of this it’s 
usually in the animals’ best interests to leave them be. But in the extreme 
drought conditions that are currently facing the MidCoast region it can be 
helpful to place water stations in the landscape to assist wildlife.

There are a variety of ways to create water stations, from birdbaths, simple 
containers of water through to building specialised drip feeders. For most 
people placing a small container of water in their backyard is the easiest 
solution, there are however some things to take in consideration to help 
protect the animals.

To ensure that your water station is suitable for a large variety of wildlife do 
the following:

• Place the container in a shaded area to reduce evaporation and provide the 
animals with some respite and cover.

• If possible dig the water container partially into the soil, this will help keep 
the water cooler, reduce evaporation and prevent larger wildlife from knocking 
over the container.

• Fill the container with clean, fresh water.

• Place a variety of different sticks, rocks and/or mesh in the water container, 
this will provide birds and animals with an area to perch and also prevent 
them from falling in the water and drowning.

• You can also place fruit and other suitable food nearby for native wildlife.

• Make sure you continue to refill your water station as necessary.

By creating a water station you are assisting 
local wildlife, particularly in bushfire affected 
areas and you’ll be surprised by how many 
different birds and animals come to visit for 

a drink.
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HOW HEALTHY ARE OUR WATERWAYS?
 
Healthy waterways and catchments keep our local towns and communities thriving. Understanding the health of our 
waterways is a vital step in being able to manage them effectively. Each year MidCoast Council teams up with experts 
from the Department of Planning, Industry and Environment to undertake water quality monitoring, the result is the 
MidCoast Waterway and Catchment Report Card.

In 2019 fifteen of the eighteen sites monitored across six catchments received an ‘A’ or ‘B’ grade. Overall, scores 
improved from last year with all but one site maintaining or improving their grade.

Low rainfall and minimal catchment runoff during the sampling period resulted in improved water clarity; however the 
abundant light provided suitable growing conditions for algae.

The results show that there is still room for improvement in all our catchments as nutrient inputs from urban and rural 
land continue to fuel algal growth.

For more details on the results and the work Council undertakes with our community and partners to improve water 
quality go to www.midcoast.nsw.gov.au/reportcard.

Results of the 2019 Waterway and Catchment Report Card

www.midcoast.nsw.gov.au/reportcard
www.midcoast.nsw.gov.au/reportcard
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CATCHMENT 
CELEBRATION
 
During October catchment celebrations were held 
throughout the MidCoast region to promote the 
release of the Waterways and Catchment Report 
Card.

Celebrations commenced at the Lakeside Living 
Museum on the forshore of Wallis Lake in Pacific 
Palms. This special event was designed for curious 
kids and adults who wanted to discover more about 
our incredible waterways and the animals and plants 
that rely on them. Over 300 people attended and 
enjoyed the day undertaking fun hands-on activities, 
attending guided tours and watching live performances.

Following the release a number of other events were 
held to connect people with our important  environment 
including spotlighting tours, walks through the dunes and 
wetland areas, whales talks and tree planting events. Over 500 
people attended the different events.
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ommunity members investigting the creatures that live in Wallis Lake
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FORSTER SQUIRREL 
GLIDERS

 
The Forster  squirrel glider population and other native 
wildlife received a helping hand recently with members 
of the local community participating in a tree planting 
day in October. The event was run as a part of council’s 
catchment celebrations and the NSW Environmental Trust 
squirrel glider project. It was a great success attended by 
20 volunteers which included a number of young and very 
enthusiastic helpers from the local childcare centre who 
were very happy to get their hands dirty. 

Approximately 70 native trees, shrubs and grasses were 
planted at the event. As they grow and mature they will 
provide feeding and nesting habitat for a wide range of 
native animals, including the NSW listed vulnerable species, 

the squirrel glider. The plantings compliment on-ground 
works that have been implemented across the council bushland 

reserves in Forster to protect and enhance habitat for squirrel 
gliders over the last 2 years. This has included bush regeneration 

works, installing nesting boxes, removing rubbish, community education 
and the management of feral animals. The project, funded by the NSW 
Environmental Trust is now in the final year and has achieved some very 
positive on-ground results.
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embers planting squirrel glider habitat in Forster

Unfortunately, the recent bushfires in Forster resulted in catastrophic damage 
and loss of habitat for native wildlife. The areas around Golden Ponds and 
The Southern Parkway suffered extensive fire damage through core areas 
of known squirrel glider habitat and this is likely to have a considerable 
impact on the population. Once the immediate threat of fire and falling trees 
had subsided, an inspection of fire impacted lands was undertaken. While 
large areas of habitat and many nesting boxes were destroyed, there was 
some very good news with squirrel gliders observed residing within intact 
nesting boxes at Golden Ponds and The Southern Parkway Reserves. 

The availability of food for these special animals is now scarce and highly 
fragmented and the risk of predation by native, feral and domestic animals, 
particularly cats is very high. It is important that residents in urban areas 
keep cats indoors or in a cat enclosure. 

Additional nesting boxes have been installed to provide homes for squirrel 
gliders and other animals while the habitat recovers. 14 glider nest boxes 
and 4 nest boxes designed for microbats were placed in trees in the reserves 
in December. Further nesting boxes will be placed in the reserves in early 
2020 and periodic monitoring will be undertaken. Bush regeneration works 
have also progressed well with extensive primary and follow-up weeding 
taking place through the Karloo Street and Lakeview Crescent Reserves. 
Further work to reduce the threat of weeds will continue throughout 2020.

Squirrel gliders found nesting in an 
intact box after the fires.

A burnt nesting box after the fires went 
through land on the Southern Parkway. New interpretive signage has also been installed near the plantings.
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GUDGEON RESCUE
Saving the future of our creeks 
and rivers 

New South Wales is 100% drought declared 
with the MidCoast region experiencing extreme 
drought. As the drought continues and water 
shortages increase more animals both aquatic and land 
based are being affected.

