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PHASCOGALES TAKE UP 
RESIDENCE
MidCoast Council’s nesting box program continues to deliver positive 
outcomes for native animals with recent monitoring detecting the presence 
of the brush-tailed phascogale on conservation lands adjacent to the 
Wallamba River at Minimbah. Council installed the nesting boxes  mid 
2018, following the Aerodrome Road bushfire that damaged native 
vegetation including tree hollows.

The brush-tailed phascogale (Phascogale tapoatafa tapoatafa) is  a 
tree-dwelling marsupial carnivore. It has a characteristic, black, 
bushy ‘bottlebrush’ tail. Its fur is grey above and pale cream below 
and it has conspicuous black eyes and large naked ears. The 
species which is also known by its native name ‘tuan’, is listed 
as vulnerable in NSW under the Biodiversity Conservation Act 
2016. Despite phascogales widespread range across Australia, 
as a result of habitat destruction and predation by the red fox 
and feral cat, they are believed to have disappeared from roughly 
half of their former range and now have a patchy distribution 
around the Australian coast. The species is considered highly 
vulnerable to localised extinction.

Monitoring of the nest boxes in February 2019 delivered a surprise 
with two individual brush-tailed phascogales found residing in the 
specially designed boxes. Council’s Environmental Officer - Projects, Peter 
Goonan said “This was an exciting find for Council staff. We know the habitat is 
suitable and that these little critters are found in the general area, from recent and 
historical records at Nabiac and surrounds. It’s great to see that the nesting boxes 
we are putting out for our native fauna, particularly those species that are under 
threat of extinction are being utilised”.

FREE WHALES TALKS
MidCoast Council is hosting a FREE day of whale talks on June 15 at Bennetts 
Head in Forster. Talks will be held at 10.30am, 11.30am, 12.30pm and 1.30pm. 

Humpback whale numbers are growing annually and this year there are expected 
to be around 35,000 whales pass our east coast. They are an awesome sight 
even from land and learning about them adds to the excitement of spotting them. 

Dedicated Marine Naturalist Jeannie Lawson will be presenting the talks. Jeannie 
began whale watching and educating people about whales in 1983, during 
that time she has personally witnessed the rise in humpback whale numbers, 
something she is delighted by. 

“To have seen the comeback of a species from the brink of extinction is awesome. 
It just proves that nature will respond if given the chance by us humans to leave 
it alone and let the balance be restored. We just need to do it for more species 
now.”said Ms Lawson. 

No booking is required for the talks, simply come along and learn about the 
whales, and spot them as they go by. 

 Photo: Ray Alley
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LOWLAND RAINFOREST 
REGENERATION
Lowland rainforest is an Endangered Ecological Community (EEC) with only one 
percent  of this rainforest type remaining in NSW.

In the MidCoast region we are lucky to have a number of different reserves where 
Lowland Rainforest occurs and Council recognises it is important to regenerate 
these areas to conserve this rare ecosystem.

With funding from the NSW Environmental Trust and Council’s Environmental Levy, 
Council have spent the last two years restoring three important riverside reserves: 
Wingham Brush, Andrews Reserve and Flanagan’s Creek Spit.

These three reserves and a number of others on the Manning River floodplain form 
part of the broader Stepping Stone Project, a long-term initiative of Council that 
aims to create a linkage of rainforest remnants on the Manning in partnership with 
local environmental groups such as Manning Landcare.

One of the major threats to lowland rainforests are invasive weeds, particularly 
riparian vine weeds such as madeira vine, cats claw creeper and balloon vine, which 
smother and out compete native vegetation.

The introduction of an intensive weed control program and the replanting of a 
variety of local rainforest species will contribute to the recovery of these important 
ecosystems.    
Wingham Brush - Wingham Brush contains one of the largest remaining remnants of lowland rainforest and it is hoped the 
regeneration of the adjoining reserve will help to expand the rainforest and provide additional habitat for the grey-headed 
flying fox, which is Endangered in NSW. Restoration work that has been undertaken in the Wingham foreshore area has 
included the control of eight hectares of invasive exotic weed species that have been severely impacting upon the native 
vegetation and the restoration works that have previously occurred on site. So far, 934 supertubes, 495 tubestock and 30 
translocations have been planted to reduce competition from fast growing weed species and to close down canopy gaps.

