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Koala project commences
A project to map and define the 
distribution, population and trends of 
koalas across the MidCoast Council 
area has commenced. 

The project is funded through a grant 
of $33,000 from the NSW Government 
as part of the Saving Our Species 
Iconic Koala Project.

MidCoast Council’s Senior Ecologist, 
Mat Bell, said that defining the nature 
of our local koala populations and 
better understanding the range of 
threats affecting them will be critical 
to conserving the species into the 
future.

“It has been widely reported that 
koala populations across most parts 

of New South Wales are declining.  Unfortunately, this also appears to be the case for koalas in the MidCoast Council area 
as well” Mr Bell said. 

“The funding from the NSW Government will allow us to engage with the community, key stakeholders and relevant 
experts to identify where local koala hotspots are. “We can then better understand local population trends, determine the 
amount of habitat that is presently available and better define, and then respond to, the range of threats.  Such threats 
can include habitat loss as well as dog attacks, road-kills and disease.

“We are confident that this project will assist Council’s wider koala conservation and planning efforts.”

The first phase of the project is to compile a database of all available koala records. In this regard, community input is 
being sought. “Landholders and community members are very important sources of information.  Council is asking the 
community to report sightings,” Mr Bell said. Landholders can report sightings by contacting Council on (02) 6591 7222.  
Koala stakeholder workshops will also be undertaken as part of the project.  

“Our long term aim is to ensure that koalas are present in the natural landscapes of MidCoast Council for many 
generations to come.  The more people who contribute to this project, the more it will help us achieve this aim.”

By conserving koalas, we are also enhancing natural landscapes for other wildlife and for a range of other benefits, such 
as better water quality, improved landscape amenity and recreational and tourism benefits.

Oxley Island Riverbank Restoration
The riverbank restoration works on Oxley Island are making great progress. Restoration works at Polson’s property on 
Oxley Island are close to completion and the site looks very different already. Prior to works starting, it was a weed 
infested and cattle degraded area with riverbank slumping in in places. The rock fillets and fencing have been completed, 
and about 2000 trees planted. 

The works have been made possible through funding provided by the NSW Fisheries Habitat Action Grant Program in 
conjunction with Council’s Environmental Levy.
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Partnership Project Proving Successful at 
Darawank
A partnership project between Council and the Hunter Local 
Land Services is already achieving positive results in the 
Darawank area with recent on-ground works reducing feral 
animal activity, addressing weed invasion and removing 
illegally dumped waste across the landscape. 

Funds provided by Hunter Local Land Services have been 
put to good use with a feral animal control program 
resulting in the removal of approximately 25 foxes from the 
area north of the Tuncurry Waste Management Facility to 
the Halliday’s Point Wastewater Treatment Plant through 
a combined trapping and 1080 baiting program during 
May. Councils Environmental Officer, Peter Goonan said “To 
remove this amount of foxes is an outstanding result which 
will help to ease the pressure on native fauna susceptible to 
predation by foxes in this sensitive landscape”. These results 
build on the control program carried out in 2016 which also 
saw over 20 foxes and 4 wild dogs removed from the same 
area.

The landscape has also been cleaned up through the 
Darawank Nature Reserve / Nine Mile Beach area with contractors removing approximately 3.5 tonnes of dumped waste 
from the project area. Items removed included general household waste, refrigerators, building waste, car tyres and 
various other discarded items. The negative impacts on native vegetation and native fauna have also been addressed 
through a Bush regeneration program targeting environmentally damaging and invasive weeds including Moth Vine, 
Lantana and Cassia on the western perimeter of the Halliday’s Point Wastewater Treatment Plant with support from 
MidCoast Water. 

Monitoring of the works and further restoration actions will be undertaken in the project area over the next 12 months.

(cont. from front page)

The riverbank stabilisation works at Polson’s has achieved:

• Installation of about 420m rock fillets, resulting in the 
protection of 550m of eroding riverbank;

• Improved rehabilitation potential of the site via 
erection of 300m of stock proof fencing at a width of 
5-10m from the top of the riverbank;

• Restoration of 4000m2 of riparian vegetation through 
weed management and the planting of 2,000 native 
tubestock; and

• Protection and enhancement of 2500m2 of Mangrove 
and saltmarsh community (key fisheries habitat).

Additionally, Council is working in partnership with 
the landowner to improve the project’s success. 
The landowner has a rekindled enthusiasm to maintain these areas of his property and will be providing ongoing 
maintenance toward the project to control weeds, monitor and maintain tree plantings and will ensure cattle remain 
outside the restored area.  Council officers are looking forward to maintaining this good relationship with the landowner 
and will continue to liaise with him on an ongoing basis to ensure the best possible riverbank restoration outcomes.

