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Cattai Wetlands Bird Hide Construction started 
Internationally recognised bird watching site Cattai 
Wetlands is about to get even better. Construction 
has started on a new bird watching hide and it 
should be completed by the end of June this year. 

Funded by Council’s Environmental Special Rate, 
the enclosed all-weather bird hide will have plenty 
of viewing windows at different heights. Accessible 
via a raised boardwalk, it will cater to all ages and be 
wheelchair friendly.

Cattai Wetlands attracts a large and growing 
number of visitors each year, many of whom are 
bird watchers. Located just off the Pacific Highway, 
20 minutes north of Taree, Cattai Wetlands has been 
described as a ‘hidden gem in the Manning Valley’. 
Cattai is a beautiful coastal wetland that provides 
a sanctuary for over 180 different species of birds, 
kangaroos, wallabies and goannas. On any day, a stroll around the central wetlands will usually find 40-50 birds species, 
with another 20-30 species in the forested areas and the grassy paddocks.

The Cattai Wetlands are open to the public 7 days a week between 8am and 3pm Monday to Friday and 7am to 5pm 
on Saturday and Sunday.  Guided group tours are available by appointment. For more information visit: http://taree.cc/
environment/cattai-wetlands/

Dusk at Cattai Wetlands

Funds to restore fish habitat on the Wallamba
MidCoast Council was successful in receiving grant funding through the Recreational Fishing Trust Habitat Action Grants 
to undertake restoration works on a 300m degraded section of shoreline on Gereeba Island in the Wallamba River near 
Tuncurry. The project will address on-going erosion of the eastern shoreline of the island through the installation of a 
coir log wall providing direct erosion protection from boat wash and wave/ wind action. Permanent protection will also 
be achieved through the planting of mangroves behind the coir log wall. In the long term the works will protect the 
riverbank from further erosion and will restore aquatic habitat for fish and crustaceans while also reducing sedimentation 

inputs to the waterway leading to improved water quality.

This project will add significant benefit to on-ground 
restoration works undertaken on Gereeba Island over the 
last two years with funds from the NSW Environmental 
Trust. Restoration actions have included the revegetation 
of 6 hectares of cleared and previously grazed land 
with over 5,000 native plants, primary and secondary 
weed controls across the site,  two successful fox control 
programs and the installation of nesting boxes for 
arboreal mammals, including the threatened Brush-tailed 
Phascogale that has been recorded on camera on the 
island. Designs for the coir log wall are currently being 
finalised with works expected to commence in the next 
few months.

Erosion on Gereeba Island in the Wallamba River

http://taree.cc/environment/cattai-wetlands/
http://taree.cc/environment/cattai-wetlands/
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Bobbing for Sponges in Wallis and Smiths Lakes
Scientists from Wollongong and Western Australia recently visited our area to 
undertake stage one of a survey of the unique sea sponge assemblages found 
in Southern Wallis and Smiths Lake.

Professor Andy Davis, from the University of Wollongong, and Dr Peter Barnes, 
from the Department of Parks and Wildlife (WA) spent three days surveying 18 
sites in Wallis Lake, and eight sites in Smiths Lake.  The team are re-visiting a 
survey completed in Wallis Lake for Council in 2009, as well as expanding on a 
data set created during Peter’s pHD studies of sponges in coastal lakes in 2002-
07.

Assisting Andy and Peter were Council’s Environmental Officer, Isabelle 
Strachan, and local volunteers, Chloe Redman (currently completing her 
Bachelor of Environmental Science), and Suzanne Fiebig (Marine Biologist).

The data has not yet been analysed, but interestingly, the team found at least 
one new species of sponge in Wallis Lake; and in at least two locations in Smiths Lake, they found sponges in very high 
numbers (more than 500 individuals in each 10x2m transect).

The survey will be repeated by Council staff and volunteers in autumn, and then the data will be compared with 
previous datasets to formulate a scientific report. The survey forms part of a larger program called the “Ecological health 
assessment of Wallis Lake, Karuah and Myall Rivers”, funded through the OEH Estuary Management Program.

