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NESTING BOXES FOR WILDLIFE
Many of our native animals require tree hollows for shelter and breeding 
but the formation of tree hollows is a slow process that can take 100 
or more years. Land clearing, urban development, logging and 
firewood collection have s ignificantly re duced th e availability 
of tree hollows, impacting on hollow-dependant species. 
Loss of hollow-bearing trees has such an impact that it has 
been listed as a Key Threatening Process under the NSW 
Biodiversity Conservation Act 2016. 

Nest boxes have been identified as a management tool 
that can be used by a range of species as a replacement for 
natural hollows. Although nest boxes are a great way to assist 
in conservation and to observe local wildlife they are only an 
interim measure to make up for the loss of hollow-bearing trees 
and they do not provide or enhance foraging resources for native 
animals. 

While there are conservation benefits of installing nest boxes, the most important step is to ensure existing natural 
hollows are protected and to increase the regeneration of native vegetation that will form new hollows. Where 
natural hollows are limited you can help local wildlife by installing nest boxes.

The recent bushfires have had devastating impacts on our native wildlife with the destruction of habitat and high 
rates of mortality across burnt landscapes in the MidCoast area. To give our native animals a helping hand while 

the native bush recovers, Council with very generous support from Conservation Volunteers 
Australia (CVA) and FAWNA are rolling out a supplementary nesting box program 

to provide interim shelter and nesting habitat for some of our tree dwelling 
animals. CVA have been hosting workshops in different locations across 

eastern NSW with volunteers to construct nesting boxes designed to 
suit a range of mammals including sugar gliders, squirrel gliders, 

brushtail and ringtail possums, phascogales, antechinus and 
various other species that have been impacted by the recent 

bush fires. 

Many of these boxes made by volunteers are being 
donated to MidCoast Council to roll out in our fire affected 

bushland reserves. The first batch of nest boxes 
designed for sugar gliders and squirrel gliders arrived 
in early March and Council staff immediately set to 
work to install the boxes. A number of boxes have 
been placed in the Council reserve at The Southern 
Parkway in Forster. This reserve was severely 
burnt in November 2019 and was, at the time, 
a core habitat area for the endangered squirrel 
glider in Forster. Nesting boxes had previously 
been installed on this site prior to the bushfires 
as part of an ongoing project supported by the 
NSW Government as part of their Environmental 
Trust.

As more boxes are made available they will be 
installed in other Council reserves to assist native 
wildlife recovery.

Squirrel glider investigating a nesting box
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CANE TOAD AND NATIVE 
FROG WORKSHOPS
 
When it comes cane toads all hope is not lost. While the 
spread of cane toads has been depressingly successful in 
the north of Australia – it has been a different story for 
the cane toads that have spread south of Byron Bay. 
Two satellite populations of cane toads, one close to 
Port Macquarie and the other close to Botany Bay 
have been successfully eliminated. Knowledge of 
cane toad behaviour, keen volunteers and the fact 
that in cooler climates toads can only reproduce at 
a limited time each year has led to these successes.     

Cane toad sightings are increasingly being reported 
in the MidCoast and Hunter regions. For example, 
a cane toad was recently found and reported along 
a walking track near Black Head Beach, Hallidays 
Point. Cane toads found in our region are unwanted 
stowaways, often found in rolled up camping gear or 
construction materials. 

To help ensure that we prevent these stowaway cane 
toads from establishing and impacting our native fauna 
species, Hunter Local Land Services and MidCoast Council ran 
a community workshop and a spotlighting night, to learn:

• how to tell the difference between native frogs and cane toads 

• cane toad versus native frog ecology 

• how to safely and humanely handle cane toads 

• identifying high risk sites for potential new cane toad incursions  
 
One of the key lessons from the day was do not kill suspected cane toads. The far majority of suspected cane toad 
sightings are in fact native frogs. If you find a suspect cane toad, do not touch it, as their skin is poisonous. If you 
do touch it, wash your hands with soap and water – the poison takes effect when in contact with your nose, eyes 
or mouth. Instead take a picture (ensure its head is in focus – as the toads main distinguishing characteristic is 
the bony ridge above the eyes and nose), and if you can, place a container over of the suspected toad and notify 
the Department of Primary Industries Hotline for Invasive Plants and Animals enquiries:1800–680-244. Email: 
invasive.species@dpi.nsw.gov.au; You can also lodge your sighting online: https://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/animals-
and-livestock/nia/new-incursions/cane-toad. 

