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Old Bar Manning Point Coastal Management Program 
Community Reference Group (OBMP CMP RG) 
 

Date 11 December 2019 Time 2pm – 3.30pm 
 

Venue MidCoast Council – 
Boardroom, Taree Office 

Note-taker Andrew Staniland 

 

Present Councillor Len Roberts (co-chair),  

Councillor Katheryn Smith (co-chair), 

Anne Rorke - Manning CoastCare, 

Elaine Pearce – Old Bar Beach Sand Replenishment Group 

Brian McCauley –Manning Great Lakes Birdwatchers 

Greg Crisp – Farquhar Inlet Management Group 

Jim Tyrpenou – Surf Life Saving Lower North Coast Branch 

Lesley Woods – Manning Point Concerned Citizens Group  

Mel Rosmand – Old Bar Manning Point Business & Community 
Association 

Sue Proust – Hastings Birdwatchers 

Steve Worboys – Old Bar Tavern Fishing Club 

Neil Kelleher- NSW Department of Planning Industry and Environment  

Josh Chivers – National Parks and Wildlife Service 

Andre Uijee – Transport NSW 

Brett Ryan – Transport NSW 

Gerard Tuckerman – MidCoast Council 

Andrew Staniland – MidCoast Council 

 
 

Apologies Councillor Dr David Keegan 

Joedie Lawler, CEO Taree Purfleet Local Aboriginal Lands Council 
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Meeting items 
 

Item Key points/actions 

1 Councillor Roberts, opened the meeting, acknowledged the traditional owners and 
welcomed all for attending the first Old Bar Manning Point Coastal Management 
Program Reference Group (OBMP CMP RG) meeting.  

It is noted that this Community Reference Group for the Old Bar Manning 
Point Coastal Management Program was established by a resolution of 
MidCoast Council on 11th September 2019. 

2 All in attendance introduced themselves and provided a personal connection to the 
Old Bar Manning Point coast and / or Manning River Estuary.  

 

3 Gerard Tuckerman, provided a background on the Coastal Management Act 2016 
and the Old Bar Manning Point CMP. 

The Old Bar - Manning Point coastline has been the subject of significant recession 
for over a decade. The complexity of the Wallabi Point to Crowdy Head coastal 
sediment compartment and the coastal processes acting on the coast and the 
difficulty in financially achievable management options has meant to date no plan 
has been developed and certified to guide future management.  

The NSW Government established the Coastal Management Act 2016 which came 
into force last year. It requires all Councils to develop Coastal Management 
Programs to guide management of habitats and vulnerability zones for the coast 
and estuaries.   

Council has started by initiating two CMPs: one for the Manning River Estuary 
which takes a whole-of-catchment approach. The second, is the focus for this 
reference group, addressing the Old Bar Manning Point coast. 

As per the guidelines for preparation of a coastal management program the Old Bar 
– Manning Point CMP will include the entire coastal sediment compartment from 
Wallabi Point to Crowdy Head as the area of focus and extend 2 km inland to cover 
the flood tide deltas of the Harrington and Farquhar river entrances. 

The Coastal Management Program for the Old Bar and Manning Point area will 
identify a range of site specific management options to address hazard risks to 
private, public and environmental assets while taking into account the social, 
economic, ecological and heritage values of the area. 

Under the Coastal Management Act 2016, Coastal Management Programs are 
required to: 

• identify and fill gaps in knowledge  

• identify existing and potential risks 

• develop actions for managing or reducing these risks in an integrated and 
strategic manner and  

• outline the costs and arrangements for cost sharing of the proposed actions.   
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Stakeholder engagement is a requirement of the Coastal Management Act and 
subsequently the Old Bar Manning Point CMP has a multidimensional engagement 
strategy. The Old Bar Manning Point Coastal Management Program Reference 
Group is one of the ways that Council will seek input on the priority management 
actions to include in the Old Bar Manning Point CMP.   

Input started today with you sharing your values during the combined session. 
Ultimately, our shared values for the catchment and coast will help us determine 
priorities.  

At future meetings we will be seeking your input on issues and actions. This is 
where things may become contentious. To guide the role of the reference group we 
have referred to the Public Participation Spectrum developed by the International 
Association for Public Participation. 

Looking at the IAP2 Spectrum of Public Participation, we envisage the Reference 
Group will operate at the level of Involve. (See attached PDF Powerpoint 
presentation to see the IAP2 Spectrum diagram). 

