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Local Landcare Coordinators 
on board in the “MidCoast to 
Tops Landcare Connection”
The NSW Government has made a three year commitment to supporting 
local Landcare initiatives, with the Local Landcare Coordinators Initiative (LLCI), 
reflecting the sentiment of a Memorandum of Understanding between Local 
Land Services and Landcare NSW.  It has been designed to put Landcare on a 
more sustainable footing, with the majority of the funds going to employing 
community-based local coordinator positions.

Manning Landcare, Karuah & Great Lakes Landcare (KGLL), Manning Coastcare 
and the Stewarts River area of Hastings Landcare have combined forces to run 
a landscape scale project through the LLCI. This project, the Mid Coast to Tops 
Landcare Connection (MC2T), is managing Local Landcare Coordinators in the 
Great Lakes, Manning and Stewarts River. A MC2T website is being developed 
with extra funding from Hunter Local Land Services.

Karuah & Great Lakes Landcare have engaged Joël Dunn as Local Landcare 
Coordinator for the Great Lakes. Joël will be working on average a day and 
half per week, supporting local groups, organising workshops and connecting 
people with resources and project funding opportunities as they arise. Contact 
Joël for any Landcare related inquiries on 0401 932 533, email joel.dunn@glcr.
org.au or drop into the Landcare office at the Nabiac Neighbourhood Centre 
on Mondays. You can also follow KGLL on Facebook and join KGLL to receive 
regular information. 

Land For Wildlife Camera 
Scheme Success
MidCoast Council, in conjunction with Karuah & Great Lakes Landcare, is a 
regional provider of the Land for Wildlife scheme of private land conservation.  
In 2015 the local Land for Wildlife program, with support from the Hunter Local 
Land Services, commenced a loans scheme, which enables landholders to 
borrow two motion-activated cameras for wildlife monitoring on their land.  

The cameras have been loaned out to five different landholders to date and 
some fantastic images and wildlife discoveries have been recorded.  A total 
of ten different native mammal, two reptile and five bird species have been 
identified in images, including secretive species such as the Red-necked 
Pademelon and Northern Brown Bandicoot.  Five different pest animals have 
also been observed, including the Fox, Feral Cat, Wild Dog, Brown Hare and 
Black Rat. 

 The scheme enables landholders to learn of the benefits of the use of wildlife 
cameras in learning about what is living on their land.  Inquiries about Land for 
Wildlife can be directed to Helen Kemp of MidCoast Council - Forster Office on 
(02) 6591 7222 or at helen.kemp@midcoast.nsw.gov.au.

Joël Dunn, Local Landcare Coordinator

Red Necked Wallaby caught by motion-
activated camera on a property in 
Wootton
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Rewarding Regrowth 
Resources
Free farm forestry workshops a great success
Karuah & Great Lakes Landcare, Manning Landcare and Hunter Local Land 
Services brought inspiring free field workshops to Taree and Dyers Crossing in 
May, outlining how to make the most of bushland regrowth. “It’s such a great 
resource, and a lot of landholders could be getting so much more out of it,” said 
Craig Tate, President of Hunter Farm Forestry Network. Craig has been growing 
and managing native trees for a long time now, making the most of Wootton’s 
fantastic capacity to grow forests. “Massive areas of the Great Lakes and Manning 
are ideally suited to growing trees, but unfortunately remnants on private 
property aren’t always valued.”  There is great potential in the trees for on farm use, 
saw logs and power poles. “These areas could be giving an ongoing sustainable 
harvest of wood, while still providing reserve grazing ideal for tough weather 
conditions, plus all the biodiversity benefits.”

Craig shared his forestry knowledge in a practical, out-in-the-forest setting. Jesse 
Gollan, Native Vegetation Officer at Hunter Local Land Services, gave an update 
on legislation relating to native vegetation and outlined vegetation related 
services the LLS offers. Participants found the half-day workshop very useful, with 
a lot of practical information. Look out for upcoming Tree Identification and Forest 
Ecology workshops. Contact Local Landcare Coordinator for Great Lakes, Joël 
Dunn on 0401 932 533 to stay in the loop.