Andrews Reserve - Andrews Reserve in Taree has also benefited from regeneration works, and 700 hours of hand weeding 
and spraying has gone into the primary breakdown of weeds along the riparian stretch on the two hectare site.

Flanagan’s Creek Spit - This site has seen weeding across six hectares as well as planting of 794 tubestock to connect 
isolated trees, forming corridors, and islands of vegetation to reduce weed edge effects. 

Balloon vine before and after treatment 
works at Wingham Brush

WHATS HAPPENING IN 
SMITHS LAKE?

Join us for a stroll along the foreshore to find 
out!

Meet Karuah and Great Lakes Landcare and MidCoast Council on 
Thursday 6 June from 9.30am at the boat ramp next to Frothy 
Coffee Boatshed, Smiths Lake.

Smiths Lake Landcare, along with Crown Lands, MidCoast Council 
and the community have been looking after this fragile environment 
for many years.

Come and see what has been achieved and what is planned. 
Learn to differentiate between weeds and natives and pick up some 

valuable techniques to control pesky habitat invaders. We’d also love 
you to consider being part of Smiths Lake Landcare and help in the war 

on weeds. 

This is a free event but spaces are limited. For catering purposes please RSVP to 
Joel Dunn, Phone: 0401 932 533 or email: joel.dunn@glcr.org.au.
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RESTORE THE CORE
Restoring our rainforests by the sea
Littoral rainforest is a flora community which only occurs on the coast and is 
extremely rare, comprising of less than one percent of the total area of rainforest 
in New South Wales. 

One insidious threat to these remaining rainforest communities is the increasing 
presence of highly invasive environmental weeds. Hallidays Point Landcare 
Group, who has been working hard over many years to control these weeds, 
identified patches of weeds on cliff tops and vertical cliff faces that were acting as 
a seed source, ready to respread throughout the rainforest. 

Over the past two years the NSW Environmental Trust and Council’s Environmental 
Levy have combined resources to ‘Restore the Core’ which aims to restore and 
strengthen a number of littoral rainforest remnants found at Hallidays Point. This 
project supported specialist contractors that applied their skills to target cliff-face 
weeds with the help of abseiling equipment.  The continual success of the project 
is highly visible with weeds such as bitou bush and Asparagus clearly showing 
the effects of dieback. With the final year of the project remaining the littoral 
rainforest is well on its way to recovery.

A similar project is also underway at Burgess Beach in the Forster region funded 
by the MidCoast Council Environmental Levy.

WORKING TOGETHER 
TO ERADICATE HONEY 
LOCUST
Honey locust (Gleditsia triacanthos) is a weed species introduced 
into Australia from North America. It is a serious problem along many 
river systems where it grows quickly and spreads incredibly efficiently 
thanks to its sweet seed pods which cattle love to eat.

The species is a priority for MidCoast Council due to its limited distribution 
along the Wallamba River, where projects to remove plants from along the 
riverbank have been underway since 2006. A co-operative program was initiated 
between Council, Karuah Great Lakes Landcare, Taree Indigenous Development 
and Employment (TIDE) and local landholders to continue efforts to eradicate the 
species along the river.

In 2019 works were again undertaken by TIDE rangers on 32 individual properties 
along the river. Using multiple control techniques and an integrated approach the 
rangers started at upstream sites and worked their way along the bank treating all 
existing honey locust trees. The rangers worked through the summer undertaking 
295 man hours treating 21 km of riverbank.

Glenn Jonas from TIDE who led the ranger team was impressed with how well 
the project went and how quickly the trees responded to treatment. “This was a 
great project to work on and it’s so satisfying knowing we’ve had such a positive 
effect. Almost immediately we saw the death of those trees which had been 
treated and its fantastic knowing the teams hard work has helped to get rid of 
such a terrible pest species.”

Works have now been completed however monitoring of this species will 
continue and further treatments will be undertaken if necessary.

The project is an example of how important collaboration and partnerships are 
and what can be achieved when we work together. It wouldn’t have been the 
success that it was without the assistance of the 32 landholders who allowed 
rangers access to their properties, Karuah Great Lakes Landcare who supported 
with materials and community links and the TIDE rangers who undertook the 
on-ground works.

