
Part of your every day
Summer is a great time to reconnect with 
our local area and enjoy the many activities 
and experiences we have right here on our 
doorstep.

A big part of our role is to deliver services to 
our community that are part of everyday life, 
many you probably rarely think about... but 
you’d miss them if they weren’t there.

Recent improvement works undertaken in our 
great outdoors has included:

• New amenities at the Forster Ocean Baths

• All inclusive Livvi’s Place incorporating an 
accessible playground and amenities block 
in Fotheringham Park Taree

• New barbecue shelters in Harrington

• Upgrades to the Stroud Showground

• Shade structures in Lone Pine and 
Palmgrove Parks

Keep up to date on how we are working to 
improve your day out and about in the local 
community at midcoast.nsw.gov.au/everyday

Zoning in on our future
We are working towards the development of  
a clear, consistent planning framework that  
will guide the way we manage land use across  
the entire MidCoast region.

The result will be a single set of planning controls to replace the 
three we are currently working from. Our aim is to ensure these 
controls cater for our community now and into the future, while 
maintaining the unique character of our existing towns, villages 
and rural areas. Find out more at midcoast.nsw.gov.au/zoningin

KNOW YOUR ZONE
We’re currently zoning in on the land use plans that apply 
to different parts of our region. Proposed changes to 
planning controls may impact what your neighbourhood  
looks like in the future.

Zoning dictates what can (and can’t) be done in your neighbourhood 
– from the way the land can be used and the size of lots, to the 
types of buildings and their height. Zones influence what your 
neighbourhood looks like, as well as other factors like the volume of 
traffic in your area, and even the future value of your property.

So far we’ve looked at housing, employment and recreation areas in 
our towns and villages, where new zones and changes to planning 
rules are being proposed. These could apply to where you live, work, 
shop and play.

Office relocation update
Public submissions on the development 
application for repurposing 2 Biripi Way Taree 
into a centralised Council administration office 
closed on 6 December 2019. 

A determination on the application is expected 
to be made in February by the Hunter and 
Central Coast Regional Planning Panel, an 
independent body that regularly assesses large 
projects. Keep up to date with the project at 
midcoast.nsw.gov.au/headoffice

GET 
INVOLVED

  We’ll soon be visiting urban communities across   
  the region to help you get to know your zone and   
                changes that are being proposed, if any.  

As part of this road-testing phase, we’ll also be seeking your 
feedback to help us move forward when we write the draft plan 
(which will be placed on exhibition for your input before being 
finalised).

Keep an eye out in local media, on our Facebook page and at 
midcoast.nsw.gov.au/zoningin for the full schedule of community 
drop-in sessions, and details of how you can have your say. Note, 
rural areas will be addressed separately at a later date.
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KEEPING UP 
WITH COUNCIL



Last year we began reviewing pedestrian and cycle routes across 
the region to develop draft plans that identify priorities and actions 
in better connecting our communities. Thanks to everyone who got 
involved and shared ideas at one of our community workshops, or 
by completing the survey. Your input is now being collated, along 
with the consultant’s own independent studies of the area, to create 
plans and a coordinated approach to see these come to life. 

Stay up to date with this important recreational program by visiting 
midcoast.nsw.gov.au/PAMP

Pedestrian access and 
cycleway improvements 

Weekly news:
To keep up to date with all the news from us, 
head to midcoast.nsw.gov.au/everyday and 
register to receive our weekly news wrap directly 
to your in-box.

Water restrictions:
For information on current restrictions and 
water-saving tips, visit midcoast.nsw.gov.au/
waterrestrictions

Bushfire information:
For advice on making your survival plan, tips  
on preparing your home, and to report bushfire 
hazards on or near your property, visit  
rfs.nsw.gov.au. To stay updated on fire activity 
in our region, download the Fires Near Me app to 
your mobile phone.

Bushfire recovery:
For those members of the community recovering 
from the impact of recent fires and in need of 
support visit midcoast.nsw.gov.au/recovery 

Roadworks:
Visit midcoast.nsw.gov.au/roads to find out 
about our current roadworks program, or to 
search for works taking place near you. For 
the latest information about road closures and 
disruptions, download the MyRoadInfo app.

Request a service:
The most effective way to report an issue or log 
a service request is by completing the form at 
midcoast.nsw.gov.au/report. This ensures your 
enquiry is recorded in our system in real time and 
makes its way to the right team for processing.

Stay updated: quick links

KEEPING OUR  
KIDS SAFE
Make sure you slow down to 40km/h when bus lights flash 

Lights flash on the front and back of a bus 
when it’s picking up or setting down school 
children. They are a visual reminder to 
motorists that children are on foot around the 
bus, and an indicator that the bus is slowing 
down as it prepares to stop. 
Research has shown that children are most 
at risk in the minutes after they get off a 
bus. They’re often unpredictable in their 
movements and are still developing the skills 
that help them judge the direction of sound, 
and the speed and distance of vehicles.

We can all help keep children safe as they head back to school by:
• Slowing down to 40km/h when bus lights are flashing
• Looking out for children crossing the road near bus stops, in 

school zones or along bus routes
• Giving way to buses when they merge back into traffic
• Taking extra care when driving along rural bus routes, where 

bus stops may not be as visible as those in town centres.
With the kids heading back to school from 28 January, remember, 
“When the lights flash, you must slow down to 40.” 
Visit midcoast.nsw.gov.au/roadsafety to find out more about road 
safety initiatives currently in place across the region.

Internet access is available at many of 
our 11 library locations. 
Drop into your nearest branch and be 
surprised at what else you might find!

As part of our commitment to delivering valuable  
benefits for our community, independent researchers will be 
phoning randomly selected households across the region on our 
behalf during February to ask about your experiences with Council. 
If you are contacted we would appreciate you taking part. 

This survey will provide an important measure of our how our 
performance has changed over the past three years, and identify 
areas you would like to see improved. Further information will be 
provided online and via local media.

Calling for feedback

BACK TO  
SCHOOL

midcoast.nsw.gov.au

Contact us
MidCoast Council Tel 6591 7222  
Email council@midcoast.nsw.gov.au
or message us on Facebook    MidCoastCouncil
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