Holistic Management
Over 6 two-day sessions starting in 
Nov, this popular course will cover:
- Develop and use a holistic context
- Manage ecosystem processes
- Develop a holistic financial plan
- Develop a holistic grazing plan
- Monitor land holistically

This comprehensive course is being 
fully subsidised by NSW TAFE.  The 
only cost to participants will cover 
venue and catering.

Expressions of Interest to 
Sue Williams 0438 433063 or               
sue@williamsonline.com.au with the 
name, email and phone number for 
all intending participants.

Native Wildlife to benefit 
from New “Housing”
Natural hollows in trees are a critical feature of habitat for many species of 
native wildlife.  As a result of past and ongoing clearing, fragmentation and the 
modification of natural areas, many landscapes have little to no natural hollows. 
This limits the type and abundance of wildlife that can inhabit the area.  

In recognition of this, MidCoast Council has embarked on an ambitious nesting 
box implementation and monitoring program.  Artificial nesting boxes are 
readily used by native wildlife for denning or breeding.  Dozens of nesting 
boxes have been installed in trees on Council-owned land at Bulahdelah, 
Minimbah, Kore Kore Creek, Gereeba Island, Wallamba Island and South Forster.  
These boxes will be actively monitored and maintained.  

Council are particularly excited about the development of artificial den sites for 
the Spotted-tailed Quoll to be placed at the Bulahdelah Plain Wetland Reserve. 
It is an exciting area of biodiversity management that will benefit native wildlife 
populations on these Reserved lands.  

Exciting Species Discoveries Continue
Ongoing monitoring of biodiversity at Council’s Bulahdelah Plain Wetland Reserve is uncovering more exciting wildlife 
discoveries.  Following the detection of a vibrant population of the threatened Long-nosed Potoroo at the Reserve, 
MidCoast Council staff were excited to record images of the Spotted-tailed Quoll using motion-activated cameras.  The 
Spotted-tailed Quoll is threatened by competition with Wild Dogs and Foxes, and unfortunately, both of these exotic 
predators are known to occur in the Reserve.  A recent baiting campaign was conducted and resulted in the control of 
four Foxes.  This will ease pressures on native wildlife within the Reserve.
See full article about this sighting, including video footage, at http://midcoast.greatlakes.nsw.gov.au/News/Rare-and-
endangered-quoll-found

Attendees at Farm Tree workshops in Taree 
and Dyers Crossing

Spotted-tailed Quoll spotted at 
Bulahdelah
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Miles Island Restoration 
Commences 
Protection works for valuable habitat on popular 
island have started
Works to enhance the condition, function and resilience of Miles Island have 
recently commenced with weed control being carried out across the Island 
during May and June. 

Miles Island is a recreationally and biologically-important asset.  As well as being 
heavily utilised for recreation and regularly accessed by watercraft or directly 
from the town centre, it is also known to contain a range of sensitive and 
significant natural habitats and values.  Habitats present on the island include 
Mangrove Woodland, Saltmarsh, Mudflats, Sandflats, Swamp Oak Forest and 
Coastal Sands Shrubland. It supports roosting and foraging use by waders and 
shorebirds, including the endangered Pied Oystercatcher. 

Historical land use and modification has allowed invasion by a range of 
noxious and invasive weeds and foxes are known to use the site for feeding 
and the raising of cubs. The Island contains a large number of fox dens. Council 
were successful in securing funding through the NSW Government’s Estuary 
Management Program to implement a 2 year coordinated weed and fox control 
program across the site.

Looking across to Miles Island from Wallis 
Lake foreshore, Forster

Aerial view of Miles Island

Funding to Improve Wallamba 
River Wetlands and Foreshore 
Ecologically important wetlands and foreshore in the lower Wallamba River 
are set to benefit thanks to a State Government grant to provide habitat for 
native species, and tackle weeds and feral pest animals. MidCoast Council 
were recently successful in securing $91,349 in funds through the NSW 
Environmental Trust’s 2015/16 Restoration & Rehabilitation grants program 
to implement on-ground works across 135 hectares of land adjoining the 
Wallamba River in the North Tuncurry/ Darawank Area. 

