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Keeping you updated
In November 2013 the former 
Greater Taree City Council adopted 
an Environmental Action Plan that 
was developed in close consultation 
with the community to identify local 
environmental issues of concern. 

To help fund the projects in the plan, 
an environmental levy in the form of a 
special rate variation was also introduced 
in July 2014 for a period of 5 years. 

The levy will raise just over $1.4 million 
each year for projects that address 
a range of issues grouped under the 
following themes: Estuary and Water 
Quality; Biodiversity; Sustainability and 
Environmental Performance; Dredging 
and Foreshore Improvements.

In May 2016 Greater Taree City Council 
was amalgamated with Great Lakes 
and Gloucester Shire Council to form 
MidCoast Council.

This update contains a snapshot of the 
achievements and projects undertaken 
in MidCoast Council’s Manning Region 
between 1 January and 30 June 2016.

Out and about... 

Environmental Plan in Action

What we’ve been up to:

Estuary and Water Quality
Rehabilitated over 1 kilometre of severely eroding riverbank 
on a property on the Manning River at Harrington by 
constructing over 550m of rock fillets, installing over  
a kilometre of stock exclusion fencing, and planting  
almost 1000 native rainforest species.  

Completed the preparation of the Lower Manning River 
Floodplain Drainage Remediation Action Plan in partnership 
with the University of NSW (Water Research Laboratory) 
to identify and prioritise acid sulfate soil areas for 
remediation. The catchments of Moto, Ghinni Ghinni, and 
Big Swamp were identified as the highest priorities as they 
are estimated to contribute over 80% of the acid entering 
the Manning River.

Completed an erosion control project along our gravel 
roadsides at a number of creek crossings to reduce the 
amount of sediment entering our waterways. Works 
involved the cleaning and refurbishment of blocked  
table drains and culverts and the construction of  
various sediment controls such as rock check dams.

Partnered with a number of local farmers to protect 
riverbanks from the damaging effects of grazing by 
erecting over 2.5km of stock exclusion fencing.

Undertook a coastal protection project at South Old Bar 
Beach which involved the upgrade of the existing beach 
access and viewing platform at the end of Rose Street;  
the formalisation of a second beach access track on Pacific 
Parade; the closure and rehabilitation of informal beach 
access tracks; the erection of fencing to protect coastal 
vegetation; weed control and the planting of native species.

Biodiversity
Continued the implementation  
of the Dawson River Wetland 
Restoration Project with funding 
assistance provided through the  
NSW Environmental Trust.

Completed a weed control project in 
partnership with the Hallidays Point 
Landcare to reduce the spread of the 
highly invasive Asparagus weed  
within the littoral rainforest.  

Undertook the aerial spraying of a 
major Bitou Bush infestation located  
on Crown Land between Crowdy  
Head and Harrington.

Partnered with the Friends of Browns 
Creek to undertake a number of 
environmental improvement projects  
at Browns Creek including the removal 
of environmental and noxious weeds 
and the installation of devices to treat 
urban stormwater runoff.

Dredging and Forsehore
Improvements
Commenced the survey and design 
for the upgrade of the Manning Point 
Boat Ramp Facility which will involve 
extension of the boat ramp, installation 
of a pontoon and formalisation of the 
car park.

Completed the design for the upgrade 
of the Endeavour Place Boat Ramp 
Facility at Taree which includes the 
extension of the toe of the boat  
ramp, resealing of the car park  
and the completion of the foreshore 
pathway between the Rowing Club  
and Bicentennial Park.

Sustainability and 
Environmental Performance
Completed the annual water quality 
monitoring program for the Manning 
River estuary in partnership with the 
NSW Office of Environment & Heritage.

Established the Farquhar Inlet Sand 
Transport Monitoring Program to 
monitor the effectiveness of the 
maintenance dredging program.

Email us anytime, about anything  
council@midcoast.nsw.gov.au



Funding success
One of the benefits of the 
environmental levy is that it 
enables us to attract additional 
funding from the State and  
Federal governments, as most 
grant programs require  
matching funding. 
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State of the Manning Report Card
In 2015/16 Council continued the water quality monitoring program within  
the Manning River to assess the condition and health of the estuary.  
The monitoring program, now in its third year, is undertaken by the  
NSW Office of Environment and Heritage and is jointly funded through  
the NSW Estuary Management Program and the environmental levy.

Community Nursery
The Community Nursery located at Council’s Depot at Kolodong was 
established to assist community groups undertaking revegetation  
projects on public land by propagating local native plants free of charge.  

Local native stock is critical to the success of any 
revegetation project as they are specifically adapted to 
local conditions and help to maintain local provenance.  
The nursery currently operates two days per week with 
the assistance of a number of dedicated community 
volunteers who work under the supervision of a 
professional Nursery Coordinator. The coordinator is 
also responsible for regularly liaising with the various 
Landcare groups to determine their planting needs, 
developing a targeted seed collection and propagation 
program, and coordinating upgrades to the nursery. 

As of 30 June 2016 we have  
been successful in receiving a 
total of $2.04 million in external 
funding to assist in implementing 
environmental projects funded 
through the levy. 

During the last 6 months we have 
received an additional $90,950  
in funding including:

$77,770  through the NSW 
Environmental Trust Restoration and 
Rehabilitation Program to restore three 
important lowland rainforest remnants, 
including the Wingham Foreshore 
Reserve, Manning Waters Reserve 
and Andrews Reserve at Taree. Prior 
to European settlement this type of 
rainforest was found growing over most 
of the Manning River floodplain, yet 
today as a result of clearing for forestry, 
agriculture and urban development 
less then 1% remains. Council will 
also contribute $66,000 from the 
environmental levy towards this project.

$13,180  from the Hunter Local Land 
Services including $3,180 to assist in 
erecting stock exclusion fencing at 
Browns Creek and $10,000 to undertake 
Asparagus control activities at Hallidays 
Point which was matched with funding 
provided through the environmental levy. 

We were also successful in our 
Expression of Interest to the NSW 
Environmental Trust Environmental 
Education Program to lodge an 
application for $57,000 to help 
develop a school curriculum for the 
Cattai Wetlands. 

This program aims to develop key 
learning resources for school students 
visiting the site which will not only 
increase their awareness of natural 
resource management at a practical 
level but also incorporate opportunities 
for local Aboriginal groups to share 
their knowledge of the area’s cultural 
heritage values.

More than 60 species of native plants have been propagated to date  
and the nursery is on target to supply 20,000 plants this year.

The data collected as part of the monitoring program is used to create a report  
card grade for the Manning River estuary. This year the estuary received an  
overall rating of B, which is the same grade as the previous two years.  
This indicates that the condition of Manning River is consistently fair to good.  

The ecological health of the river is subject to both short term and long term 
pressures. The data from this year’s sampling program highlighted a persistent 
increase in both turbidity and chlorophyll-a following high rainfall events which 
indicates the river is suffering stress from both nutrient and sediment loads from the 
surrounding catchment. This demonstrates that management actions that target both 
nutrient and sediment reduction are necessary for the long term health of the river. 

Council is currently undertaking a number of projects to address these pressures 
including working with local farmers to improve the management of dairy effluent 
and to stabilise and revegetate actively eroding riverbanks.

Report Card grades for the Manning River estuary for the 2015/2016 sampling period


