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Old Bar Manning Point Coastal Management Program 
Community Reference Group (OBMP CMP RG) 
 

Date 12 February 2020 Time 1.30pm – 3.30pm 
 

Venue MidCoast Council – 
Boardroom, Taree Office 

Note-taker Andrew Staniland 

 

Present Councillor Len Roberts (co-chair),  

Councillor Katheryn Smith (co-chair), 

Anne Rorke - Manning CoastCare, 

Elaine Pearce – Old Bar Beach Sand Replenishment Group 

Brian McCauley –Manning Great Lakes Birdwatchers 

Greg Crisp – Farquhar Inlet Management Group 

Lesley Woods – Manning Point Concerned Citizens Group  

Mel Rosmand – Old Bar Manning Point Business & Community 
Association 

Sue Proust – Hastings Birdwatchers 

Steve Worboys – Old Bar Tavern Fishing Club 

Neil Kelleher- NSW Department of Planning Industry and Environment  

Andre Uijee – Transport NSW 

Gerard Tuckerman – MidCoast Council 

Andrew Staniland – MidCoast Council 

 
 

Apologies Councillor Dr David Keegan 

Joedie Lawler, CEO Taree Purfleet Local Aboriginal Lands Council 

Josh Chivers – National Parks and Wildlife Service 

Jim Tyrpenou – Surf Life Saving Lower North Coast Branch 

Brett Ryan – Transport NSW 
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Meeting items 
 

Item Key points/actions 

1 Councillor Roberts, opened the meeting, acknowledged the traditional owners and 
welcomed all for attending the second Old Bar Manning Point Coastal Management 
Program Reference Group (OBMP CMP RG) meeting.  

2 
Actions from previous meeting. 

Action – consider alteration of name of document to reflect sediment compartment 

 Agreed to carry this action forward. 
 

3 
Purpose & Outcomes of today’s meeting. 

 Explain the science that backs the CMP process. 

 Agree on priorities to assist the focus of the Old Bar Manning Point CMP 

4 
CMP Stage 1 Scoping Study – Whole Coast  

The Coastal Management Act 2019 (CM Act) and the associated guidelines, break 
the Coastal Management Program (CMP) into 5 Stages (see figure in attached 
PDF Powerpoint presentation) from the Coastal Management Manual Part A.  

 Stage 1 ‘Scoping Study’ - sets the scene of the CMP, identifying the area 
covered, main issues to be addressed, identifies gaps in current knowledge; 
how to fill knowledge gaps and projects the forward plan of how to run 
Stages 2 – 5 of the CMP. Staff from the NSW Department of Planning, 
Industry and Environment (DPIE) formally OEH, assess Council’s Stage 1 
plans against the CM Act. Then provide feedback to the Council. 

Originally Scoping Study was focused on the Old Bar Manning Point area. 
However, it was decided to expand and cover the entire Mid Coast region coastline 
in one scoping study. 

Why this Coastal Scoping Study? 

To ensure continuity along the ~192km of MidCoast Council’s coast line, it was 
determined that one scoping study be generated to direct the development of 
required coastal management programs. This approach allows a review of 
sediment compartment at a larger scale (initially primary, then secondary and 
tertiary), to first understand regional processes, and then identifying more local 
issues, as directed by the CM Act 2016. 

Scoping Study Aim 

This document aims to: 

 Identify gaps in current knowledge by outlining the context of the coastal 

region 

 Identify high level threats to the MidCoast LGA coast line 

 Identify required coastal management programs and their boundaries  

 Set the forward plan to implement the required Coastal Management 

Programs and identified actions for the MidCoast Council LGA 

 Inform Council’s Delivery Program / Operational Plan (DPOP) framework for 
coastal management 
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Council’s Coastal Vision  

Supporting the coastal region of MidCoast Council (MCC) as a liveable environment, 
by understanding and managing for changing coastal processes and climate. 
 

Scoping Study Forward Plan  

As set by the forward program of the Scoping Study MCC will be generating two 
CMPs, one specifically for Old Bar - Manning Point (as currently it has no certified 
and gazetted CZMP), and another for the rest of the open coast. 

Scoping Study Review 

The Coastal Scoping Study 2020, is attached to these minutes. It is requested that 
members of the OB MP CMP RG review the document. Members are encouraged 
to provide comment/feedback on the document prior to the next meeting. 
Comments should indicate which section/s within the document require attention. A 
description of what the document should consider is to be included. Members 
should feel free to contact Andrew, through the review period, should they have any 
questions about the document. It is noted that the document has to meet 
mandatory requirements under the CM Act, as such suggestions around rewording 
headings or layout may not be able to be altered.  

 Action – OBMP CMP RG Members to provide comment on the Scoping 
Study document to andrew.staniland@midcoast.nsw.gov.au by 17 April 
2020.   

 

5 
Coastal Vision Old Bar Manning Point 

Discussion was held relating to the vision for Old Bar Manning Point. This vision will 
guide the approach to Stage 2 and 3 of the CMP.  

Discussion commented on the following words / phrases: 

Change; Manage what we have, plan for what we have today and tomorrow; 
Sustainable; Learn from what we have experienced to prepare for the next; 
Managing for current and changing environment; Innovation; Wildlife; Think about 
and plan for the future with imagination and wisdom. 

 

During the meeting the following was drafted as the vision: 

Supporting the OB MP coastal region as a liveable and sustainable 
environment for our people and wildlife, by understanding and managing for 
current and changing coastal processes and climate. We will think 
innovatively, learning from our experiences, while planning for the future.  

 

It is requested that members of the OB MP CMP RG review the above vision. 
Members are encouraged to provide comment/feedback on the vision prior to the 
next meeting. 

