
 

 

Environmental Levy Update 
January - June 2015 
 
 

In November 2013 we adopted an Environmental 
Action Plan that was developed in close consultation 
with the community to identify local environmental 
issues of concern. 
 
To help fund the projects in the plan, an environmental 
levy in the form of a special rate variation was 
introduced in July 2014 for a period of 5 years. 
 
The levy will raise just over $1.3 million each year for 
projects that address a range of issues under the 
following themes: 
 

 Estuary & Water Quality 

 Biodiversity 

 Sustainability & Environmental Performance 

 Dredging & Foreshore Improvements 
 
This update contains a summary of the achievements 
and projects undertaken between 1 January and 30 
June 2015. 
 

Successful Grant Applications 
 
One of the benefits of the environmental levy is that it enables us to attract additional funding from the 
state and federal governments, as most grant programs require the applicant to provide matching 
funding.  As of 30 June 2015 we have been successful in receiving an additional $1.7 million in 
external funding to assist in implementing environmental projects funded through the levy including: 
 
 $800,000 through the NSW Boating Now Program for the following projects:  

‐ Upgrade boat ramp, car park and amenities at Endeavour Park, Taree ($300,000) 

‐ Upgrade boat ramp, formalise car park and install new pontoon at Bohnock ($325,000) 

‐ Investigate the possible relocation of boat ramp facility at Manning Point & construct/improve 

boat ramp and car park if feasible ($135,000) 

‐ Investigate upgrade of boat ramp and car park at Croki ($40,000) 

‐ NSW Roads and Maritime Services has also allocated funds to investigate options to improve 

the boat ramp facility at Kendall Reserve, Cundletown. 

Council will contribute $500,000 from the environmental levy over the next 3 years bringing the 

total project value to $1.3 million. 
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 $40,000 in matching funding through the Recreational Fishing Trust Fish Habitat Action Grants 

Program to undertake the restoration of 700 metres of severely eroding riverbank near 
Harrington. 

 $10,000 from Hunter Local Land Services to go towards the acid sulfate soil study being funded 
through the NSW Estuary Management Program. 

 $52,000 matching funding through the NSW Environmental Trust Restoration and Rehabilitation 
Program to undertake wetland restoration works, construct a walking track and install interpretive 
signage within the Taree Recreation Ground adjacent to the Dawson River. 

 
 
The following applications for matching funding have also been submitted: 
 
 NSW Recreational Fishing Trust - to install a new pontoon and fish cleaning table at the 

Bohnock boat ramp: $70,000 
 
 NSW Coastal and Estuary Management Program: 

 
‐ Beach Access Improvements between Old Bar & Blackhead: $55,000 

‐ Old Bar Beach Emergency Access and Dune Remediation: $49,000 

‐ Harrington Backchannel Hydrological Study: $45,000 

‐ Big Swamp Acid Sulfate Soil Remediation Project - Stage 3: $200,000 

‐ Manning Estuary Riverbank Restoration Project: $70,000 
 
 

Crown Lands Licencing 
A number of environmental projects we are planning on undertaking are located within the waterway, 
which requires a licence from Crown Lands.  While we anticipated commencing the works during this 
reporting period, lengthy delays (currently up to 9 months) have been experienced in obtaining 
approval from the Crown Lands Taree office which has stalled these important works. These projects 
will commence as soon as a licence is granted by Crown Lands: 

 

 Manning River Rowing Club Foreshore Improvement Project 

 Harrington Waters Riverbank Revetment Project 

 Pelican Bay Riverbank Restoration Project 

 Racecourse Creek Restoration Project 
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Pelican Bay Riverbank Restoration Project 
Council has embarked on a partnership with the Manning River Oyster Farmers Association and the 
NSW Soil Conservation Service to rehabilitate and protect a severely eroding riverbank at Pelican 
Bay, which is located on the north arm of the lower Manning River estuary between Manning Point and 
Harrington.   

The site is currently contributing large amounts of sediment to the river which impacts on water quality 
and smothers important aquatic habitat such as seagrass beds in the lower estuary.  

The project will involve the construction of a series of low rock wave barriers (rock fillets) in front of the 
riverbank for a length of 875 meters to prevent further erosion and encourage the reestablishment of 
mangroves.  Other works will include the removal of the highly invasive weed Sharp Rush, which is 
threatening the adjoining area of Saltmarsh, an endangered ecological community. 

The project will complement riverbank restoration works undertaken on the neighbouring property 
under a separate funding program and recent efforts of the landholder to exclude livestock from the 26 
hectare riverfront property. 