Works for the 3 year project will involve the treatment of environmentally 
damaging weeds, wild dog and fox controls and habitat furnishing through the 
establishment of nesting boxes for native animals including threatened species 
such as the Brush-tailed Phascogale and Squirrel Glider. 

Council’s Assistant Environmental Officer, Peter Goonan said “This is an 
exciting project that will deliver important environmental benefits through 
the protection and enhancement of native vegetation including endangered 
ecological communities, control of feral pests and the protection of native 
animals. This work will strengthen the achievements made in recent years 
through work carried out on Wallamba Island and Gereeba Island in the 
Wallamba River and Council’s on-going implementation of the Wallis Lake 
Wetland Strategy”.

“This is an exciting project that will deliver important environmental 
benefits through the protection and enhancement of native vegetation 
including endangered ecological communities, control of feral pests and 
the protection of native animals.”  

Nestboxes will be installed to provide 
additional habitat for native wildlife

Aerial view of the biologically valuable 
wetlands bordering the Wallamba river
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“Weed, Wine and Dine” 
evening held in Hawks Nest
On Saturday 30th April, nearly 50 Hawks Nest home-owners came together to 
hear about the environmental impacts of invasive plants.

Held at the Hawks Nest Community Hall, the “Weed, Wine and Dine” evening 
included talks from Council and National Parks officers. The talks covered the 
classification and prioritisation of different weeds, the ecology of the Great 
Lakes area, the ongoing works undertaken by Council and National Parks to 
curb the threat of invasive plants, the results of the recent private property 
inspections, and the importance of residents coming on board with this issue.

After the talks, attendees stuck around to enjoy the finger food, seek personal 
advice from Council and NPWS staff and enjoy great conversation with their 
neighbours.

The event was extremely well received and Council got a lot of great feedback, 
such as “Wonderful presenters, each very knowledgeable and passionate about 
their area of expertise - shows how well co-ordinated efforts are.”

Terry Inkson, MidCoast Council’s Noxious 
and Environmental Weeds Coordinator 
explaining the threat of invasive species.

African Olive State 
Containment Line 
A State containment line is being formed within the bounds of the MidCoast 
Council Local Government area in a bid to stop the north eastern spread of the 
environmental weed African Olive.

“African Olive is a weed of limited distribution in our area and MidCoast 
Council has been managing the weed in public reserves in the Great Lakes and 
Gloucester area since about 2012” said Council’s Noxious and Environmental 
Weeds Coordinator, Mr Terry Inkson. 

Terry said, “In 2015 grant funding of $13,400 was provided by the Hunter Local 
Land Service (LLS) through the Australian Government’s National Landcare 
Programme and the State Government’s Catchment Action NSW program.” 

This project has achieved a significant reduction to the extent of wild and 
planted African Olives in the Great Lakes area, throughout natural areas, 
parks, reserves, and urban and peri-urban backyards.  It has provided for the 
management of copious amounts of seedling and juvenile African Olives and 
the chemical treatment or physical removal of more than 100 mature trees. In 
many areas it has provided first pass treatments and in other areas follow up 
controls.

The implementation of this project has also led to the further identification of mature African Olives in previously 
unknown areas. It has provided engagement, furthered education and raised awareness within the community including 
but not limited to private land owners, Council officers, weed professionals, real estate agents, strata managers, garden 
maintenance contractors and nursery professionals. It has also provided a lead into subsequent projects looking toward a 
realistic outcome of a north eastern containment line to halt the march of African Olive.

In 2016 to value add to this project, Council was granted $92,425 through the NSW Government’s Environmental Trust, 
Restoration and Rehabilitation Program, to implement further controls to try and realise this containment line goal. This 
funding will have a major impact on the status of African Olive in the MidCoast Council area.

