
LATE REPORT NO. 1 
ORDINARY MEETING 

26 JULY 2017 
 

Page 1 of 3 

 

LATE REPORT MIDCOAST WATER’S COMMUNITY SPONSORSHIP PROGRAM 
ALLOCATIONS 

Report Author Brendan Guiney, Interim Director Water Services 

File No. / ECM Index B538349 

Date of Meeting 26 July 2017 
 

 
SUMMARY OF REPORT 
 

On 23 May 2017 MidCoast Water resolved to establish a Community Sponsorship Selection 
Panel and bring recommendations for the 2017-18 funding round to the July 2017 meeting 
for endorsement. 
 

The Sponsorship Selection Panel has determined the community organisations to receive 
sponsorship for the 2017-18 year. 
 

SUMMARY OF RECOMMENDATION 
 
1. The Sponsorship Selection Panel’s recommendations for community sponsorship funding 

for the 2017-18 year be endorsed. 
2. The General Manager be authorised to enter into agreements with those parties outlined. 
 
FINANCIAL/RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 
 

The community sponsorship panel’s recommendation will allocate $58,300 of the $75,000 
budgeted for community sponsorship in the 2017-18 year. 
 
LEGAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
Nil. 
 

 
BACKGROUND 
 
The objective of the former MidCoast Water’s Community Sponsorship Program is to 
‘contribute to the wellbeing of the broader community through financial sponsorship of 
community groups and organisations based in our service area’. 
 
DISCUSSION 
 
The Community Sponsorship Program allocates funds by a mix of recurrent, multi-year and 
single year funding agreements. 
 
Existing recurrent and multi-year agreements are as follows: 
 

 MidCoast Science and Engineering Challenge $7000 (ongoing) 

 Taree and District Eisteddfod $6000 (ongoing) 

 Tastefest on the Manning $6000 (year 2 of a 3-year agreement)  

 Lakeside Festival $6000 (year 2 of 3) 

 ChillOut $3000 (year 2 of 3) 

 Boogie Youth $3000 (year 2 of 3) 
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The total budget of $75,000, $31,000 is allocated to the recurrent and multi-year agreements, 
leaving $39,000 in the funding pool for consideration by the panel. $5,000 remains as a 
discretionary fund for use on community applications outside of the annual funding round. 
 

The panel has recommended allocation of $27,300 out of the $39,000 available in the 
funding pool for allocation in the 2017-18 financial year. The allocations are detailed in 
Attachment A. The remaining funds will remain available along with the discretionary fund 
discussed above. 
 
CONSULTATION 
 
The Community Sponsorship Policy underwent an annual review and minor revisions were 
approved at MidCoast Water’s board meeting on 23 May 2017. At that meeting it was also 
resolved to establish the Community Sponsorship Selection Panel with the following 
membership: the General Manager, the Executive Manager of Corporate Services and the 
Media and Communications Manager. 
 

The program was subsequently advertised in regional newspapers in June for three weeks, 
with the intent to allocate funding before the end of July. 
 
COMMUNITY IMPACTS 
 
Over the years MidCoast Water has contributed to a number of worthwhile community 
projects and the program has made a significant difference to the community.  
 
ALIGNMENT WITH COMMUNITY PLAN/OPERATIONAL PLAN 
 
The community sponsorship program aligns with the following objective of MidCoast Water’s 
Operational Plan: 
 

4.3 Deliver balanced outcomes for our community 
 
TIMEFRAME 
 
Funds are provided to community groups based on the timing agreed to in individual funding 
agreements in accordance with the community sponsorship policy and procedure. 
 
BUDGET IMPLICATIONS 
 

If adopted, the community sponsorship panel’s recommendation will allocate $58,300 of the 
$75,000 budgeted for community sponsorship in the 2017-18 year. 
 
RISK CONSIDERATION 
 
Nil. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 

1. The Sponsorship Selection Panel’s recommendations for community sponsorship 
funding for the 2017-18 year be endorsed. 

2. The General Manager be authorised to enter into agreements with those parties 
outlined. 
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ANNEXURES: 
 
A: Community sponsorship allocation recommendations 2017-18 FY 

 