This means we will work directly with the Group throughout the process to ensure 
that public concerns and aspirations are consistently understood and considered. 
Our commitment is to work with you to ensure that your concerns and aspirations 
are reflected in the alternatives developed, and provide feedback on how public 
input influenced the decision. 

Once we have co-designed the issues and actions together, the project team will 
be running them through a range of methodologies to test them for validity, 
acceptability, feasibility, cost effectiveness. Though this process we will identify 
priority actions and we will bring these back to the group for review with a clear 
explanation of how decisions were made. 

4 Andrew Staniland provided an overview on the development of a CMP and actions 
to date on the Old Bar Manning Point CMP. (See attached PDF Powerpoint 
presentation). 

Coastal Management Program 

The Coastal Management Act 2019 (CM Act) and the associated guidelines set the 
Coastal Management Program (CMP) into 5 Stages (see figure in attached PDF 
Powerpoint presentation) from the Coastal Management Manual Part A.  

 Stage 1 ‘Scoping Study’ - sets the scene of the CMP, identifying the area 
covered, main issues to be addressed, identifies gaps in current knowledge 
and how to fill them and projects the forward plan of how to run the stages 2 
– 5.  Staff from the NSW Department of Planning, Industry and Environment 
(DPIE) formally OEH, assess Council’s Stage 1 plans against the CM Act. 
Then provide feedback to the Council. 

 Stage 2 – Will undertake additional studies required to fill identified gaps in 
knowledge.  

 Stage 3 – Development and evaluates feasibility of management options. 
Prioritisation of management options. Undertake community consultation on 
prioritised management options. 

 Stage 4 – Prepare, exhibit, adopt and certify the CMP 

 Stage 5 – Implement prioritised management options. 
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Council IP&R  

The agreed management options form the finalised CMP will be allocated to 
sections of Council and recorded in the Council’s Integrated Planning and 
Reporting (IP&R) framework. This tracks the progress on management options via 
the 4 year Delivery Program and the Annual Operation Plan. 

Engagement & Governance arrangements  

The development of the CMP is reliant on the engagement of multiple parties to 
provide direction.  

Presently this community Reference Group and a Technical Working Group has 
been established. Membership of the OBMP CMP RG is listed in the attendees at 
the start of these meeting notes. The membership of the Technical Working Group 
consists of staff from DPIE, NPWS, Crown Lands, MidCoast Council and 
independent coastal scientist.  

The wider community engagement will be commenced during Stage 3 of the CMP. 

Once the CMP is completed, it is sent to NSW Coastal Council and DPIE, who will 
make recommendations to the Minister in relation to certifying the CMP. 

Area covered & Sediment Compartments 

A coastal sediment compartment is a section of coast within which similar 
processes operate, and they are generally bounded by broad scale structural 
features that often impede on alongshore transport of sediment (Davies 1974; 
Thom et al. 2018). A compartment approach to investigating coastal systems has 
been used in a number of countries, including the USA (Komar 1996), UK (Bray et 
al. 1995) and Australia (Kinsela et al. 2017; Thom et al. 2018), to improve coastal 
management at a range of spatial scales, through better understanding of sediment 
mobility and transport within and between different compartments. Sediment 
compartments therefore enable the better estimation or quantification of the 
sources, pathways and sinks of sediments for any region of coast. Understanding 
these sources and sinks is important, as they can then help determine the sediment 
budget of that compartment.  

The area of the CMP will cover from the average low tide water mark to 2km inland 
area between Wallabi Point and the Harrington Break wall and will include the flood 
tide deltas of the Harrington and Farquhar river entrances. (it is noted Harrington 
Beach is covered in the Manning Valley CZMP). 

 ACTION Consider alteration of name of document – to reflect sediment 
compartment. 

Management Areas in the CM ACT –  
SEPP (State Environmental Planning Policy) 

1. Wetlands and rainforest –Protect, rehabilitate, improve resilience, cultural 
and social values 

2. Coastal vulnerability – public safety, risk to coastal hazards, maintain 
beaches, resilience of coastal communities for adaptation 

3. Coastal environment areas – protect coastal values, natural processes, 
reduce threats, maintain estuary health, support cultural and social values, 
maintain public access, presence of natural features 
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4. Coastal use areas – Protect and enhance social and cultural values, public 
open space, adverse impacts of development on use of these areas 

Marine Estate Management Act  

The CMP needs to consider the Marine Estate Management Strategy (MEMS) and 
associated Threat and Risk Assessment (TARA), under the Marine Estate 
Management Act 2014. These documents focus on the impacts to the marine 
estate, mostly from land uses and climate change.  