Reducing the amount of sediment entering the river will not only improve water quality and fish habitat, 
but will also contribute to the productivity of the Manning’s oyster, fishing, and tourism industries. 

Funding assistance for this project has been provided through the NSW Office of Environment & 
Heritage Estuary Management Program and the NSW Department of Primary Industries Fish Habitat 
Action Grants Program. 

 Above: Erosion of riverbank at Pelican Bay, Manning River
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Big Swamp Restoration Project 
Council has been successful in securing a $150,000 grant through the NSW Estuary Management 
Program to undertake Stage 2 of the Big Swamp Restoration Project.  The funding will be matched 
dollar for dollar with funding provided through the environmental levy. 
 
The main aim of the Big Swamp project is to improve the water quality of the lower Manning River 
estuary by reversing the effects of drainage which has caused the soil to be become acidic and leach 
into the waterway.  Acid runoff can have serious impacts on the river system and can result in fish kills 
and poor oyster production.  This can be overcome by restoring the area’s natural hydrology by 
reintroducing tidal flows through the removal of floodgates, and raising the groundwater table by 
modifying or infilling drains to prevent the oxidation of the acidic soil layer. 
 
Stage 2 of the Big Swamp project aims to build on the achievements of first stage of the project which 
commenced in late 2011 with significant funding provided by the federal and state governments, 
including a $2 million grant through the Australian ‘Caring for our Country’ initiative.  This project 
resulted in the acquisition and remediation of around 700 hectares of land recognised as one of the 
worst acid sulfate soils ‘hotspots’ in NSW.  Stage 2 of the project will result in the further acquisition of 
acidic low-lying land located within the 2000 hectare project area and the implementation of a range of 
on-ground works identified in the Big Swamp Hydrological Study to reduce the amount of acid leaching 
into the waterway. 
 
To gauge the success of the Big Swamp project Council is also working closely with the Water 
Research Laboratory (University of NSW) and a local botanist to monitor changes in water quality and 
vegetation as a result of the works.  As part of this monitoring program WRL have set up 5 data 
loggers in Pipeclay Canal and Cattai Creek to collect water quality data, particularly pH & EC (salinity).  
The data available so far shows an overall improvement in water quality but a persistent and extensive 
source of acid within the broader region of Big Swamp is causing the pH to drop at times to as low as 
3 following a rainfall event.  This emphasises the importance of continuing this project into the future. 
 

 
Above: Stage 1 of the Big Swamp Project Area 
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Dawson River Wetland Restoration Project 
Funding of $52,103 has been secured through the NSW Environmental Trust Restoration and 
Rehabilitation Program for the Dawson River Wetland Restoration Project, which will be matched 
dollar for dollar with funding from the environmental levy. 

Set to commence in August, this funding will go towards weed control works to promote the re-
establishment of native species; construction of a 430 metre long walking track through the vegetation 
to reduce the damaging impact of uncontrolled foot traffic; erection of educational signage along the 
walking track to raise the awareness of wetlands; and the planting of up to 600 new plants.  

The project builds on initial bush regeneration works recently undertaken in the area and will result in 
the rehabilitation of 18 hectares of low lying coastal wetland and the enhancement of two endangered 
ecological communities - Swamp Oak Forest and Saltmarsh. 

With the wetland being so close to the Taree Recreation Ground, the formalised walking track and 
information signs will provide a greater opportunity for users of the sporting fields to learn about and 
appreciate our local environment. 

 

Bio
diversity 

Above: Results of weed control undertaken at the Dawson River Wetlands
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Dyers Crossing Weir Removal & Fish Ladder 
 
The Dyers Crossing weir is located on Khoribakh Creek, a tributary of the Wallamba River, and is the 
last remaining fish barrier in the Wallis Lake catchment.  The weir is a reinforced concrete structure 
approximately 1.8m in height and 22 metres wide.  It was built in the early 1900s to provide water for 
the Dyers Crossing butter factory, which closed in 1945.   
 
The weir is creating a physical blockage that acts as a barrier to fish passage, especially for migratory 
fish species such as Bass and Mullet which migrate from the estuary to breed upstream.  
 
Funding has been provided through the NSW Estuary Management Program to restore fish passage 
at the site by halving the height of the weir and constructing a fish ladder.  This would make available 
an additional 17km of habitat upstream and provide the opportunity for native fish to migrate during 
seasonal conditions.  
 