Private property inspection are being scheduled for the Stroud urban and peri-urban areas during the 2016-2017 year to 
locate rogue plants in home garden situations as Council extends its Backyard Bushcare program in these outlier areas. 
Terry said lucky residents can look forward to an invitation to one of Council’s Weed, Wine and Dine evenings.

The distinctive small fruit of African Olive

A mature African Olive found during 
property inspections in Hawks Nest. This 
tree has since been removed.
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Fire in the Coastal Fringe

Ecological burning is the reinstatement of a fire regime that will promote and enhance ecological function, as well as 
protection of these ecosystems from future damage through uncontrolled and intense wildfire.  Parallel to reinstating 
the ecological fire management of coastal grasslands is the recognition of the role fire played in traditional Aboriginal 
land management methods.  Coastal headlands contain special significance to local Aboriginal people for a number of 
reasons, including (but not limited to): their importance as viewing points (for schooling fish, weather), communication 
beacons with adjacent family groups, for their physical features (caves, stone quarries, rock platforms, shell fish and other 
resources), as well spiritual connections to country.  It is now commonly believed that coastal Aboriginal people routinely 
burnt these grassy headlands so as to maintain their open structure and functionality.  

MidCoast Council is very pleased to be the recipient of a NSW Environmental Trust grant that will investigate the 
use of fire to restore both ecological and cultural values on a small grassy headland at Cellito Beach, in Pacific Palms, 
locally known as Bald Head.   Working with agency and community partners, Council will complete both weed control 
works and fire management on the headland, as well as restoring the adjacent stand of Littoral Rainforest with a 
comprehensive bush regeneration program.  Local Worimi community representatives recently met onsite to discuss the 
program and are in full support of the reinstatement of a cultural burning regime on the headland, with the first burn 
scheduled for Autumn 2017, to coincide with cultural specifications. 

Photo of prescribed burn at Green Bluff, Moonee Beach sourced from www.firesticks.org.au. Used with permission.

The modern perception of fire in Australia is often one generated by contemporary media messaging around extreme 
fire events, instilling fear and panic amongst those that live in rural and peri-urban settings.  Given the potential to 
harm life and property, indeed, wildfire in Australia must be considered a threat requiring mitigation and management.  
Further, the fact that Australia is one of the most, if not the most, fire-prone continents in the world (Pyne 1992), adds 
weight to the fear generated around this topic. 

However, it is also helpful to look to the evolution of the Australian flora with fire as a key driver in the creation of the 
native vegetation that we are all familiar with today.  Natural ignition, through lightning strikes, as well as traditional 
Aboriginal ‘Firestick’ farming have shaped the grasslands, heathlands and dry sclerophyll forests that are so unique to 
Australia. 
In the past 50-100 years, European-
influenced land management has 
broadly seen a reduction of fire 
regularity in some fire-dependant 
ecosystems, such as Coastal Grasslands.  
Without fire, these coastal grasslands 
lose species diversity, primarily due 
to invasion by woody shrubs and 
trees, such as coastal wattle (Acacia 
sophorae), coastal banksia (Banksia 
integrifolia), and coastal rosemary 
(Westringia fruticosa).  Studies have 
shown a direct link between loss of 
species diversity in coastal grasslands with increasing Acacia sophorae density (Costello et al, 2000). 

Robert Yettica, Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Officer with Forster Local Aboriginal Land 
Council, taking in the view of Seal Rocks from the top of Bald Head, Cellito Beach
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Creek to Coast is produced and published by Great Lakes Council with funding assistance 
from Greater Taree City Council. Readers can subscribe online via the Hot Topics link on 
Great Lakes Council's website www.greatlakes.nsw.gov.au If you do not have an email 
address, please contact Karen Bee, Natural Systems Department at Great Lakes Council.

Karuah & Great Lakes Landcare
KGLL is a voluntary community-based network supporting land holders and land management 
groups in different localities around the catchments of the Great Lakes area. Contacts for 
groups are shown below. 
General enquiries Robyn 0419 800 896, email: kgl.landcare@gmail.com

Group meetings
Dyers Crossing Landcare
Meets every 2 months, usually at a property to tour it and discuss issues.