 Action – OBMP CMP RG Members to provide comment on the vision to 
andrew.staniland@midcoast.nsw.gov.au by 17 April 2020. 
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6 
Racecourse Creek Flood Model – Science  

Andrew explained the science behind the flood model currently being developed by 
contractors, Manly Hydraulics Laboratory.  

Racecourse Creek sub-catchments were produced from LiDAR data and validated 
against the previous model from SKM. Due to the small catchment size and relative 
homogeneity of the land-use, the catchment behaviour was able to be well 
simulated. 

Height vs. flow relationship was developed from the calibrated hydraulic 
model to more accurately represent the true creek behaviour. 

The ocean entrance was modelled both as an open channel and as a scourable 
weir in WBNM. Due to the nature of this sub-catchment it was found that the critical 
duration (flooding) of sub-catchment 1 did not differ depending on whether the 
channel entrance was open or closed. Therefore, an open entrance was selected 
for hydrological design to simplify the outputs and keep the model consistent with 
previous work. 

The design events modelled in this study include; Frequent events -20% AEP and 
10% AEP; Rare events -5% AEP, 2% AEP and 1% AEP; Very rare events -1 in 500 
AEP; Extreme event -Probable Maximum Flood (PMF). 

Impervious areas were derived by adopting impervious percentages for various 
land uses defined by Councils GIS layer for LEP zoning. 

Parameters required by the WBNM model include sub-catchment area and linkage, 
pervious and impervious percentage, runoff lag factor, stream routing lag factor, 
rainfall input. 

 

The developed model showed how the catchment responds to a variety of rain 
events. These events were reviewed. The following 10 management options are 
being tested in the computer model to determine if they would reduce identified 
flooding. Management Options that create significant improvement will be 
supported in the recommendations section of the final document to Council.  

Management Options being investigated 

 Option 1: Replacement of culvert under David Street by a single span concrete 
bridge to allow flood water to flow better under the road and reduce upstream 
flood levels. 

 Option 2: Construction of levee along southern embankment downstream of the 
proposed golf course. 

 Option 3: Reduce pipe capacity at outlet of basin to reduce flow and flood levels in 
the creek downstream of the proposed bridge. 

 Option 4: Widen cross‐section of creek at area restricted by timber retaining wall 
to reduce upstream flood levels 

 Option 5: Creation of swale in parkland downstream of Oceanic Place to reduce 
flooding at southern end of the road 

 Option 6: Creation of swale downstream of Cross Street to reduce flooding at 
southern end of the road 

 Option 7: Creation of swale upstream of David Street, upgrade of drainage along 
Clerke Street and between Joel Dr and Cross St 

 Option 8: Replacement of existing pipe under Saltwater Road by box culvert 

 Option 9: Removal of GPT structure 

 Option 10 – Rusby Park constructed wetland 
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7 
Probabilistic Hazard Modelling - the science 

Andrew explained the science behind the probabilistic hazard model currently being 
developed by contractors, BMT Global. 
 
The following range of distributions (data) have been input into the computer model 
to generate scenarios / iterations: 

 previous storms  

 beach erosion 

 geophysical substrate (bed rock and other durable material) 

 Sea Level Rise as per IPCC average calculated  
 
These ranges created millions of scenarios / iterations. This creates a huge range 
of output lines for the selected timeframe. Each map produced contains all events 
from minor to catastrophic. It is noted that storms and their strength are not 
guaranteed, however, this mapping shows the probability of area potentially 
affected. 
 
Areas relating to the Manning River entrances (Harrington and Farquhar) have a 
degree of uncertainty around them that make them unable to be mapped. 
Additional studies are required to determine how these entrances would respond 
under the above listed scenarios / iterations. Until this is completed, these areas of 
uncertainty will be clearly identified on produced maps.     
 
Mapping will be produced to represent three different timeframes – present day, 
2060 and 2100. 
 
The iterations generated by the computer and the probability of the area being 
effected are based on a risk matrix. This likelihood and consequence rating will be 
included in the final “banding” on produced maps.  
 
The final maps will show all above data via different coloured banding. 
 
Green   – 50% chance that this area will be affected 
Orange – 10% chance that this area will be affected  
Red         - 1% chance that this area will be affected 

 

8 
Prioritisation of coastal issues for OB MP 

Andrew explained that the Scoping Study (as discussed above) has generated a 
list of tasks that can be undertaken to fill the gaps identified. 

Tasks are colour coded to link back to the risk assessment (Appendix G of the 
scoping study). Tasks have been selected as they are related to the identified 
extreme risks.  

Costs associated to tasks have been listed where known. Allocated funding has 
been highlighted.  

Members of the OB MP CMP RG are asked to familiarise themselves with this list. 
As during next meeting, these tasks will be used to guide stage 2.  

 

9 
April meeting 

The next meeting will review the results of the Racecourse Creek and Probabilistic 
Hazard Study.  
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10 Councillor Roberts and Smith thanked all for their attendance and contribution and 
closed the meeting.  

 
 

Meeting Actions 
 

Meeting Action Status 

11th Dec 2019 
Consider alteration of name of document to reflect 
sediment compartment 

Ongoing 

12th Feb 2020 

OBMP CMP RG Members to provide comment on the 
Scoping Study document to 
andrew.staniland@midcoast.nsw.gov.au by 17 April 
2020 

 

12th Feb 2020 
OBMP CMP RG Members to provide comment on the 
vision to andrew.staniland@midcoast.nsw.gov.au by 17 
April 2020 

 

 
 
 

Next meetings 
 

 

Date 29 April 2020 Time TBA 
    

Venue MidCoast Council – 
Boardroom, Taree Office 

Note-taker Andrew Staniland 
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