Council is currently consulting with NSW Fisheries to develop the design and specifications for the fish 
ladder.  The construction of the fish ladder will proceed once half the weir has been removed and the 
creek has had time to adjust to the change.  Consultation with the adjoining landowners is also 
occurring to ensure the project addresses any concerns.  It is anticipated that the project will 
commence prior to the end of the year once all relevant approvals and licences have been obtained. 
 

 

 
  

Above: Dyers Crossing Weir, Khoribakh Creek
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Council’s Works Depot goes Solar 
With funding provided through the 
environmental levy, a 30kW solar power 
system has recently been installed at our 
Kolodong works depot.  

The works depot houses close to 100 
employees and is one of Council’s largest 
consumers of electricity. The installation of 116 
solar panels will help us to reduce our 
electricity consumption by approximately 40% 
and save around $9,000 per year. 

The sustainable use of non-renewable 
resources is a priority of the Environmental 
Action Plan and Council has been very 
proactive over the last few years to reduce its 
electricity consumption and associated carbon 
emissions, improve environmental efficiencies 
and reduce the ongoing costs associated with 
running our facilities. 

This project supplements other energy saving 
measures undertaken by Council in recent 
years including the replacement of a number of 
electric hot water systems with heat pump 
systems in some of our public amenities, 
installation of LED lighting at the Airport 
Terminal, and installation of a 9kW solar 
power system at the Art Gallery. 
 

 

Protecting the Health of the Manning 
In 2014/15 Council continued the water quality monitoring program within the Manning River to assess 
the condition and health of the estuary.  The monitoring program, which is in its second year, is 
undertaken by the NSW Office of Environment & Heritage and is jointly funded through the NSW 
Estuary Management Program and the environmental levy. 

The data collected as part of the monitoring program is used to create a report card grade for the 
Manning River estuary.  This year the estuary received the same grade as last year - a B, which 
indicates that the condition of Manning River is generally fair to good.  The drier conditions throughout 
the sampling period this year resulted in less frequent spikes in turbidity (adverse water clarity) than 
the previous year, however consistently high nutrient concentrations at a number of sites are an 
ongoing concern for the ecological health of the Manning River, particularly within the mid-estuary. 

Ongoing monitoring programs are required to inform management, assist in planning and enable 
communication of river health issues to the wider community.  By using a number of different 
components in a monitoring program it is possible to begin to understand ecological processes within 
the river system, and to identify the pressures that may affect it.  Now two years in, this monitoring 
program is forming a solid foundation of information on the ecological health of the Manning River.

Above: Solar panels, GTCC Works Depot, Kolodong
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Dredging & Foreshore Improvements 
 

Harrington Backchannel Dredging 
Following the dredging of around 7,500 cubic metres of sand from the South Channel at Farquhar 
Inlet, Council will next focus on improving access and navigation for boaters at Harrington with the 
assistance of State Government funding.  This funding is being provided through the Rescuing our 
Waterways Program and will be matched dollar for dollar with funds raised through Council’s 
environmental levy. 

This next round of dredging will result in the removal and reuse of approximately 8,000 cubic metres of 
sand from within the Harrington Backchannel, which has been identified as a high priority in the 
Maintenance Dredging Strategy for the Manning River.  A total of four dredge cuts are proposed within 
the Backchannel as well as another near the entry to the Harrington Waters marina.  

The dredging will be undertaken in partnership with the Farquhar Inlet Management Group (FIMG), a 
not-for-profit community group who, through funding efforts, purchased their own dredge to assist 
Council and the State Government in maintaining safe waterways for boaters. 

Council is currently in the process of undertaking the environmental planning and assessment for the 
proposed activity, which will commence once all of the necessary approvals and licences are granted.  

 

 

 

Want to find out more? 
If you would like to find out more about any of the above projects please contact Tanya Cross, Team 
Leader Environmental Services, on 6592 5248.   

Above: The community dredge used by the Farquhar Inlet Management Group (FIMG) 
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Project Summary 2014/15 
 
 

Theme Major Projects Levy Grant 
Project 

Cost 
Target 
Date 

Status 

Estuary & 
Water Quality 

 

Cattai Wetlands/Big Swamp 
Restoration Project 

$70,000 - $70,000 June 2015 Completed 

Big Swamp Acid Sulfate Soil 
(ASS) Remediation Project $150,000 $150,000 $300,000 June 2016 

Land acquisition 
negotiations 
commenced 

Harrington Riverbank 
Restoration Project 

$40,000 $40,000 $80,000 Dec 2015 
Planning completed – 
awaiting CL licence 

LLS-TIDE Marine Debris Clean 
up & Education Project 

$5,000 $13,000 $20,000 June 2015 Completed 

Contribution to Wallis Lake 
catchment management works 

$20,000 - $20,000 June 2015 Completed 

Manning River Riparian 
Rehabilitation Project (Pelican 
Bay) 