CONTACT: 

John  
6559 1251

Wang Wauk / Wallamba Sustainable Farming Group
Meets every 2 months at a property to discuss what we have each been 
working on and any issues. It is always an entertaining and informative 
session with delicious morning tea. 

CONTACT: 

Ros  
0412 793 446

Topi Topi Sustainable Farming Group
Meets every month to focus on a topic of interest to members. 
Mondays 10am-12 noon

CONTACT: 

Sue  
0438 433 063

Crawford River Sustainable Farming Group
See calendar of events below. 

CONTACT: 

Julie  
0416 242 945

Contacts
Karuah Catchment Officer
Debbi Delaney, MidCoast Council 
phone: 02 6591 7378 
debbi.delaney@midcoast.nsw.
gov.au

Land for Wildlife
Helen Kemp, MidCoast Council 
Land for Wildlife Regional Provider 
phone: 02 6591 7344 
helen.kemp@midcoast.nsw.gov.au

Great Lakes area volunteering
Contact the MidCoast Council 
switch on phone: 02 6591 7222 

Upcoming workshops and events
Holistic Management
6 two-day sessions, comencing 22/23 November, Wootton
Holistic Management is a process of decision-making and planning that 
gives people the insights and management tools needed to understand 
nature : resulting in better, more informed decisions that balance key social, 
environmental, and financial considerations.

CONTACT: 

Sue Williams 
0438 433 063  
sue@williamsonline.com.
au 

NEW Great Lakes Soil Health Group
Monday September 19
Join this new KGLL supported group for our first day out. Objective of the 
GLSHG is local landholders working together to protect and enhance our 
key agricultural resource, the soil. Free DIY soil assessment manuals and 
resource CD-ROMs.

CONTACT: 

Expressions of interest to 
Joël to help determine 
location for initial meeting 
0401 932 533 
joel.dunn@glcr.org.au 

Practical DIY Soil Biology Enhancement 
Tuesday October 4,  Coolongolook
Biological innovator Jeremy Bradley presents a day of practical tips and 
demonstrations on putting your biology to work: composting, Ekihi 
fermentation, compost tea making and compost tea brewer construction.

CONTACT:

Joël Dunn 
0401 932 533 
joel.dunn@glcr.org.au 

Strategic meeting for landholders in the Bulahdelah area
Sunday 23 October, Bulahdelah
Crawford River Sustainable Farming Group brings landholders together to 
support a vibrant sustainable farming enterprises in the Crawford Valley and 
surrounds. Join us for a strategic meeting and vineyard tour. New members will 
receive a free laminated aerial photo of their property and a resource CD-ROM.

CONTACT:

Julie
0416 242 945

Land for Wildlife
Get involved
Are you interested in conserving 
your property’s special natural 
features? Do you have areas 
of your property that you are 
already managing to 
encourage native 
wildlife? Then 
the Land for 
Wildlife program 
may be for you. For 
more information, visit 
http://midcoast.greatlakes.
nsw.gov.au/Environment/Get-
Involved#landforwildlife

Or email Helen at MidCoast 
Council:
helen.kemp@midcoast.nsw.gov.au

Stay up to date 
Facebook & website
Stay up to date with 
MidCoast Council news on 
our new Facebook page 
at www.facebook.com/
MidCoastCouncil

Information on volunteering 
can be found here: http://
midcoast.greatlakes.nsw.gov.
au/Community-Recreation/
Volunteering

Karuah & Great Lakes Landcare 
can also be found on Facebook 
https://www.facebook.com/
karuahgreatlakeslandcare

Other groups
Coomba Sustainable Living Group
Meets last Friday of the month, for a wide variety of workshops and visits to 
promote sustainable living.

CONTACT: 

Carolyn 
0439 513 119 
6554 2001

Nabiac Landcare Group
Meets each Wednesday morning, currently working at “Lilly Pilly Bend” 

CONTACT: 

Leonie Bell
0400 958 486
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