
Heritage & exterior 
paint… 

  

Within the Heritage Conservation Area (HCA) and 
for heritage buildings colours should be carefully 
selected so that they do not detract from the 
heritage building or surrounding streetscape. 
 
In regards to heritage buildings or those 
within the HCA, a Development Application 
(DA) may not be required for minor work 
(including painting) if in Council's opinion 
the proposed work would not adversely 
affect the heritage importance of the building 
or HCA (see example below). 
 

For example: Property owners may submit a 
written request to Council proposing external 
paint colours for their building.  If the colours 
are appropriate (based on the era and the 
style of the building) Council can provide 
written advice that a DA will not be required.  
  
Advice from Council is not required when making 
changes resulting from any maintenance 
necessary for ongoing protective care which does 
not adversely affect the heritage significance of 
the heritage building or building within the HCA. 
 
Council Officers are available during 
business hours and would be happy to 
discuss your proposed paint scheme with 
you.   
 
Guidance can be provided to identify the era 
or style of your building, if applicable, or 
simply to suggest colours which would 
complement your building.   

 

For further information... 
 

Great Lakes Council 
Ph. (02) 6591 7222 
Fax: (02) 6591 7200 

www.greatlakes.nsw.com.au   
For information relating to heritage, strategic 
planning or development in the Great Lakes. 

 
Council Officers can refer you to a Heritage Advisor 
if additional advice or an on-site meeting is required 

to discuss your proposal. 
 

NSW Heritage Branch 
Ph. (02) 9873 8500 
Fax (02) 9873 8599 

www.heritage.nsw.gov.au  
For information in relation to general heritage 

planning and management in NSW. 
 

 
 
 
To determine if your property is: a heritage 
building; located in the Heritage 
Conservation Area (HCA); Village Area; or 
Visual Catchment area, you may do one of 
the following: 
 refer to Development Control Plan No. 

56 - Stroud District & Heritage; or 
 refer to the map in the Stroud District 

Office; or 
 contact Council on (02) 6571 7222. 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Heritage Information 
Sheet 

 

Paint 
 

 

  Figure 1: A combination of colours has been 
used to highlight the features of this building.   
The end result is an effective colour scheme 
which complements the building and the 
streetscape. 

http://www.greatlakes.nsw.com.au/
http://www.heritage.nsw.gov.au/


Source: Colour Schemes for Old Australian Houses: I. 
Evans, C. Lucas, I. Stapleton (this book available from 
the Stroud Library to assist property owners). 
 
*Please note these colours are provided for illustration 
purposes only and may not be a true representation 
due to print variations.  A manufacturer's colour sample 
should be referred to in all instances. 

 
 

 

Guidelines for exterior 
Paints… 
 

The use of colours should be carefully 
considered for heritage buildings and those 
within the Heritage Conservation Area (HCA) of 
Stroud. 
 

General guide… 
 As a general guide colours should be 

selected to suit the period and style of the 
building if known. 

 

 Property owners are encouraged to establish 
the original colour of their building by way of 
paint scrapings and paint in those colours 
where possible. 

 

 Overly bright colours such as red, yellow, 
orange, purple, rich blue, black or silver 
should be avoided as they are often not 
suited to the style and period of the building 
and can often contribute to a decline in the 
areas amenity. 

 

 Unpainted brickwork or masonry should not 
be painted, instead incorporate their colours 
into the overall scheme. 

 

 Emphasise architectural details with stronger 
colours. 

 

 Plain white should be avoided for walls 
(except 1940s-1950s buildings where there is 
evidence that white is historically correct).  
Owners seeking to paint in pale colours may 
select from the suggested colours. 

Suggested colours*… 
 
Due to the different ages and styles of buildings within 
Stroud there is no one range of preferred colours to suit all 
buildings.  Additional information regarding building colour 
is available in DCP 56 - Stroud District & Heritage.  The 
following colours are provided as a general guide only.  A 
combination of colours may be used to create a pleasing 
colour scheme. 
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