Works have also progressed well on Dumaresq Island with the southern riverbank area complete with rock fillets and 
fencing, and the site now ready for planting.  Building on the project, works on the northern riverbank are now being 
commenced as well.



Great Lakes
C O U N C I Lcreek t

o coast

3

KGLL Update 
The latest from Karuah & Great Lakes Landcare

The Great Lakes Food Trail 

The Great Lakes Food Trail farm gate tour, held over the Easter weekend, was 
a great success, with visitor numbers well exceeding the expectations of our 
producers. The steering committee thanks all hosts, stall holders and visitors, 
and special thanks goes to MidCoast Council, which generously supported the 
initiative via Great Lakes Tourism.

The next Great Lakes Food Trail event will be held on Sunday 11th June. For 
details of participating producers, more photos from the first event and much 
more, follow the Great Lakes Food Trail Facebook page, https://www.facebook.
com/thegreatlakesfoodtrailnsw

Great Lakes Wild Dog Program

29 people completed 2-day trapping courses at Minimbah and Stroud in April. 
Feedback was extremely positive, with participants appreciating practical 
insights provided by Kevin Ford and Laurie Mullen. They are ready to put their 
learnings into action. 

The trapping courses are already getting on-ground results with 3 wild dogs 
trapped on 3 different properties in the Stroud area within a week of the school 
finishing!

Karuah and Great Lakes Landcare and Hunter Local Land Services will support 
landholder neighbourhoods wanting to work together on wild dog control 
programs. Groups in the Wang Wauk / Wallamba and Stroud areas are already 
forming. Contact Joël for more details and to get involved. 

Grow Your Own Forest

A keen crowd attended our Grow Your Own Forest workshop at Wootton, as 
Craig Tate and Noel Jupp shared their passion for native trees and got everyone 
inspired to get growing. We visited three local tree planting projects at 
various stages of maturity, and had detailed practical discussions on planning, 
preparation, planting and problem solving.



Great Lakes
C O U N C I Lcreek t

o coast

4

Upcoming Winter Workshops
Free whale talks!
15th July, Bennetts Head, talks will be held at 
10.30, 11.30, 12.30 and 1.30

Humpback Whale numbers are growing annually 
and this year there are expected to be around 
25,000 whales pass our east coast. They are an 
awesome sight even from land and learning 
about them adds to the excitement of spotting 
them.

Dedicated whale watcher, Jeannie Lawson, 
began whale watching and educating people 
about whales in 1983. During that time she has 
personally witnessed the rise in Humpback Whale 
numbers, something she is delighted by.

‘To have seen the comeback of a species from 
the brink of extinction is awesome. It just proves 
that nature will respond if given the chance by us 
humans to leave it alone and let the balance be restored. We just need to do it for more species now,’ said Ms Lawson.

‘I still remember the first time I ever saw a whale. People came from everywhere to see it, it was a real spectacle. What 
I have noticed about whales is that they bring people together. People from all age groups and all walks of life are 
suddenly chatting with each other with smiles on their faces. That is why I started the whale headland talks 18 years ago - 
whales create community.’ 

Mid Coast Council are hosting a FREE day of whale talks at Bennetts Head. Talks will be held at 10.30, 11.30, 12.30 and 
1.30. No bookings required, come along and learn about the whales, and spot them as they go by.

For more information contact Jeannie on 0414 414 291

Sheep and Goat Health Workshop
17th July (Date TBC), Krambach and Firefly, 9am-3.30pm

Free workshop featuring District Veterinarians Lyndell Stone and Kylie Greentree giving you the lowdown on preventive 
health basics and common health issues for small ruminants in coastal environments. Featuring a practical afternoon 
session handling sheep.
Contact Joël Dunn for more information and bookings , ph 0401 932 533, email joel.dunn@glcr.org.au

Turning Camphor Laurels Into Figs Workshop
31st July, Wootton, 9am-12.30pm

Free workshop featuring MidCoast Council’s Noxious Weeds Coordinator Terry Inkson and Natural Assets Officer Isabelle 
Strachan, demonstrating how to destroy these noxious trees and rapidly replace them with beneficial and beautiful 
native figs.
Contact Joël Dunn for more information and bookings , ph 0401 932 533, email joel.dunn@glcr.org.au

Bush Regeneration Good Enough to Eat 
10th August, Wootton, 9am-1pm

Free workshop featuring Scott Meier of Bush & Rainforest Restoration & Consultancy, showing you how bush 
regeneration can be integrated with food forest development, including native plant ID and care and local bush tucker 
species.
Contact Joël Dunn for more information and bookings , ph 0401 932 533, email joel.dunn@glcr.org.au

For more events and workshops, see the back page. 