Professor Andy Davis diving for sponges Suberites found in Wallis LakeDysidea found in Smiths Lake

A new species of sponge found in Wallis Lake

MidCoast Council has applied for funding from 
the NSW Government to support local koala 
conservation and recovery projects under 
the Saving Our Species (SoS) program.  The 
SoS program seeks to increase the number 
of threatened species secured and protected 
in the wild in NSW, to align threatened 
species recovery efforts and increase scientific 
knowledge in threatened species management.

Council is seeking funding support for a number 
of projects including koala habitat mapping, 
roadkill prevention and dog attack mitigation. 
Council’s Ecologist, Mat Bell, said, “the koala is an 
iconic and important species.  There is a lot of 
community and scientific concern in relation to 
koala populations across the MidCoast Council 

SoS for our Koalas

area.   We are excited about the opportunities that SoS funding may provide to enhance our knowledge about local 
koalas and the measures required to secure and protect local populations in the wild.”

Successful koala projects will be announced shortly for delivery by June 2017.

Koala on Kingfisher Drive at Hawks Nest - a known Koala roadkill blackspot
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KGLL Update 
The latest from Karuah & Great Lakes Landcare

Wild Dog Control – Awareness and Information Blitz

Manning Landcare and KGLL are collaborating with Hunter Local Land Services, 
and working closely with community wild dog control groups, on a district-
wide blitz on the scourge of wild dogs this Autumn.  To express interest in 
learning more and getting more involved in wild dog control in your area, 
please contact Joël on 0401 932 533 for Great Lakes and Karuah landholders, 
and for the Manning please contact Alison on 0427 570 244 or Lyn on 0427 
530 681. Facebook users can join Community Wild Dog Alert at https://www.
facebook.com/groups/789134581232937/ See next page for workshop dates.

Great Lakes Food Trail 

Launching with Farm Gate Tour, Saturday 15th April

An exciting initiative of the Topi Topi Sustainable Farming Group, supported 
by MidCoast Council Tourism and KGLL, Great Lakes Food Trail aims to connect 
local and ethical producers with the community. The upcoming Farm Gate Tour 
will feature wineries, pastured chooks, a buffalo dairy, naturally farmed merinos 
and a Permaculture centre as well as a local food focussed restaurant and local 
artisan products.  If you would like information please contact Sue Williams on 
0438 433 063 or sue@williamsoline.com.au 

Midcoast 2 Tops Landcare Connection Website

Midcoast 2 Tops Landcare Connection is a collaboration of Manning Landcare, 
Karuah & Great Lakes Landcare, Manning Coastcare and Hastings Landcare, 
which is providing Local Landcare Coordinators and building the Landcare 
movement across the region. Midcoast 2 Tops now has an independent 
website to spread the Landcare love. This is a dynamic website that will change 
and grow as we go along. Please check it out here: http://www.midcoast2tops.
org.au/ 

Great Lakes Soil Health Group Report

The Great Lakes Soil Health Group got together at Michael and Liz’s place on 
December 1st, hearing from Lee Fieldhouse on his innovative vermiculture 
products for biological soil improvement, a spirited round table on soil issues 
from the nitty gritty to the food system level, and a practical soil assessment 
session, adding the newly acquired Penetrometer that members can loan out 
to assess soil structure to the suite of DIY Rapid Assessment tests. 
For more information or to join the group, please contact Joël on 0401 932 533.

Healthy Water, Healthy Farms

Kirsty Hughes of MidCoast Water/Waterwatch spent one of her last days before 
long service leave with a very engaged group at Firefly on December 15th, 
getting hands-on with water quality assessment. She demonstrated practical 
methods of DIY water quality assessment, including water bug (“macro-
invertebrate”) diversity as an indicator of aquatic ecosystem health, turbidity 
and electrical conductivity and salinity. NBN News heard about the event and 
sent a reporter and camera man to feature our water quality efforts on the 
evening news.
If you would like to arrange a loan of easy to use water quality monitoring 
equipment, please contact Joël on 0401 932 533. 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/789134581232937/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/789134581232937/
mailto:sue%40williamsoline.com.au?subject=
http://www.midcoast2tops.org.au/
http://www.midcoast2tops.org.au/
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Upcoming Workshops through Autumn
Wild Dog Control – Awareness and Information Blitz
To date, there have been information days held in Killabakh on February 22nd, and Stroud on February 28th. Another 
information session will be held in Krambach on March 9th. These information sessions will be followed up by trapping 
schools in the same districts. Mid-north Coast Wild Dog Association will be holding awareness days in Karuah and 
Gloucester in the same period. Motion sensor cameras for dog monitoring, and soft-jaw traps and cage traps will be 
available for loan by landholders. 