Fortunately no cane toads were found 
on the spotlight walk. However, we 
did find native frogs, a squirrel gilder, 
brushtail possums and this ringtail 
possum within the littoral rainforest
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https://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/animals-and-livestock/nia/new-incursions/cane-toad
https://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/animals-and-livestock/nia/new-incursions/cane-toad
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PROTECTING OUR 
NATIVE WILDLIFE

 
The MidCoast region is home to a diverse range of 
native animals including some listed as threatened 
with extinction. This includes the squirrel glider, 
brush-tailed phascogale, long-nosed potoroo, regent 
honeyeater, spotted-tailed quoll, koala and native 
mice including the New Holland mouse and eastern 
chestnut mouse.

Predators, such as foxes, cats and dogs have played a 
significant role in the decline of these species, and the 
damage caused by the recent fires has exposed our 
native animals to an even greater risk from predatory 
animals across the landscape.

To help reduce the pressure on our native wildlife, feral 
animal controls on impacted Council lands are currently 

underway to help while the habitat recovers. A trapping 
program commenced in late February across 300 hectares 

of Council land in the Darawank locality primarily targeted 
foxes. This program consolidates ongoing controls undertaken 

over the previous three to four years which had seen a good reduction 
in the numbers of foxes in this part of the landscape.  On completion of the 
works at Darawank, the program will be rolled out to additional council lands 
at Minimbah and around Tinonee. 

Foxes aren’t the only threat to native wildlife, feral and domestic cats and 
dogs can also be a major stressor. It is estimated that over 60% of Australian 
households have one or more pets. Without their owners even knowing, 
domestic pets can catch and kill native animals or prevent them from entering 
a residential backyard. However, there are simple things all pet owners can 
do to protect native wildlife in and around their homes, see the box below for 
more information.

By working together to control predator species both in our bushlands and 
in our backyards we can provide our native wildlife with a fighting chance in 
the future.

    
     

     
      

        
            

                                                                                                                                                     Foxes, cats and dogs are some of the biggest threats to native wildlife

You can help native wildlife in your backyard 
by doing the following:

Desex domestic cats

Keep cats indoors or build cat runs or modular pet parks 
for cats 

Keep dogs and cats in your yard

Don’t leave out extra food for pets because you might 
attract foxes or Indian myna birds

Squirrel gliders, regent honeyeaters  
and antechinus are just some of the  
wildlife under stress from predators in 
the MidCoast area
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LAND FOR WILDLIFE
Maggie and Bruce Baldwin have owned 
their property at Krambach for almost 
20 years, and been Land for Wildlife 
members for 6 of those. The 
property had historically been 
grazed, but all stock had been 
removed prior to Maggie 
and Bruce taking over and 
beginning on the long 
path of weed control 
and supervised natural 
regeneration. 

This work was nearly 
undone in October 2019 
when the Hillville fire 
which had initially been 
threatening from the 
east, moved south before 
a southerly change began 
pushing the fire-front back 
north towards the Baldwin’s 
property. A normally wet 
south-facing rainforest gully on 
their southern boundary would 
have usually offered a buffer from such 
a blaze, but the unprecedented east-coast 
drought in 2019 meant that this normally dense, 
wet gully was also tinder dry. Luckily, the fire didn’t reach the 
Baldwin’s property, partly due to placement of containment lines, a change 
in weather and support from the local RFS. The Baldwin’s themselves were 
also well prepared and had well established and maintained asset protection 
zones around their house.

In 2018 Maggie and Bruce received funding through the Biodiversity 
Conservation Trust’s (BCT) ‘Conservation Partners’ Grants. This program 
provides up to $2,000 per year over a maximum of three years. The Baldwin’s 
have specifically directed this money towards work on a small gully on their 
property which had been overtaken by lantana. 

The Baldwin’s used the initial funding from the Trust to pay a bush regenerator 
to form a trail through the middle of the gully to allow access, as well as an 
initial treatment of the lantana. While this initial work was fairly expensive, by 
creating access into the gully, the Baldwin’s were then able to follow up on the 
remaining weeds. In this way, the money received from the BCT was a great 
source of ‘seed funding’ to kick off the project, allowing the Baldwin’s to tackle 
something which previously seemed insurmountable. 

With the remainder of the funding the Baldwin’s intend to cut another line 
through the northern edge of the gully to tackle the remaining section of 
lantana. After weeding they will rely on natural regeneration, as well as some 
targeted planting in areas where they want the canopy to fill in quickly and 
suppress future weed growth. 

If you are a Land for Wildlife member and would like to find out more about 
how to access this funding, head to https://www.bct.nsw.gov.au/conservation-
partners-program.

For more information on the Land for Wildlife program contact 
andrew.morris@midcoast.nsw.gov.au.

Lantana prior to works in 2018

Area post lantana removal in March 
2020

https://www.bct.nsw.gov.au/conservation-partners-program
https://www.bct.nsw.gov.au/conservation-partners-program
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WEED WORK AIDS RECOVERY 
AFTER FIRE

How pulling out weeds in your backyard can help 
our natural environment

Many Australians feel compelled to help our wildlife after this 
season’s terrible bushfires. One of the easiest ways to do this 
is by removing weeds, not only in bushfire affected areas but 
also in your own backyard.