Photograph: Ray Alley



Great Lakes
C O U N C I Lcreek t

o coast

5

Hallidays Point

Draft Manning Coastal Zone Management Plan & Draft DCP Amendments 
Submissions closing on 23 June 2017, 04:30 PM

The Draft Manning Valley Coastal Zone Management Plan 
(CZMP) and Draft Amendments to Greater Taree Development 
Control Plan 2010 (DCP) – Part D Environmental Requirements 
(D1 Coastline management) are on exhibition from Wednesday 
24 May to Friday 23 June 2017. These documents form part 
of our commitment to the long-term management of our 
local beaches, and provide an interim step in harmonising our 
approach across the MidCoast until a region-wide CZMP and DCP can be implemented.

The Draft Manning Valley CZMP will replace the current Greater Taree CZMP (September 2015) but remains focused on 
the management of public and private assets that may be affected by coastal risks such as storm events, coastal erosion, 
dune instability and wave run-up to the year 2100. This new CZMP does not cover the areas of Old Bar and Manning 
Point Beaches as these beaches are categorised as high-risk coastal zones and will have their own plan.

The Draft Amendments to DCP 2010 – Part D Environmental Requirements (D1 Coastline management) aim to provide 
clear controls for subdivision and development in beach-front areas that may be affected by coastal risks.

People can view the draft CZMP and draft DCP amendments by visiting the Council website or visiting our Taree and 
Forster customer service centers, and at the Harrington, Old Bar and Hallidays Point libraries. 

Submissions can be made by any person during the exhibition period which closes at 4.30pm on Friday 23 June 2017 via 
the Council website:

http://www.midcoast.nsw.gov.au/Have-Your-Say/Draft-Manning-Coastal-Zone-Management-Plan-Draft-DCP-
Amendments

Works to protect and restore wetland and foreshore 
habitat within the Wallamab River/ Darawank locality 
are progressing well, with the first stage of a three 
year project funded by the NSW Environmental Trust 
nearing completion. On-ground works have included 
the establishment of 50 artificial nesting boxes across 55 
hectares of Council owned land to provide nesting habitat 
for arboreal mammals including the threatened Squirrel 
Glider and Brush-tailed Phascogale that are known within 
the project area and surrounds. Nesting boxes were 
constructed by a group of enthusiastic local volunteers at 
the Wallis Lake Men’s Shed. 

Early monitoring indicates the nesting boxes are being used, with sightings of Brush-
tailed Possums and Sugar Gliders occuring. 

Primary bush regeneration works have also been implemented across the project area 
to reduce the density and impacts to native fauna and flora from environmentally 
damaging weeds. A wide range of weeds have been controlled including Lantana, 
Ground Asparagus, Morning Glory, Senna and Honey Locust. A feral animal control 
program was also run during May on Council land with four foxes and two wild 
dogs removed from the western foreshore of the Wallamba River. Motion camera 
monitoring also captured a Brush-tailed phascogale on two occasions during the 
project and the removal of feral pests will ease the pressure on this species and other 
native fauna.

Further bush regeneration works planned for July and August will wrap up the first 
year restoration activities with follow-up maintenance actions and monitoring for all 
works to commence from September.

Wetland and Foreshore Restoration Underway

Nest boxes ready for installation

Wallamba River foreshore

http://www.midcoast.nsw.gov.au/Have-Your-Say/Draft-Manning-Coastal-Zone-Management-Plan-Draft-DCP-Am
http://www.midcoast.nsw.gov.au/Have-Your-Say/Draft-Manning-Coastal-Zone-Management-Plan-Draft-DCP-Am
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Creek to Coast is produced and published by Great Lakes Council with funding assistance 
from Greater Taree City Council. Readers can subscribe online via the Hot Topics link on 
Great Lakes Council's website www.greatlakes.nsw.gov.au If you do not have an email 
address, please contact Karen Bee, Natural Systems Department at Great Lakes Council.

Karuah & Great Lakes Landcare
KGLL is a voluntary community-based network supporting land holders and land management 
groups in different localities around the catchments of the Great Lakes area. Contacts for 
groups are shown below. 

General enquiries Robyn 0419 800 896, email: kgl.landcare@gmail.com

Group meetings
Dyers Crossing Landcare
20th July, 9am-1pm, Krambach. Theme - pruning fruit trees

CONTACT: 

John  
6559 1251

Wang Wauk / Wallamba Sustainable Farming Group
Meets every 2 months at a property to discuss what we have each been 
working on and any issues. It is always an entertaining and informative 
session with delicious morning tea. 