To express interest in learning more and getting more involved in wild dog control in your area, please contact Joël on 
0401 932 533 for Great Lakes and Karuah landholders, and for the Manning please contact Alison on 0427 570 244 or Lyn 
on 0427 530 681. 

As always, wild dog sightings and incidents should be promptly reported to our local Biosecurity Rangers, Laurie Mullen 
for Great Lakes and Karuah on 0407 785 007 and Peter Fotheringham for Manning on 0409 034 557

Wild Dog Information Session with Laurie Mullen 
Karuah, Sunday 19th March at 11am-1pm, sausage sizzle provided. Contact Julie Steepe 0416 242 945 to book in.

Soil Health
Karuah Valley, Thursday March 30th  
Join Kristy Youman of Soil Land Food (see http://soillandfood.com.au/) in a hands-on day of practical soil science for 
farmers, including an interactive exploration of the life of soils and do it yourself soil assessment techniques. Morning tea 
and lunch will be provided. To book your place, contact Joël on 0401 932 533 or joel.dunn@glcr.org.au 

Recreating Wootton’s Forest
Wootton, Thursday April 20th 
Karuah & Great Lakes Landcare with Hunter Local Land Services invite you to an inspiring field day looking at three 
biodiversity tree planting projects in Wootton.  Get practical insights into project planning, preparation and planting 
techniques and species selection. Featuring Noel Jupp of Riverdene Nursery and Craig Tate of Hunter Farm Forestry 
Network, this free workshop includes lunch at the Brush Turkey Café. To book your place, contact Joël on 0401 932 533 

Partnership 
Project Plan
MidCoast Council and Hunter 
Local Land Services (LLS) have 
recently developed a Partnership 
Project Plan to help manage 
natural resource management 
issues across the new MidCoast 
LGA. This plan includes projects in 
the Hallidays Point area, Nine Mile 
Beach Tuncurry, the lower Manning 
River floodplain, pest and weed 
control in the Darawahk, as well as 
an estuary health monitoring and 
research project. Hunter LLS will 
be contributing a total of $125,000 
towards these projects, which will 
be matched by MidCoast Council 
using the Environmental Special 
Rate. This Partnership Project Plan 
will build on a long history of 
productive collaboration to benefit 
the local environment.

or joel.dunn@glcr.org.au. For more information on these projects see http://
www.landcare.nsw.gov.au/groups/karuah-great-lakes-landcare/recreating-
wootton2019s-forest 

Riparian Protection and Woody Weed Control
Dyers Crossing, 18th May 
Featuring Craig Tate of Hunter Farm Forestry Network, Senior Land Services 
Officer Kirby Byrne, and Noxious and Environmental Weeds Coordinator, Terry 
Inkson. The lowdown on production and biodiversity benefits of protecting 
vulnerable areas, and a practical demonstration of Honey Locust control 
methods.
Morning tea will be provided. To book your place, contact Joël on 0401 932 533 
or joel.dunn@glcr.org.au

For more events and workshops, see the back page. 

http://soillandfood.com.au/
mailto:joel.dunn%40glcr.org.au?subject=
mailto:joel.dunn%40glcr.org.au?subject=
http://www.landcare.nsw.gov.au/groups/karuah-great-lakes-landcare/recreating-wootton2019s-forest
http://www.landcare.nsw.gov.au/groups/karuah-great-lakes-landcare/recreating-wootton2019s-forest
http://www.landcare.nsw.gov.au/groups/karuah-great-lakes-landcare/recreating-wootton2019s-forest
mailto:joel.dunn%40glcr.org.au?subject=
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Weeds officers from MidCoast Council have been keeping busy 
managing a high priority noxious weed impacting the Manning 
River.