Bitou bush, one of the target species 
for this regeneration work

Abseilers hard at work treating weed 
species on vertical cliff faces

Honey locust plants before and after 
treatment
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BIRDWATCHERS FLOCK TO 
FARQUHAR
Aleutian terns boost local economy

Aleutian terns (Onychoprion aleuticus)  are an endangered 
species that are not usually found in Australia. They 
breed in Alaska (USA) and east Siberia (Russia), 
and were previously only recorded in the southern 
summertime in the North Pacific a nd parts of 
Indonesia. 

To everyone’s surprise, in 2017 they were 
photographed at Farquhar Inlet using a sandbar 
that many birders are familiar with for being home 
to large groups of shorebirds. More than a dozen 
Aleutian terns returned again in 2018 and it is hoped 
that they will continue to be regular visitors to the Mid 
North Coast in the future.

To help protect the terns along with other endangered 
breeding shorebird species that call the Manning 
River Estuary home, MidCoast Council, DPI - Lands & 
Water Division, National Parks and Wildlife Services and 
Taree Indigenous Development and Employment (TIDE) 
partnered to establish fencing along the beach to protect the 
breeding shorebirds. The fencing provides shorebirds including 
the Aleutians with extra protection, reducing disturbance in the 
areas where they roost and rest and also helps protect the Estuary from 
vehicles.

  Photo: Ashley Carlson

The arrival of this species attracted large numbers of birdwatchers from throughout Australia to the area to see this special find.  
A recent paper by University of NSW scientists estimates that the birders who came to see the Aleutian terns brought between 
$200,000 to $360,000 in revenue to the NSW economy over about four months.

“After word got out to the birding community on 11 December 2017, the who’s who of Australian birders travelled to see these 
birds until about the end of March 2018,” says study lead author and UNSW Science PhD student Corey Callaghan.

“I think together, these studies are demonstrating the exceptional pull of vagrant birds to birders, while also showing the real 
economic potential of these events. They are contributing to local economies around the world all the time,” Mr Callaghan says.

“These types of unique experiences also add to the diversity of what the area has to offer visitors,” says MidCoast Council’s 
destination management co-ordinator Sharon Bultitude.

The case study highlights the economic value that low impact nature based activities can contribute to economies, a potential 
which is largely untapped in the region.
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WORLD WETLANDS DAY 
CELEBRATIONS
Residents visited Dawson Wetlands

The MidCoast is home to many beautiful natural areas and in February residents 
were invited to visit Dawson Wetlands as part of our World Wetlands Day 
celebrations. World Wetlands Day is held annually on February 2nd to raise public 
awareness of wetland values and benefits and to promote the conservation and 
wise use of wetland areas.

Wetlands are among the most diverse and productive ecosystems on the planet. 
They are often described as the kidneys of our catchments, filtering out pollution 
and keeping our waterways healthy. They also provide important habitat for a 
diverse array of birds, animals and fish, and are a great opportunity for people to 

wander in natural settings and observe wildlife.

Dawson Wetlands is 75 hectares of natural vegetation and timber 
plantation located north of Taree. While in the past the entire 

site has been used for timber harvesting, today areas of 
the site are being conserved for wildlife. The wetlands 

contain habitat for koalas and other arboreal species 
such as possums, gliders, birds and goannas. Surveys 

undertaken onsite also indicate that the wetlands 
support a significant part of a fauna corridor which 
links with core habitat to the west including Yarratt 
State Forest.

Guided tours of the site were held over two days 
with over 50 locals in attendance. 

“We were excited to have the opportunity 
to show off this beautiful site which is not 
currently open to the public. There has been 
a lot of regeneration works undertaken and 
it is not only a fantastic example of a natural 

wetland it is also a great example of how 
previously disturbed sites can be regenerated,” 

says Erin Masters Council’s Environment Officer - 
Water Quality and Education.