CONTACT: 

Ros  
0412 793 446

Topi Topi Sustainable Farming Group
Meets every month to focus on a topic of interest to members. 
Next meeting: 7th August, 9am-12.30pm, Topi Topi

CONTACT: 

Sue Williams 
0438 433 063

Bulahdelah Sustainable Farming Group
Supporting each other for a sustainable and profitable food industry in the 
Bulahdelah area. Meets every 2 months at members’ properties.

CONTACT: 

Julie  
0416 242 945

Great Lakes Soil Health Group
Great Lakes district landholders working together to protect and enhance 
our key agricultural resource, the soil. Meets every second month at 
members’ properties.

CONTACT: 

Joël 
0401 932 533

Karuah River Catchment Landcare Group
29th June, 9am-12.30pm, Karuah Catchment

CONTACT: 

Rod Zemanek 
0414 635 536

Other groups
Coomba Sustainable Living Group
Meets last Friday of the month, for a wide variety of workshops and visits to 
promote sustainable living.

CONTACT: 

Carolyn 
0439 513 119 
6554 2001

Nabiac Landcare Group
Meets each Wednesday morning, currently working at “Lilly Pilly Bend” 

CONTACT: 

Leonie Bell
0400 958 486

Upcoming workshops and events
Turning Camphor Laurels Into Figs Workshop
31st July, 9am-12.30pm, Wootton
Free workshop featuring MidCoast Council’s Noxious Weeds Coordinator 
Terry Inkson and Natural Assets Officer Isabelle Strachan, demonstrating 
how to destroy these noxious trees and rapidly replace them with 
beneficial and beautiful native figs.

CONTACT: 

Joël Dunn 
0401 932 533
joel.dunn@glcr.org.au

Land for Wildlife
Get involved
Are you interested in conserving 
your property’s special 
natural features? Do 
you have areas of 
your property 
that you are 
already managing 
to encourage native 
wildlife? Then the Land for 
Wildlife program may be for 
you. For more information, visit 
http://midcoast.greatlakes.
nsw.gov.au/Environment/Get-
Involved#landforwildlife

Or email Helen at MidCoast 
Council:
helen.kemp@midcoast.nsw.gov.au

Stay up to date 
Facebook & website
Stay up to date with MidCoast 
Council news on our Facebook 
page at www.facebook.com/
MidCoastCouncil

Information on volunteering 
can be found here: http://
midcoast.greatlakes.nsw.gov.
au/Community-Recreation/
Volunteering

Karuah & Great Lakes Landcare 
can also be found on Facebook 
https://www.facebook.com/
karuahgreatlakeslandcare

Creek to Coast is produced and published by MidCoast Council. Readers can subscribe 
online via the MidCoast Council website, here: http://midcoast.greatlakes.nsw.gov.au/
Environment/Get-Involved#GetEducated If you do not have an email address, contact 
Helen Kemp at MidCoast Council on 6591 7344

Interested in 
volunteering?
Great Lakes area volunteering
Contact the MidCoast Council 
switch on phone: 02 6591 7222 

http://www.greatlakes.nsw.gov.au
mailto:kgl.landcare%40gmail.com?subject=
http://http://midcoast.greatlakes.nsw.gov.au/Environment/Get-Involved#landforwildlife
http://http://midcoast.greatlakes.nsw.gov.au/Environment/Get-Involved#landforwildlife
http://http://midcoast.greatlakes.nsw.gov.au/Environment/Get-Involved#landforwildlife
mailto:helen.kemp%40midcoast.nsw.gov.au?subject=
http://www.facebook.com/MidCoastCouncil
http://www.facebook.com/MidCoastCouncil
http://midcoast.greatlakes.nsw.gov.au/Community-Recreation/Volunteering
http://midcoast.greatlakes.nsw.gov.au/Community-Recreation/Volunteering
http://midcoast.greatlakes.nsw.gov.au/Community-Recreation/Volunteering
http://midcoast.greatlakes.nsw.gov.au/Community-Recreation/Volunteering
www.greatlakes.nsw.gov.au/Community-Recreation/Volunteering
https://www.facebook.com/karuahgreatlakeslandcare
https://www.facebook.com/karuahgreatlakeslandcare
http://midcoast.greatlakes.nsw.gov.au/Environment/Get-Involved#GetEducated
http://midcoast.greatlakes.nsw.gov.au/Environment/Get-Involved#GetEducated