During November MidCoast Council staff members undertaking works on 
bridge upgrades on Cedar Party Creek in the Wingham area came across 
an isolated pond in a creek bed being affected by the drought.

Seeking refuge in the pond were hundreds of native fish including striped 
and Cox’s gudgeons, small freshwater fish that prefer to live in the bottom 
of our creeks. These gudgeons were in danger with the pond continuing to 
dry-up and no rainfall on the horizon.

A larger waterbody with suitable habitat was located downstream and 
included plenty of underwater rotting leaf litter for the gudgeons to hunt 
and hide in. As many as possible were rescued and relocated with the 
hope that when the rains come, and the water flows, they can swim back 
upstream and repopulate the creek once again.

CATTAI WETLANDS CLOSURE
Cattai Wetlands closed for safety after fires 

Cattai Wetlands are an important coastal wetland located near 
Coopernook in the Manning Valley. Once a farming property suffering from 
the effects of acid sulfate soils, over the last 17 years the site has been 
regenerated to restore its natural beauty and ecological values.

The Wetlands now provide a sanctuary for over 180 species of birds, 
kangaroos, wallabies and goannas. The Wetlands have also become 
popular with local and international visitors.

Unfortunately MidCoast Council has had to close the popular site following 
the bushfire that swept the area in November.

Council’s Natural Systems manager Gerard Tuckerman described the 
severity of fire damage to the wetlands.

“The already dry conditions on the site meant the fire moved through 
quickly and has destroyed a large area of the wetland and the public 
infrastructure has also taken a big hit,” Mr Tuckerman said.

“It will take quite some time for the site to regenerate and once the 
bushfire threat subsides our team will be out there working to restore the 
boardwalk and bridges that were burnt.”

“We are grateful for the efforts of the Rural Fire Service (RFS) who are 
helping us protect some of the remaining tourism infrastructure on the 
site such as the education and picnic shelter, toilets, bird hide and the 
remaining boardwalk,” Mr Tuckerman said.

“It is not safe or a suitable place for the visiting public at this stage and 
probably for some time to come.”Cattai Wetlands is closed to the public 

after fires have devestated the site.

MidCoast staff relocating gudgeons from a 
isolated pond in Cedar Party Creek.
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MAPPING COASTAL 
WETANDS
Detailed mapping undertaken in the 
Manning Estuary 
 
Coastal wetlands are amongst the most sensitive 
and significant vegetation communities in NSW and 
provide a range of ecosystem services including 
capture and storage of floodwater, nutrient 
cycling, and sedimentation. They provide habitat 
for threatened flora and fauna species and also 
provide a range of services to the community 
including agriculture, fishing, lifestyle and tourism 
activities.

The Manning Estuary is home to significant areas 
of coastal wetlands and MidCoast Council recently 
engaged specialists to map all these important 
coastal wetlands.  The study was undertaken using 
a range of different methodologies including 3D 
aerial mapping, field surveys both on ground and by 
boat, and surveying using drone technologies.

Once the field surveys were completed the data was 
assessed and information on wetland types, vegetation 
communities, condition and current threats were included in the 
mapping. Recommendations were also provided for restoration and 
protection of each of the wetland areas.

 Drone launch for coastal wetland mapping

Over 8906 hectares in total were mapped including 51 individual areas. Of the wetlands that were mapped 69% 
were in good/excellent condition, whilst wetlands in fair condition accounted for 19% of the total area mapped 
and poor/very poor condition equated to 12%.  The majority (86%) of all wetland types mapped are protected 
under State or Commonwealth legislation.

Following the study a fine-scale wetland map was produced that will be used to inform protection and 
enhancement programs, biodiversity conservation initiatives and water quality improvement projects. The 
mapping project will also play an important role in the preparation of the Manning River Estuary Costal 
Management Program which is currently in development with funding assistance from the NSW Government. It 
will provide strategic drection for the future management of the Manning River Estuary.

Coastal mangrove wetland in the south arm of the Manning River Estuary
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MidCoast Council Tel 6591 7222 
Email council@midcoast.nsw.gov.au

MidCoastCouncil

midcoast.nsw.gov.au

Creek to Coast is produced and published by MidCoast Council.  
Readers can subscribe online via the MidCoast Council website,  
www.midcoast.nsw.gov.au/creektocoast 
 

OUR MANNING RIVER
Photography Exhibition
The Manning River is one of the greatest assets in the 
MidCoast region and plays an important role for local 
communities and tourism. 

Our residents have told us that they love where they 
live and in order to prepare a strategic direction for 
the future of the Manning River Estuary Council are 
talking to the community about what they value about 
the Manning River Estuary and why it is important to 
them.

In September 2019, MidCoast Council launched a 
photography exhibition focusing on the Manning 
River.  The theme of the competition was: “What I love 
about the Manning River and why.”

Council received 185 images from 69 entrants 
including 5 juniors. The response was overwhelming 
and we wish to thank everyone who took the time to 
submit their entries. 

Winner: Mark Gutterson “Our river – our future” 

Junior Winner: Sam Lambert “Isolation of Brimbin Reserve” 

In communicating with the community in this way some of the values identified were the Manning River’s scenic beauty, 
healthy ecosystems, and places to have fun and restore the spirit. 

If you would like to see more of the photo entries the exhibit will be on display in the Harrington Library from January 21 to 
February 28 2020. 

This project is part of the Manning Catchment Management Program process assisted with funding by the NSW 
Government through its Coastal Management Program. For more information contact Louise Duff, Catchment Coordinator - 
louise.duff@midcoast.nsw.gov.au

www.midcoast.nsw.gov.au/creektocoast