UNDERSTANDING THE MANNING RIVER
Catchment Management and the Manning River turtle

In 2019 the Natural Systems team at MidCoast Council will be conducting ‘Rapid river health and habitat assessments’ 
throughout the Manning River Catchment. This project seeks to provide baseline information to help develop the Manning 
Estuary Coastal Management Program (Manning ECMP). Once completed the ECMP will identify priority actions to improve 
the health of the Manning River Estuary and Catchment. As part of this project river reaches will be assessed for their 
ecological condition, including their potential as habitat for such species as the iconic Manning River turtle.  

Results from this assessment will reveal where threats to the Manning River turtle occur across the catchment, and 
consequently where management actions will be best placed to safeguard the future of the species. Council will also 
continue to target weeds that overcrowd banks like Senegal tea; it is known that high weed densities can smother banks at  
sites where nesting takes place.

Members of the public who would like to find out more about the Manning River turtle are invited to attend an information 
session facilitated by the Office of the Environment and Heritage on Thursday 6th June 2019 from 1pm at the Uniting 
Church Hall, 39 Farquhar St Wingham. Presenters include freshwater turtle ecologists, land managers, and members of the 
local community. Please call Catchment Officer Alisha Madsen on 7955 7272 for more information.
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MANAGING SMITHS LAKE
Smiths Lake is an Intermittently Closed and Open Lake or Lagoon (ICOLL). ICOLLs 
naturally open to the ocean in response to water levels in the Lake, and they close 
as a result of sand movement from waves, tides and wind. They are significantly 
different from bays, harbours or inlets which are permanently open to the sea.

Smiths Lake is currently closed to the ocean and climatic conditions 
including high temperatures, below average rainfall and continual 
strong north easterly winds have resulted in declining water levels. The 
unprecedented low water levels seen earlier this year in Smiths Lake 
are a natural phenomenon and there are no practical management 
actions that can be undertaken to return water to the Lake.

The low water levels have changed the ways in which community 
members and visitors to the area interact with the Lake. In order to 
address some of the questions that have arisen a community drop in 
session was held at Smiths Lake in March 2019.

The event was an initiative of the Smiths Lake community and members 
of the Wallis and Smiths Lake Estuary Committee, MidCoast Council, 
DPI - Marine Parks, Professional Fishing Association and Oceanwatch 
Australia attended. The event aimed to raise awareness of how Smiths Lake 
is managed and also to highlight illegal driving on the lakebed during the low 
water levels. 

The event was very successful with over 100 residents and visitors attending. The 
event allowed for a number of valuable conversations with community members 
and highlighted the need for everyone to play a role in protecting the Lake.

While 4WD access is permitted on the beach (permit required) all other areas of the lake are prohibited to vehicles.

A co-ordinated effort has also being undertaken by Council and Marine Parks to help combat the issues with driving on the 
lakebed. Driving on the lake bed causes damage to protected marine vegetation, crustaceans and disturbs wading birds. Signs 
have been erected to advise the public that driving on the lakebed is illegal and fines are being issued by Council and Marine 
Parks for this activity. 

For more information on Smiths Lake management you can watch our education videos on the MidCoast website at                                                                                              
www.midcoast.nsw.gov.au/lakemanagement simply scroll down to the Smiths Lake section.
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SEARCHING FOR CHICKWEED
Project underway to identify and manage 
endangered species

Lindernia alsinoides also known as Noah’s false chickweed is an 
endangered species found on the mid-north and far-north coast of New South 
Wales. It is an annual herb that grows to 15cm high and has delicate purple 
flowers. 

Suitable habitat for Noah’s false chickweed occurs on several MidCoast 
Council wetland restoration sites including Cattai and Bulahdelah Plain 
Wetlands. In December 2017 staff members began a study to search for 
Lindernia and assess the effects of different management techniques on the 
growth of these special plants.

Field studies were undertaken on foot at both sites to seek out Lindernia 
and record where it was found. Plants were recorded at 15 locations in the 
Manning Valley, including at the Manning Entrance State Park. A further five 
sites were found in Bulahdelah.

Following the initial findings further studies were undertaken to assess the 
different habitats in which the plants were found. By undertaking these sorts 
of studies Council can vary management techniques to help protect 
established plants and encourage new plants to grow. 

The plants found in both the Manning and Myall catchments play an important 
role in the state-wide conservation of Lindernia. 

By continuing to undertake these kinds of studies we can learn more about and 
help protect our endangered plant species. 