Senegal Tea Plant (Gymnocoronis spilanthoides) is a new and 
emerging weed first discovered in the Gloucester area by 
MidCoast Council’s Catchment Weeds Biosecurity Officer Mark 
Tull, during a 2012 recreational fishing expedition.

Senegal Tea Plant is a native of tropical and sub-tropical regions 
of the Americas, from Mexico to Argentina. The plant is now a 
Class 1 declared Noxious species in NSW and is on the alert list 
for environmental weeds that threaten biodiversity and cause 
other environmental damage. Although in the early stages 
of establishment, these weeds have the potential to seriously 
degrade Australia’s ecosystems if left untreated.

Senegal Tea Party on the Manning

Ensuing delimiting surveys in the MidCoast region have revealed infestations of this high priority weed species scattered 
along approximately 60km of the Manning River (120km stream banks) from Gloucester to Wingham. 

“Surveying and management of Senegal Tea 
infestations is extremely difficult due to accessibility 
limitations, as the plant often invades nooks and 
crannies in the shallows of riparian and wetland areas” 
said MidCoast Councils Strategic Weeds Biosecurity 
Officer Mr Terry Inkson. A combination of specialised 
equipment is often necessary to gain access to remote 
areas and treat infestations.

MidCoast Council has secured funding to manage 
known Senegal Tea infestations until 2018. Council staff 
are continually on the lookout for new infestations, 
with monitoring and surveys ongoing.

If you would like information on Senegal Tea or have 
concerns about the plant being on your land, please 
contact one of your friendly Weeds Biosecurity Officers 
from MidCoast Council for advice and assistance.

Close up of Senegal Tea in flower (Rebecca Coventry, NSW DPI)

Managing infestations in Gloucester (Mark Tull, MidCoast Council)

Simplifying water sensitive design controls in the Great Lakes 
MidCoast Council wants to simplify the water sensitive design controls in the 
Great Lakes Development Control Plan 2014 (DCP) and is seeking community 
feedback on the proposed changes, which apply to development in the Great 
Lakes region only.

The proposed changes and supporting information will be available for viewing 
and your feedback from Wednesday 1 March until Friday 31 March on Council’s 
website (http://www.midcoast.nsw.gov.au) or at MidCoast Council offices in 
Forster, Tea Gardens and Stroud, and the Bulahdelah Rural Transaction Centre, 
during normal opening hours.

You may also like to visit us during drop-in sessions at the Forster office on 
Thursday 9 March from 9am-4pm, or Tea Gardens office on 15 March from 
11am to 3pm.  Council staff will be available to answer your questions or receive 
feedback.

Online feedback is welcome at the ‘Have Your Say’ section of Council’s website, 
or via email at: council@midcoast.nsw.gov.au

Raingarden built in conjunction with a new 

development in the Great Lakes area

http://www.midcoast.nsw.gov.au
mailto:council%40midcoast.nsw.gov.au?subject=
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Creek to Coast is produced and published by Great Lakes Council with funding assistance 
from Greater Taree City Council. Readers can subscribe online via the Hot Topics link on 
Great Lakes Council's website www.greatlakes.nsw.gov.au If you do not have an email 
address, please contact Karen Bee, Natural Systems Department at Great Lakes Council.

Karuah & Great Lakes Landcare
KGLL is a voluntary community-based network supporting land holders and land management 
groups in different localities around the catchments of the Great Lakes area. Contacts for 
groups are shown below. 
General enquiries Robyn 0419 800 896, email: kgl.landcare@gmail.com

Group meetings
Dyers Crossing Landcare
Meets every 2 months, usually at a property to tour it and discuss issues.

CONTACT: 

John  
6559 1251

Wang Wauk / Wallamba Sustainable Farming Group
Meets every 2 months at a property to discuss what we have each been 
working on and any issues. It is always an entertaining and informative 
session with delicious morning tea. 

CONTACT: 

Ros  
0412 793 446

Topi Topi Sustainable Farming Group
Meets every month to focus on a topic of interest to members. 
Mondays 10am-12 noon

CONTACT: 

Sue  
0438 433 063

Bulahdelah Sustainable Farming Group
Supporting each other for a sustainable and profitable food industry in the 
Bulahdelah area. Meets every 2 months at members’ properties.

