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GOAL 1: Grow our local economy 
 
 
The local economy is driven by employment. Without work and education opportunities, 
young people and families have moved from the Manning Valley. While there has been an 
increase in health and tourism jobs there have been significant reductions in 
manufacturing and agricultural jobs, with a net decline overall.  
 
We need to look at ways to offer more employment opportunities. In response, there are 
two key directions: 
 
1. Establish strong economic precincts 
 
Seven key economic precincts are proposed to encourage further growth and prosperity 
across the Manning Valley, being:  

 Northern Gateway at Cundletown 
 Taree Medical at Taree 
 Manning River Drive at Taree South 
 Muldoon Street at Taree 
 Sporting / Cultural at Chatham 
 Taree Regional Airport at Cundletown 
 Taree Central Business at Taree 

 

 
 
Some of these precincts benefit from a core economic driver such as the Manning Rural 
Referral Hospital or the Taree Regional Airport while others have a locational advantage 
such as that enjoyed by the Northern Gateway and Manning River Drive. Where these 
drivers do not exist it is intended to improve opportunities by encouraging new uses that 
match the demands of the business community.  
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Importantly, there will be a specific focus on enhancing Taree as the regional centre for 
the lower Mid North Coast, with the central business district (CBD) offering a range of 
retail and commercial services for Manning Valley residents. Everyday and specialised 
shopping will be catered for, along with a full range of government service providers. 
 
2. Provide diverse tourist experiences 
Tourists want a range of experiences when on holiday. The Manning Valley offers 
traditional experiences like going to the beach and visiting National Parks, but there is so 
much more. Exploring the waterways is limited for tourists given the lack of tourist 
infrastructure like hiring boats or canoes, or going on a river cruise. 
 
Investing in tourist infrastructure can increase the tourist experience and visitor numbers. 
An example is Cattai Wetlands which was opened to the public in 2013. Toilets, 
boardwalks and rest areas were installed. Today it is a popular place for a day trip and 
experienced by 2,500 visitors each year. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