RESTORING THE        
WALLAMBA RIVER
Restoration and revegetation works in Darawank 
Fish habitat and water quality have been given a boost with funds from the 
Recreational Fishing Trusts Habitat Action Grant program being used to address 
riverbank erosion and enhance riparian vegetation in the lower Wallamba River 
at Darawank. 
On-ground works commenced in July 2018 with the construction of 840 metres of 
rock protection along a two kilometre stretch of degraded riverbank. The riverbanks 
had previously been subject to long term unrestricted cattle grazing which had 
resulted in substantial damage to mangroves and saltmarsh in an important area 
for oyster production, recreational and commercial fishing. 

Grazing and the impacts of boat wash had seen erosion rates of up to one metre 
per year resulting in high levels of sediment and nutrients entering the waterway. 
Mangroves provide a highly effective buffer against shoreline erosion and the 
construction of rock fillets will allow for the natural recruitment of mangroves 
that will ensure the banks are sufficiently stabilised.

Stock exclusion fencing has been installed along the riverbank which will help to 
facilitate the recovery of mangrove and saltmarsh communities that are important 
nursery grounds for juvenile fish and crustaceans. Revegetation of the riparian 
zone has also been completed with 1,000 native tube-stock planted. In the long 
term this will help to stabilise the banks, improve water quality through increased 
buffering and filtering of runoff and provide habitat for ground and tree dwelling 
mammals, while also enhancing roosting and feeding habitat for birds of prey 
including the threatened white-bellied sea-eagle and eastern osprey. 

Revegetation work, fencing and rock 
fillets on the Wallamba

White-bellied sea-eagle roosting and 
feeding habitats have been enhanced 
as part of the project
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Email council@midcoast.nsw.gov.au
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Ecological burning 
is a new tool in Council’s 

restoration works program, 
which previously focused on 
the use of weed control and 
revegetation.  It has broad 

application across a range 
of ecosystem types in 

our area.

WETLAND 
MANAGEMENT
Using ecological burning at Bulahdelah 
Plain Wetland 

MidCoast Council in partnership with Kleinfelder Bushfire 
Consultants commenced a low intensity ecological burn at Bulahdelah 
Plain Wetland during May. Ecological burning is a management tool 
designed to promote regeneration of endemic plant communities which 
in turn provides habitat for native animals.
The Bulahdelah Plain Wetland is an important ecological asset which 
is home to a diverse array of native fauna and flora. Threatened species 
including the long-nosed potoroo, New-Holland mouse, squirrel glider and 
spotted-tailed quoll have all been found on the site. Many threatened birds have 
also been recorded including the black-necked stork, white-bellied sea-eagle, 
spotted harrier, little lorikeet and varied sitella. The grey-headed flying-fox and 
wallum froglet are also known residents. 

To protect and enhance habitat for these species and other native fauna, Council 
initiated the ecological burn for over 20 hectares of conservation lands at the 
wetland as part of a staged burn conducted over a three day period. 

The burn was designed and undertaken for a variety of reasons including creating 
habitat variability and successional staging as well as to provide significant fuel 
management strategically across the Wetlands. This approach reduces potential 
for a single wild fire to adversely impact the whole reserve area and particularly 
the area of biodiverse revegetation plantings that would be highly susceptible.

Favourable weather conditions made for a successful stage one burn. Spot fires 
were lit strategically utilising prevailing winds to ignite the ground fuel layer 
across approximately five hectares within the northern section of the burn area. 
The fire progressed well across the site and an effective and well contained burn 
was achieved. Stage two of the burn scheduled for the following day had to be 
postponed due to strong westerly winds. Burning is expected to be completed by 
the end of May. On-going vegetation monitoring will also occur.

Council will implement post burn monitoring utilising motion cameras to observe 
fauna movement and to detect any potential increased feral animal activity, 
particularly foxes and cats. 

Long nosed potoroo detected using 
remote camera

Safety was a priority as staff 
undertake the ecological burn at the 
Wetlands

Spotted harrier flying over Bulahdelah 
Plain Wetland
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Readers can subscribe online via the MidCoast Council website,  
www.midcoast.nsw.gov.au/creektocoast 