Approximately 65% of bushland weeds in Australia are 
garden escapees - plants originally brought in as attractive 
garden plants. Over time, these plants have jumped the 
fence and invaded natural areas, suppressing native 
plants from growing, and impacting on our local wildlife.

Following fire weeds germinate more rapidly and have 
an even greater impact. Removing these weeds can help 
protect burnt habitats allowing them to recover more 
quickly and provide healthy habitat for native fauna.

In Pacific Palms the Backyard Bushcare project has been 
underway for several years targeting priority weeds of 
the MidCoast Region. The program is funded by the NSW 
Environmental Trust, and encourages local communities to 
work together to remove weeds from their own backyards, 

and by doing so help protect the natural bushland that 
surrounds their town. 

As part of the project weeding workshops were undertaken 
offering residents the chance to learn how to remove different 

types of weeds. Weed removal is complex and unfortunately there is 
no one removal technique that is suitable for all species, so these kinds of 
hands on training sessions can really assist in helping residents keep weeds 
under control.

By working together and removing weeds we can help rescue whole 
ecosystems and protect the biodiversity of our beautiful region.

No matter where you live in the MidCoast area you can also volunteer to do 
your bit for fire recovery right now. There are currently many existing landcare, 
bushcare, dunecare and other volunteer groups you can be a part of. If you 
are interested in joining a group contact MidCoast Council on 6591 7222 for 
more information.
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Volunteers from the Blueys Beach Dunecare group.
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                                          Aerial view of the Manning River

MANNING RIVER  
RESEARCH 
RESULTS 
AVAILABLE
 
MidCoast Council is currently preparing a Manning 
River Estuary Coastal Management Program 
(CMP). The CMP will help manage risks to the 
environmental, social and economic values of the 
estuary, taking a whole-of-catchment approach. 
As part of this process a number of different 
scientific and cultural studies have been undertaken 
over the past 12 months. 

Firstly community were invited to tell us what they 
value most about the Manning River Estuary and 
its catchments. Understanding what the community 
values  will help us manage and conserve what matters 
most to local people. 

Consultation with the community revealed the key values:

• River Health – healthy aquatic and riparian ecosystems and good 
water quality underpin all other uses.

• Plants and wildlife – biodiverse habitats for the full suite of flora and fauna 
communities.

• Sensory Experience – connecting to nature in wild spaces. Sanctuary and 
peace.

• Stories and History – cultural connections to the river and estuary for the 
Aboriginal community and settlers across multiple generations.

• Great Outdoors – recreational use for fun, fitness and well-being.

• Livelihoods - primary production – oysters, dairy and beef

A separate survey was also undertaken regarding farmers attitudes towards 
catchment management. Farming is an important land-use in the Manning 
catchment, providing regional economic benefits and contributing to food 
security. Farming is a way of life intimately connected to the land and river 
systems. Council investigated the motivations and challenges for beef and 
dairy farmers implementing measures to improve the ecology of the Manning 
River catchment. We invited farmers to participate in in-depth interviews to 
help us understand their perspective. The report will be used to shape policy 
and guide services that promote best-practice management on agricultural 
land in the catchment, meeting the needs of farmers to balance productivity, 
financial viability and catchment health. 

A rapid assessment scientific survey was also completed as part of the project. 
The Manning River Estuary covers 8,420 km2 from the mountains to the sea. 
There are almost 29,000 km of waterways, with 16 major subcatchments 
and 85 minor subcatchments. In all, rapid site assessments were conducted 
at 175 sites in the freshwater catchment and 31 sites in estuarine catchment. 

The Rapid Assessment Report provides a valuable snapshot of waterway 
condition throughout the Manning River Estuary and its catchment. It is based 
on field data from a one-off program of 206 rapid site assessments conducted 
in July-August 2019 during extreme drought conditions. It characterises land 
use, riparian, geomorphic and in-stream condition throughout the catchment.

To access the reports or learn more about the CMP Program visit https://
www.midcoast.nsw.gov.au/ourmanningriver

Sunset Glory  - Photo: Kalani Minns

Council staff undertaking field 
assessments

https://www.midcoast.nsw.gov.au/ourmanningriver
https://www.midcoast.nsw.gov.au/ourmanningriver
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WORKING TOGETHER AFTER 
FIRE
 
On 3 February 2020 Hunter Local Land Services coordinated a workshop 
to bring together natural resource management practitioners to share 
information on their current and planned activities and discuss opportunities 
for collaboration relating to bushfire recovery, following the 2019/20 summer 
bushfire season. Representatives attended from government agencies and 
the non-government sector, including MidCoast Council, Local Land Services, 
Midcoast-2-Tops Landcare, Soil Conservation Service, Naational Parks and 
Wildlife Service, Taree Indigenous Development & Employment (TIDE) and 
Conservation Volunteers Australia.