CONTACT: 

Julie  
0416 242 945

Great Lakes Soil Health Group
Great Lakes district landholders working together to protect and enhance 
our key agricultural resource, the soil. Meets every second month at 
members’ properties.

CONTACT: 

Joël 
0401 932 533

Other groups
Coomba Sustainable Living Group
Meets last Friday of the month, for a wide variety of workshops and visits to 
promote sustainable living.

CONTACT: 

Carolyn 
0439 513 119 
6554 2001

Nabiac Landcare Group
Meets each Wednesday morning, currently working at “Lilly Pilly Bend” 

CONTACT: 

Leonie Bell
0400 958 486

Upcoming workshops and events
Scraps to Soil workshops
Wingham Community Garden: Saturday, 11th March 2017, 3.30 – 5.30pm
Taree Community Garden: Saturday, 18th March 2017, 3.30 – 5.30pm
The Tucker Patch, Gloucester: Saturday, 1st April 2017, 1-3pm
Learn how to compost in your own home and turn your kitchen and 
garden scraps into amazing food for your garden and soil. $20 fee includes 
workshop attendance & either a compost bin + aerator or a worm farm + 
worms!

CONTACT: 

For more info or to book,
www.midwaste.org.au/
composting 
Or call 0422 151 402 

Karuah River Catchment Landcare Re-Launch
Monday 13th March, The Branch, 9am to 12.30pm
Karuah River Catchment Landcare is re-launching in 2017, reconnecting 
existing members and welcoming new members. The re-launch event will 
focus on defining the group’s vision and goals and planning activities for 
the coming twelve months. 
A paddock walk to see water conservation earthworks will be included, so 
please dress for the paddock

CONTACT: 

Joël
0401 932 533 

Topi Topi Sustainable Farming Group
Tuesday 14th March, 10am-12pm, Topi Topi
Biological Soil Improvement featuring guest speaker Lee Fieldhouse – 
Vermiculturist, Industrial Ecologist and Chief Worm Wrangler!

CONTACT:

Joël
0401 932 533

Land for Wildlife
Get involved
Are you interested in conserving 
your property’s special 
natural features? Do 
you have areas of 
your property 
that you are 
already managing 
to encourage native 
wildlife? Then the Land for 
Wildlife program may be for 
you. For more information, visit 
http://midcoast.greatlakes.
nsw.gov.au/Environment/Get-
Involved#landforwildlife

Or email Helen at MidCoast 
Council:
helen.kemp@midcoast.nsw.gov.au

Stay up to date 
Facebook & website
Stay up to date with MidCoast 
Council news on our Facebook 
page at www.facebook.com/
MidCoastCouncil

Information on volunteering 
can be found here: http://
midcoast.greatlakes.nsw.gov.
au/Community-Recreation/
Volunteering

Karuah & Great Lakes Landcare 
can also be found on Facebook 
https://www.facebook.com/
karuahgreatlakeslandcare

Creek to Coast is produced and published by MidCoast Council. Readers can subscribe 
online via the MidCoast Council website, here: http://midcoast.greatlakes.nsw.gov.au/
Environment/Get-Involved#GetEducated If you do not have an email address, contact 
Helen Kemp at MidCoast Council on 6591 7344

Contacts
Catchment Management 
Coordinator
Debbi Delaney, MidCoast Council 
phone: 02 6591 7378 
debbi.delaney@midcoast.nsw.
gov.au

Land for Wildlife
Helen Kemp, MidCoast Council 
Land for Wildlife Regional Provider 
phone: 02 6591 7344 
helen.kemp@midcoast.nsw.gov.au

Great Lakes area volunteering
Contact the MidCoast Council 
switch on phone: 02 6591 7222 

http://www.greatlakes.nsw.gov.au
mailto:kgl.landcare%40gmail.com?subject=
www.midwaste.org.au/composting
www.midwaste.org.au/composting
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http://http://midcoast.greatlakes.nsw.gov.au/Environment/Get-Involved#landforwildlife
http://http://midcoast.greatlakes.nsw.gov.au/Environment/Get-Involved#landforwildlife
mailto:helen.kemp%40midcoast.nsw.gov.au?subject=
http://www.facebook.com/MidCoastCouncil
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