
Environmental Plan in Action

Keeping our community up to date
In November 2013 we adopted an Environmental Action Plan which was developed in  
close consultation with the community to identify local environmental issues of concern.

To help fund the projects in the plan, an environmental levy in the form of a special rate 
variation was also introduced in July 2014 for a period of 5 years.

The levy will raise just over $1.3 million dollars each year for projects that address a range 
of issues grouped under the following themes: Estuary and Water Quality; Biodiversity; 
Sustainability and Environmental Performance; Dredging and Foreshore Improvements.

Let us know how we are doing.... send an email to info@gtcc.nsw.gov.au

Dredging and Foreshore Improvements
•	Over 5000m3 of sand dredged from the South Channel at Farquhar  

Inlet in partnership with the Farquhar Inlet Management Group.

•	1300m2 of turf laid at the Harrington Lagoon foreshore.

•	Continuation of the Sand Tracing Study for Old Bar Beach.

•	Doubled the frequency of cleaning popular boat ramps  
and fish cleaning tables.

•	$70,000 matching funding received through the NSW Rescuing  
our Waterways Program to dredge the Harrington Backchannel  
and Farquhar Inlet.

Estuary and Water Quality
•	Commencement of the 2014/15 water quality monitoring program  

within the Manning River estuary.

•	Release of the State of the Manning Report Card for 2013/14 
– overall grade of B (good).

•	Continuation of acid sulfate soil remediation works at Big Swamp.

Biodiversity
•	20 bush regeneration projects underway within public reserves at  

Hallidays Point, Old Bar, Taree, Wingham, Tinonee and Harrington.

•	Successful application to the Federal Government for a Green Army team to 
undertake environmental restoration works at Cattai Wetlands for six months.

Sustainability and Environmental Performance
•	A total of almost $750,000 in external funding received to date to assist  

in implementing environmental projects funded through the levy.

•	Electricity audits undertaken at the Aquatic Centre, Works Depot, 
Administration Building and Entertainment Centre.

•	113 staff participated in Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Assessment training.

•	81 staff attended an Erosion and Sediment Control refresher training course.

This update contains 
a summary of the 
achievements and 
projects undertaken 
or commenced during 
the first six months of 
the environmental levy 
works program as of 
31 December 2014.

Projects Update

Visit the website 
 for more info

gtcc.nsw.gov.au

Highlight!
The Big Swamp Project 
was recently awarded 

highly commended at the 
NSW Local Government 
Environment Awards. 

Projects Update

1



Featured Action

Manning River Estuary Management Project 
The Manning River has a catchment area of 8,420 km2  with two natural entrances 
situated at Harrington and Old Bar.

$554,600 matching funding received through the NSW Estuary Management Program 
for seven projects aimed at improving the health of the Manning estuary including:

•	acid sulfate soil (ASS) remediation at Big Swamp;

•	assessment and prioritisation of ASS on the Manning floodplain;

•	stabilisation of eroding riverbanks;

•	protection of coastal vegetation communities;

•	water quality improvements at Browns Creek;

•	dairy effluent management;

•	water quality monitoring within the Manning River;

•	roadside erosion control; and

•	partial removal of the Dyers Crossing weir and the construction of a fish ladder.

An estuary is a body 
of water formed 

where freshwater 
from rivers and 

streams flows into 
the ocean, mixing 
with the seawater. 
Estuaries and the 
lands surrounding 
them are places of 
transition from land 

to sea, and from 
freshwater  

to saltwater.

Future Projects
As of 31 December 2014, the environmental levy has enabled us to attract an 
additional $750,000 in external funding to help deliver priority projects identified  
in the Environmental Action Plan. Six funding applications have also been submitted 
for the following projects:

•	installation of a new pontoon and fish cleaning table at the Bohnock boat ramp;

•	restoration of 700m of severely eroding riverbank at Harrington;

•	wetland restoration works, construction of a walking track and installation of 
interpretive signage within the Taree Recreation Ground adjacent the Dawson River;

•	acid sulfate soil remediation in partnership with NSW Fisheries at Big Swamp; and

•	new and improved boating facilities on the Manning River at Bohnock, Endeavour 
Place Taree, Manning Point and Croki.
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Photos L to R: Weed infestation at Manning Water Reserve; Dyers Crossing Weir; Bank erosion on the Manning River, Harrington; Manning River estuary, Manning Point.
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Did you know?
The critically endangered 

Yellow Donkey Orchid  
(Diuris flavescens) is  

found in the Wingham-
Tinonee area and nowhere 

else in the world. 
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