Old Bar Manning Point CMP 

Purpose, vision and objectives (see PDF PowerPoint presentation). These 
statements have been developed to ensure the OBMP CMP aligns with required 
NSW State aims, objectives and requirements for the development of a CMP.  

Stage 2  

Andrew explained the progress to date on research projects that are currently being 
undertaken. The results of these studies will feed into Stage 3 of the CMP. 

GPR / Probabilistic Hazard modelling  

Consultants (BMT) were directed by Council to develop a probabilistic hazard 
model for the Old Bar Manning Point coast. This work builds on the Ground 
Penetrating Radar (GPR) and borehole work they have already completed. To do 
the Probabilistic modelling the consultants developed a brand new computer model 
(wrote the computer scripts) to allow differing data to be inputted thus producing 
probabilistic hazard maps. Similar to previous mapping that depict coastal hazard 
lines, the probabilistic hazard model will show bands indicating areas at risk of 
coastal process under differing circumstances. The model will show the percentage 
chance of an event occurring, the probability that the event will occur.  

Racecourse Creek Flood Study & Plan  

Consultants (MHL) are progressing well with this study. To date they have 
modelled the Racecourse Creek as it exists presently and have run differing rainfall 
scenarios in the model. Presently they are altering the catchment model to include 
future development proposals (including the Manufactured Homes Estate and Golf 
Course). Following this alteration, they will run the rainfall scenarios on this model. 
The review of these models will highlight issues and the consultants will 
development management options to recommend to Council to manage the flow 
within Racecourse Creek and how it exits across Old Bar Beach. 

Sand Scraping – Old Bar Beach  

All works and monitoring of the site is completed. Due to a minor storm following 
the completion of the second campaign and the unavailability of the Drone 
operator, we are unable to exactly determine total sand volume moved. Council can 
prove that across the two campaigns that we moved 13,000m³. However, noting 
the lack of exact data, we can be confident we moved more. 

The beach is holding up well, with the current conditions adding sand to the beach. 
In the scraped zone, the beach is holding its width. It is noted that this scraping is 
yet to be tested by an erosion event. 
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Initially Council were successful with funding from the State Government to cover 
half the costs of this work. Two rounds of sand scraping with monitoring cost 
$90,000. (MidCoast Council and DPIE contributing $45,000 each). 

Harrington backchannel / Manning Point Beach  

Dredging in the Harrington Backchannel to improve / maintain the Navigational 
boating channels has been completed. Over the 10 week program 16,000 m³ was 
dredged from the Backchannel. The material sourced from these navigational 
channels was been piped to Manning Point Beach.   

9,000m³ were placed directly into the surf zone to meet environmental licensing on 
the job relating to the management of potential Acid Sulfate Soils (ASS). This 
placement was into the surf zone, directly opposite the Manning Point 4WD access 
track. The waves will rework this material onto the beach, permitting the beach to 
widen.  

The remaining 8,000m³ was placed against the erosion scape on the beach. This 
placement will mirror the successful Old Bar Beach scraping sand profile. The aim 
is to create a buffer for the Manning Point. 

Farquhar Flood Notch & Navigational channels 
(Scotts Creek, South Creek, Farquhar Campground) 

To date no license has been issued as Council is required to address the Aboriginal 
Significant Place on the Farquhar area. The original license application submitted 
by Council addressed Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Items. It was unknown at the 
time that the area also was listed as an Aboriginal Significant Place. 

Council has spoken with the CEO of the Taree/Purfleet Local Aboriginal Lands 
Council (LALC), who has given verbal agreement that they would support the 
works. However, to meet the requirements as set by the State Government, 
Council will have to out a contractor on who specialises in Aboriginal Plans to meet 
all the requirements as set by the State. This work is estimated to cost $20,000 and 
will commence in the New Year.  

 

5 Councillor Roberts and Smith thanked all for their attendance and contribution and 
closed the meeting.  

 
 

Next meetings 
 

Date 12 February 2020 Time TBA 
    

Venue MidCoast Council – 
Boardroom, Taree Office 

Note-taker TBA 

 

Date 29 April 2020 Time TBA 
    

Venue MidCoast Council – 
Boardroom, Taree Office 

Note-taker TBA 

 
 