$77,000 $77,000 $154,000 Dec 2015 
Planning completed – 
awaiting CL licence 

Improving the Health of the 
Manning River (Browns Creek 
water quality & dairy effluent 
management projects) 

$72,000 $72,000 $144,000 Dec 2015 Planning commenced 

Manning River Riparian Fencing 
& Roadside Erosion Control 

$55,000 $55,000 $110,000 Dec 2015 In progress 

Racecourse Creek Remediation 
Works, Old Bar 

$15,000 - $15,000 June 2015 
Planning completed – 
awaiting CL licence 

Schoolhouse Gully Restoration 
Project Wingham 

$10,000 - $10,000 
December 

2015 
Planning completed – 
to commence July 15 

Sand Tracing Study, Old Bar 
Beach (Stage 2) 

$20,500 $145,500 $166,000 June 2015 Sampling completed 

Totals $534,500 $552,500 $1,099,000   

Biodiversity 

 

Bush regeneration projects 
within Council’s bushland 
reserves – 20 sites 

$83,500 - 83,500 June 2015 Completed - ongoing 

Dawson River Wetland 
Restoration Project 

$52,103 $52,103 $104,206   

Aboriginal cultural heritage 
interpretative materials – Cattai 
Wetlands 

$10,000 - $10,000 Dec 2015 
Design in progress in 

consultation with 
Aboriginal groups 

Manning Coastcare Littoral 
Rainforest Regeneration 
Program 

$17,000 - $17,000 June 2015 Completed 

Cattai Wetlands Green Army 
Team 

$5,000 - $5,000 Sept 2015 In progress 

Dyers Crossing Weir – Fish 
Barrier Removal Project (Year 1 
contribution to 2-year project) 

$41,600 $116,600 $238,200 Dec 2016 In progress 

 Totals $209,203 $168,703 $457,906   
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Project Summary 2014/15 
 
 

Theme Major Projects Levy Grant 
Project 

Cost 
Target 
Date 

Status 

Sustainability 
& 
Environmental 
Performance 

 

Energy & Water Monitoring 
Program 

$3,500 - $3,500 June 2015 Completed - ongoing  

Sustainable Manning Valley 
Website Fee 

$2,500 - $2,500 June 2015 Completed - ongoing 

Hunter Regional 
Environmental Management 
Strategy Membership 

$22,000 - $22,000 June 2015 Completed - ongoing 

Energy Audits - Admin, 
MEC, MALC & Depot 

$3,000 - $3,000 Dec 2014 Completed  

Aboriginal Cultural Heritage 
Assessment Training & 
Updated Guidelines 

$6,500 - $6,500 April 2015 Completed 

Installation of solar panels 
at the Works Depot 

$40,000 $22,000 $62,000 April 2015 Completed 

Cattai Wetlands Boardwalk $6,000 - $6,000 Aug 2015 In progress 

Protecting the Health of the 
Manning Project (Year 1 
contribution to 2-yr project) 

$20,000 $40,000 $80,000 June 2016 
Yr 1 water sampling & 
reporting completed 

Totals $103,500 $62,000 $185,500   

Dredging & 
Foreshore 
Improvements  

 

Maintenance Dredging of 
Farquhar Inlet Old Bar  

$40,000 $30,000 $70,000 July 2015 In progress 

Maintenance Dredging of 
Harrington Backchannel 

$41,500 $40,000 $81,500 June 2016 
Environmental 
assessment in 

progress 

Manning River Rowing Club 
Foreshore Improvements 

$5,000 - $5,000 Sept 2015 
Planning completed – 
awaiting CL licence 

Harrington Lagoon/Harry 
Bennett Park Foreshore 
Improvements 

$10,000 - $10,000 Dec 2014 Completed 

Harrington Waters 
Riverbank Revetment 

$40,000 - $40,000 Aug 2015 
Planning completed – 
awaiting CL licence 

Manning Waters Foreshore 
Restoration  

$20,000 - $20,000 Oct 2015 Design in progress 

Wingham Wharf Foreshore 
Upgrade 

$12,000 - $12,000 Dec 2014 Completed 

Regional Boating 
Improvements (Year 1 
contribution to 3-yr project) 

$100,000 $800,000 $1,300,000 June 2017 In progress 

Totals $268,500 $870,000 $1,538,500   

OVERALL TOTALS $1115703 $1653203 $3280906   

Note: CL = Crown Lands 