Together the needs of stakeholders involved in natural resource recovery in 
the local area were identified and a co-ordinated response was planned. The 
group shared information and opportunities across five themes: 

1.       Funding & support available 

2.       Knowledge gaps

3.       Water quality & instream health

4.       Wildlife & habitat

5.       Community engagement

For more information about the meeting and plans moving forward visit: 
https://hunter.lls.nsw.gov.au/_old/emergency/bushfires/bushfire-recovery-
resources

HOW CAN YOU HELP AFTER 
THE BUSHFIRES?
 
The bushfires took a toll on our community as well as our natural environment 

and native wildlife.

As our environment continues to recover, we know people want to 
help vulnerable members of our community. To assist Council’s 

Natural Systems team has put together a number of helpful fact 
sheets that include advice, contact details and ways that you can 
assist our wildlife, forests and waterways.

For more information or to view the fact sheets visit https://
www.midcoast.nsw.gov.au/Council/Emergencies-on-the-
MidCoast/Recovery-from-bushfire-events

    
    

     
     

      
        

             
                                                                                                                                                  Photo: A. Carlson

https://hunter.lls.nsw.gov.au/_old/emergency/bushfires/bushfire-recovery-resources
https://www.midcoast.nsw.gov.au/Council/Emergencies-on-the-MidCoast/Recovery-from-bushfire-events
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MidCoast Council Tel 6591 7222 
Email council@midcoast.nsw.gov.au

MidCoastCouncil

midcoast.nsw.gov.au

Creek to Coast is produced and published by MidCoast Council.  
Readers can subscribe online via the MidCoast Council website,  
www.midcoast.nsw.gov.au/creektocoast 
 

 
MIGRATORY SHOREBIRDS IN 

THE MIDCOAST
 

Internationally visiting shorebirds have once again proved 
to be a popular drawcard for our region. Aleutian Terns 

from Alaska, were first discovered visiting Farquhar 
Inlet in 2018  and brought in an estimated $200,000 

to the local economy. They once again visited 
this summer. In addition, 2019 proved to be the 
first time the roseate tern has been recorded at 
Farquhar Inlet. Roseate terns commonly migrate 
from North America’s north-eastern coast to 
Western Australia coastline.

For the endangered shorebirds that breed in our 
region, little terns, pied oyster catchers and the 
beach stone curlew, there was limited success 
this year. 28 little terns successfully fledged in 

2019 from the Manning Region, although this is 
down from last year’s 65, any breeding success is 

essential for the long-term survival of little terns. In 
addition, 21 little tern fledglings were found on Corrie 

Island, Winda Woppa. 5 pied oyster catchers were 
successfully fledged in the Manning region. Similar to the 

little terns this number was down from last year’s 20 pied 
oyster catchers. Unfortunately, the beach stone curlew has 

not breed in our area for a number of years now, with only one 
adult observed, it is strongly suspected that its partner was taken 

by a fox three years back.

On a more positive note for two years in a row no endangered shorebirds, 
or shorebird nests have been destroyed by 4WDs in our region. 4WD beach 

users have been respecting the shorebird exclusion fencing and abiding by MidCoast 
Council’s Driving on Beaches Policy by keeping between the high and low tide marks. 
This has been a fantastic turn around to the near complete destruction of shorebird 
nests some years back due to 4WDs. Unfortunately, this breeding season a number of 
pied oyster catcher eggs were destroyed by domestic dogs which are not permitted to 
roam within shorebird fenced areas. Domestic dogs cause destruction to the difficult 
to see eggs and disturbance to the adult Shorebirds. There is also a risk to domestic 
dogs if they enter this area as fox baits are often set within the proximity of shorebird 
breeding areas and these baits will prove fatal to domestic dogs. 

After such a high intensity, stressful summer for all concerned, it is good to see support 
for shorebirds is strong within our region. Shorebirds arrive from all over the globe in 
summer to breed here at Farquhar and Harrington, (and a handful of other specially 
selected places along the East coast of Australia such as Corrie Island) and we look 
forward to their arrival for summer 2020.   
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Little tern chick, 3 days old, known as a ‘runner’, this chick will take refuge under drift wood 
or within dune vegetation – awaiting the return of its parents. 

Difficult to see  little tern nest. A shallow 
scraping surrounded by shell grit and 
rocks. 

Photos - NPWS - Silas Darnell

www.midcoast.nsw.gov.au/creektocoast

